Octobek  28,  1899 


689 


ESTABLISHED  1859. 

Subscription,  10/-  a  Tear,  Post  Free  to  any  part  of  the 
"World.  Single  Numbers,  4d.  per  copy. 
Summer  and  Winter  Numbers,  1/-  each. 
Postal  Orders  and  Cheques  to  be  crossed  "  Martin's  Bank  (Limited)." 
Ghot?  Offices  :  42  GANNON  STREET,  LONDON,  E.G. 
Bbanch  Offices  :  MELBOURNE  and  SYDNEY, 


THIS  JOURNAL  Is  regularly  supplied  by  subscription  to  the 
whole  of  the  Members  of  SIXTEEN  PHARMACEUTICAL 
SOCIETIES  in  the  British  Empire 


CONTENTS:  Vol,  LV.  No.  ii 


PARR 

At  the  Counter    7<"4 

Australasian  News   694 

Bankruptcies  and  Failures  ....  717 

Business  Changes   699 

Chuifse  Trade   720 

Colonial  and  Foreign  News  6  >5 

OomiDg  Events   730 

Correspondence    720 

Deaths   702 

Deed  of  Arrangement    718 

Dispensing  Notes..  722 

East  Indian  News  694 

Editorial  Comments  : — 
"Something    is    Goin"*  to 

Happen  "    703 

National  Analysis    707 

Unite!  Practitioners  Ac; ... .  703 

Notes   708 

English  News    69 1 

Festivities   698 

French  News    (93 

Gazette   718 

Information  "Wanted   724 

Irish  News   f  eft 

Legal  Queries   722 

Legal  Reports   716 


PAOF 

M8rrifges   702 

Miscellaneous  Inquiries   722 

New  Boots    705 

New  Companies  and  Company 

News  ,  718 

Observat'ons  and  Reflections  ..  705 

Oil  of  Lemon    710 

O or  Own  Remedy    6H 

Personalities   712 

Photographic  Notes    715 

Practical  Notes  and  Formulae..  703 

Reviews  700 

Scientific  Progress   704 

Servian  Mil  tary  Pharmacopoeia  711 

Scotch  News   f  S3 

South_  African  News  6E5 

The  Yolun'eer  Compounder. . . .  693 

Trade-marks  Applied  for   719 

Trade  Notes   701 

Trade  Report    725 

Three  American  Associations  . .  7'  2 

Veterinary  Not  s   712 

War  No "(s    697 

What  is  Rcse-water,  B.P.  V  711 

Wids  of  Deceased  Ohemitts  ....  701 
Winter  Session    713 


DRUG-TRADE  VOLUNTEERS. 

It  is  suggested  (page  72 L)  thaA  members  of  the  drug-trade 
who  are  Volunteers  should  send  us  postcards  bearing  name, 
address,  rank,  regiment,  and  service,  with  a  view  to  tb.3 
compilation,  and  probably  publication,  of  a  list  of  pharma- 
ceutical Volunteers.  We  sha'l  be  glad  to  receive  responses 
to  this  request. 

OUR    DIARY    "  FINAL." 

As  soon  as  this  number  of  tbis  C.  D.  is  off  the  press,  the 
literary  portion  of  The  Chemists'  and  Druggists'  Diary 
for  1900  will  go  on. 

Those  who  are  thinkirg  of  advertising  in  the  Diary  can 
judge  from  this  fact  that  they  have  little  more  time  to  get 
ready. 

The  publisher  informs  us  that  Friday,  November  3,  is  his 
closing  day;  his  "scheme"  will  ba  complete  then,  and 
neither  orders  nor  copy  can  be  received  after  that,  else  the 
whole  production  would  be  delayed. 

Advertisers  who  have  already  secured  space  will  oblige  by 
returning  their  proofs  without  delay,  and  any  who  have  not 
given  in  their  copy  should  supply  it  immediately. 

Business  firms  will  do  well  for  themselves  by  puttiDg  an 
advertisement  in  The  Chemists'  and  Druggists'  Diary, 
which 

Is  vsed  daily  all  Ike  year  round 
In  thousands  of  pharmacies  and  druggists  offices. 
At  home  and  abroad,  especially  in  the  British  Empire. 
Address  the  Publisher,  42  Cannon  Street,  London,  E.C.,  or 
by  telegraph,  "  Chemicus  London." 


Summary 


A  Curious  Case  cf  bone  doctoring  is  repotted  on 
p.  690. 

A  New  Halfpenny  Stamp  and  p:stcard  are  authorised 
(p.  691). 

The  Latest  abcut  the  Spectacle-makers'  examination  is 
on  p.  690. 

The  Police  have  caught  Sullivan,  alias  Fraser,  &c ,  at 
Hull  (p  69L). 

Some  New  Books  for  business  men  and  students  are 
reviewed  on  p.  700. 

Provincial  Associations  are  busy  chiefly  with  the 
question  of  the  hour  (p.  713). 

Good  Formulae  will  bs  found  on  p.  703,  as  well  as  in  our 
correspondence  section  (p.  723). 

Sesyia  has  a  military  Pharmacopoeia,  of  which  some  par- 
ticulars will  b3  found  on  p.  712. 

Foe  an  Important  Postal  Notice  regarding  communi- 
cation with  South  Africa  see  p.  697. 

Ax  Irish  Correspondent  asks  the  Council  to  reform  the 
cuiiicumm  in  its  School  of  Pharmacy  (p.  721). 

Recent  Progress  in  pharmaceutical  chemistry  and 
materia  medica  is  treated  in  a  seiie3  of  notes  on  p.  704. 

"Something  is  Going  to  Happen"  in  regard  to  com- 
paDy-pharmacy :  this  is  the  gist  of  an  editorial  on  p.  706. 

What  is  Aqua  Ros.e  B  P.  1  This  question  is  rather 
hard  to  answer.    Mr.  T.  S.  Barrie  deals  with  it  on  p.  712, 

An  Outsider  wishes  to  amend  pharmacy,  medical, -and 
other  laws  in  which  our  subscribers  are  interested  (p  708). 

The  Latest  Particulars  regarding  the  international 
Congress  of  Chemistry  are  given  by  our  Paris  correspondent 
(p.  693). 

Sir  William  MacCormac,  President  of  the  Royal  College 
of  Surgeons,  has  volunteered  to  go  to  the  seat  cf  war  as  a 
surgeon  (p.  697). 

Aebated-water  Bottles  continue  to  brirg  people  into 
trouble  in  the  Channel  Islands  (p  690)  and  Ireland,  Scotland, 
and  Wales  (p.  716). 

"  Educating  ''  is  the  title  cf  a  letter  by  Mr.  Jame3  Reid, 
in  the  course  of  which  he  attacks  the  cffiMal  organ  for 
calling  pharmacy  a  "craft"  (p.  721). 

The  Attempts  to  circumvent  cut-rates  in  the  United 
States  are  well  reflected  in  the  recent  Trade-association 
meetings  held  in  the  United  States,  and  reported  on  p.  702. 

Stearin  is  said  to  be  an  adulterant  of  lemon  oil,  but  an 
Italian  contributor,  who  has  gone  into  the  matter  very  fully, 
finds  no  evidence  of  it.  He  gives  full  details  of  the  analysis 
(P  710). 

A  Sergeant-Compounder  in  the  Volunteers  tells  about 
the  duties  of  the  office  in  an  article  on  p.  696.  Corre- 
spondence on  the  pharmaceutical  Volunteer  question  is 
printed  on  p.  720. 

'  I  Will  Write  again  after  the  war  "is  the  concluding 
sentence  in  a  letter  which  we  print  from  a  Johannesburg 
chemist,  who  also  sends  photographs  of  Johannesburg  phar- 
macies in  war-paint  (p.  697). 

Mr.  J.  Rymer  Young,  spsaking  at  Sheffield  last  week,  did 
not  appear  to  be  sure  about  the  Pharmaceutical  Council 
touching  the  company-question  (p.  698).  Some  comments 
upon  the  matter  are  on  p.  706. 

Quicksilver  has  gone  up  this  week,  and  there  is  a 
speculative  movement  in  orris-root.  Business  in  the  drug 
and  chemical  markets  is  excellent  just  now.  Drug-sales 
were  held  on  Thursday,  and  are  included  in  cur  Trade  Report 
(p.  725). 

The  Work  op  Public  Analysts  has  been  again  re- 
viewed in  the  Lccal  Government  Board  report.  Drugs  are 
amongst  the  things  mcst  adulterated,  but  we  show  in  deal- 
ing with  the  report  that  unqualified  sellers  are  responsible 
for  this  state  of  things  (p  707). 
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Local  newspapers  containing  marked  items  of  news  interesting 
to  the  trade  are  always  welcomed  by  the  Editor. 


Spectacle-makers'  Company. 

The  dates  fixed  for  the  next  examination  of  the  Spectacle- 
makers'  Company  are  November  27,  28,  and  29.  The  fall 
examination  subjects  are  to  be  taken  on  the  28th,  when  the 
examination  begins  at  12  and  finishes  at  9.30,  with  three 
intervals.  We  learn  that  at  present  there  are  108  candidates, 
and  for  the  convenience  of  country  candidates  arrangements 
are  being  made  by  which,  if  the  desire  is  expressed,  they 
need  not  remain  in  London  more  than  one  day.  It  has  been 
decided  to  communicate  with  all  candidates  who  have  failed 
in  any  of  the  previous  examinations,  with  a  view  to  inviting 
them  to  offer  themselves  again  for  examination  in  those 
subjects  in  which  they  failed.  The  examinations  take  place, 
as  usual,  at  the  Northampton  Institute.  A  revised  syllabus 
is  in  preparation  for  next  year. 

This  Cup  is  all  Bight. 

The  Wholesale  Chemists'  and  Druggists'  Cricket  Cham- 
pionship challenge  cup  was  presented  to  the  "  Kepler  "  C.C. 
(Messrs.  Burroughs,  Wellcome  &  Co.)  by  Mr.  C.  A.  Hill  at  a 
general  meeting  of  the  League  held  at  Messrs.  Bargoyne, 
Barbidge  &  Co 's  offices  on  October  18.  The  "  Kepler"  O.C. 
headed  the  League  table  with  18  points. 

Football. 

The  football  match  which  was  played  on  October  21  at  Hyde 
Farm,  Balham,  between  the  Metropolitan  Col'ege  of  Phar- 
macy and  the  London  College  of  Pharmacy  was  won  by  the 
"  Metros  "  by  three  goals  to  one.  he  gams  was  played 
throughout  in  a  thick  fog. 

Bacteiiological  Classes. 

Liverpool  chemists  should  note  that  Professor  Boyce  holds 
a  class  in  bacteriology  each  Monday  night  at  7.45.  The 
classes  are  held  in  the  Thompson- Yates  laboratories,  and  are 
very  suitable  for  the  requirements  of  pharmacists. 

"Beducine  Soap." 

At  Clerkenwell  Sessions  oa  October  19,  Sleigh  Appleton,  an 
insurance  agent,  was  indicted  for  carrying  out  an  elaborate 
system  of  frauds  involving  the  registration  and  incorporation 
of  bogQS  limited  companies.  One  of  the  companies  which 
Appleton  pretended  to  have  promoted  was  for  "Kedacine 
Soap."  "  Patent  applied  for.  Post  free  2s.  Gd.  per  tablet. 
Kemoves  superfluous  fat  from  the  bedy  wherever  applied. 
For  reducing  corpulency  by  external  application.  No  dieting. 
No  drugs.  No  danger.  Improves  the  figure.  Prevents 
obesity.  Simply  wash  any  particular  part  with  the  soap, 
and  a  rap!.d,  harmless,  and  beneficial  reduction  of  tissue 
will  be  apparent  after  one  week's  trial."  Giving  evidence  on 
his  own  behalf,  Appleton  said  he  had  to  give  up  the  "  Reducine 
Soap "  because  he  found  it  was  an  infringement.  The 
multitude  of  his  offences  was  too  great,  and  after  a  con- 
siderable amount  of  evidence  had  been  given  prisoner  was 
sentenced  to  six  months'  hard  labour. 

Against  Shipping-rings. 

A  movement  is  on  foot  amoDgst  some  of  the  leading  and 
other  exporting  firms  in  Lancashire  for  the  formation  of  a 
powerful  protection  society  to  fight  the  shipping-ring*, 
whose  high  tariffs  have  long  been  complained  of.  Tne  new 
combination,  it  is  stated,  intends  to  buill  a  fleet  of  vessels  of 
their  own. 

A  Plethora  of  Drugs. 

At  the  meeting  of  the  Wolverhampton  Board  of  Guardians 
on  October  20,  the  Clerk  called  the  attention  of  the  members 
to  the  fact  that  in  consequence  of  no  stock-book  being  kept 
at  the  dispensary  several  drugs  were  included  in  the 
tenders  given  out  this  half-year  of  which  the  Guardians 
had  already  large  supplies  in  stock.  In  some  cases  they 
had  sufficient  to  last  them  for  twelve  months,  t^o  years, 


three  years,  and  in  one  case  there  wa3  a  four  years'  supply, 
and  yet  further  supplies  had  been  pat  in  the  tender-forms  to 
be  ordered.  It  was  resolved  to  call  the  dispenser's  attention 
to  the  matter  and  require  him  to  keep  a  proper  stock-book 
in  future. 

A  Fatal  Fall. 

An  iriquest  was  held  at  Manchester  on  October  23  touch- 
ing the  death  of  Francis  Edward  Savage,  5  years  of  age, 
son  of  Mr.  John  Savage,  a  chemists'  valuer,  in  the  employ- 
ment of  Messrs.  Tomlinson  &  Tomlinson,  Cannon  Street, 
Manchester.  The  evidence  showed  that  on  September  11 
the  boy  had  fallen  down  some  step3  whilst  playing  in  the 
street,  and  tubercular  meningitis  afterwards  developed,  from 
which  the  child  died  at  the  Manchester  Royal  Infirmary. 
A  verdict  in  accordance,  with  the  medical  evidence  was 
returned. 

Doctoring  the  Horses. 

At  Sleaford  Police  Court  on  October  17,  William  Holling- 
worth  (19),  a  farm  servant,  was  charged  with  administering 
poisonous  drugs  to  his  master's  horses.  Evidence  was  given 
that  five  horses,  valued  at  160Z.,  had  died  mysteriously,  and 
the  veterinary  surgeon  who  was  called  in  said  they  had  been 
poisoned.  He  made  a  post-mortem  examination  of  the  first 
horse  that  died,  and  found  evidences  of  sulphate  of  copper 
and  carbolic  powder.  Defendant  had  entire  charge  of  the 
drugging  of  the  horses,  and  his  master  had  told  him  to  give 
them  Stockholm  tar  for  colds.  On  being  questioned  by  the 
police,  defendant  said  he  had  given  the  horses  nothing  but 
oats,  wheat,  and  a  little  Stockholm  tar  and  sheep-salve.  Mr. 
Wm.  Spyvee,  chemist  and  druggist,  Sleaford,  deposed  to 
examining  the  contents  of  four  tins  brought  to  him  by  the 
constable.  The  first  tin  contained  carbolised  blue  vitriol, 
being  a  compound  of  sulphate  of  copper  and  carbolic 
powder ;  the  second  a  mixture  of  sulphate  of  iron,  sulphate 
of  zinc,  and  a  brown  vegetable  powder  having  the  appearance 
and  smell  of  white  hellebore ;  the  third  carbonate  of  potash  ; 
and  the  fourth  sheep-ointment  and  Stockholm  tar.  To- 
gether they  would  form  a  very  dangerous  compound  and 
irritant  poison.  The  sbeep- salve,  according  to  the  veterinary 
surgeon,  was  a  mercurial  preparation.  The  four  tins  were 
under  the  charge  of  defendant,  who  had  given  them  to  a 
neighbouring  farm-servant  to  take  care  of.  For  the  defence, 
it  was  urged  that  in  administering  the  Stockholm  tar 
defendant  was  only  carrying  out  his  instructions,  and  in 
giviDg  the  sheep-salve  he  merely  acted  in  ignorance;  but 
defendant  was  sent  to  prison  for  three  weeks  with  hard 
labour. 

The  Development  of  the  Errand-boy. 

At  Manchester  on  October  20,  James  Douglas,  alias 
James  Harrison,  and  Henry  Hodges  were  charged  with 
breaking  into  the  shop  of  Messrs.  Alfred  Jeans  &  Co. 
(Limited),  chemists,  Oxford  Road,  Manchester.  A  semp- 
stress, who  occupies  two  rooms  next  door  to  Messrs.  Jeans's 
shop,  heard  a  noise  in  the  yard  at  the  rear  of  the  shop  and 
saw  a  man  breaking  into  and  entering  the  premises.  She 
gave  information  to  the  police,  and  Douglas  was  found 
standing  in  a  corner  with  a  jemmy  in  his  hand.  The 
prisoner  Hodges  had  been  seen  in  company  with  Douglas 
previously,  and  was  heard  to  speak  to  Douglas  through  the 
yard  door  prior  to  the  premises  being  broken  into.  Mr. 
Jeans  said  Douglas  was  formerly  an  errand-boy  in  his 
employment  and  left  about  two  years  ago.  Both  prisoners 
were  committed  for  trial. 

From  the  Channel  Isles. 

Progressing  — The  "  New  Drug-stores  "  recently  opened  by 
Messrs.  J.  Sinel  &Son  in  St.  Helier,  Jersey,  are  already  being 
enlarged. 

Filling  other  People's  Bottles.— Messrs.  Rjbeit:on&  Co.,  of 
the  Truchot  Stores,  Guernsey,  local  agents  for  Lipton 
(Limited),  were  sued  before  the  Ordinary  Court  of  that 
island  on  October  21,  by  Mr.  A.  Collenette,  chemist,  for 
filling  aerated-water  bottles  belonging  to  him  with  waters  of 
their  own  manufacture.  For  the  defence  it  was  stated  that, 
though  every  possible  care  was  taken  to  prevent  mistakes, 
some  of  the  plaintiff 's  bottles  might  have  been  filled  and  sold 
inadvertently.  The  case  was  referred  to  the  Supeiior  Court, 
when  counsel  said  the  fault  really  lay  with  the  retailers,  who 
put  the  bottles  in  wrong  boxes,  the  matter  being  accidental  so 
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far  as  defendants  were  concerned.  The  plaintiff  objected  to 
such  "  carelessness,"  and  the  Chief  Magistrate  observed  that 
more  care  should  be  taken,  and  plaintiff  was,  in  his  opinion, 
perfectly  justified  in  taking  action.  A  penalty  of  2s.  Qd.  for 
the  first  and  every  subsequent  infraction  was  imposed. 

Messrs.  De  la  Rue  &  Co.,  chemists,  sued  the  same  defen- 
dants for  a  similar  offence,  and  the  Court  imposed  a  fine  of 
Zs.  Qd.  for  each  bottle  as  in  the  previous  suit,  the  defendants 
being  also  liable  for  costs. 

Caught  I 

Last  Saturday  morning  we  heard  from  the  Police  Super- 
intendent at  Swindon  that  Alexander  Fraser,  the  assistant 
with  many  aliases  at d  a  bad  record,  had  been  arrested  at 
Hull  by  Detective-Sergeant  Moore  of  the  Swindon  force.  We 
are  glad  to  know  that  publication  of  the  particulars  in  The 
Chemist  and  Deuggist  has  enabled  us  to  give  the  police 
information  from  our  subscribers  which  put  them  on  Eraser's 
track.  The  prisoner  was  brought  before  the  Swindon 
Magistrate  on  Saturday,  October  21,  and  remanded.  The 
following  graphic  account  of  the  pursuit  and  capture 
of  the  prisoner  was  given  in  the  livening  North  Wilts 
Herald  last  Saturday  : — 

Detective-Sergeant  Moore,  of  the  Swindon  police,  effected  the 
arrest  at  Hull  on  Thursday  of  a  man  who  is  suspected  of  having 
robbed  Messrs.  Green  &  Co.,  chemists,  of  Old  Swindon,  of  a  cash- 
box  containing  a  considerable  sum  of  money,  notes,  and  cheques. 
It  will  be  in  the  recollection  of  our  readers  that  about  two  months 
ago  Messrs.  Green  engaged  an  assistant  giving  the  name  of 
Alexander  Fraser,  who,  after  a  short  stay,  decamped  the  richer 
by  about  201.    Information  was  at  once  given  to  the  police,  and, 
as  the  result  of  their  early  inquiries,  they  found  that  the  man  had 
taken  the  cash-box  into  a  field  in  the  Drove  Eoad,  broken  it  open, 
and  rejected  all  the  contents  but  the  cash.    He  then  appears  to 
have  made  his  way  to  New  Swindon,  where  he  purchased  a  com- 
plete suit  of  corduroy ;  and,  entering  the  public  convenience  at 
the  Market,  he  substituted  his  new  clothes  for  those  he  had 
hitherto  been  wearing.    These,  by  the  way,  have  not  yet  been 
recovered.    Fraser's  next  step  was  to  alter  his  facial  appearance, 
and  he  had  his  whiskers  removed  at  a  hairdressing-establishment. 
He  was  afterwards  seen  at  Purton,  where  he  engaged  a  horse  and 
trap  at  the  Angel  Hotel,  and  was  driven  to  Cirencester.    This  in- 
formation, unfortunately,  reached  the  ears  of  the  police  too  late  to 
be  of  immediate  benefit.  They  set  to  work,  however,  to  run  the  miss- 
ing man  to  earth,  and  eventually  got  scent  of  him  through  private 
information  received  from  the  editor  of  The  Chemist  and  Drug- 
gist.  From  this  source  they  ascertained  that  a  person  answering 
to  Fraser's  description  was  at  Liverpool.  Accordingly,  on  Monday 
last,   Superintendent   Robinson  despatched  Detective-Sergeant 
Moore  to  the  northern  port.    On  his  arrival  the  detective  found 
that  his  quarry  had  disappeared,  and  was  supposed  to  be  gone  to 
Hull.    This  suspicion  was  confirmed  when  a  letter  arrived  at  the 
man's  late  address — a  stamped  addressed  envelope  being  enclosed 
— asking  the  landlady  to  forward  any  letters  or  telegrams  to  the 
General  Post  Office  -at  Hull.     This  gave  Moore  the  clue  he 
desired,  and  he  proceeded  to  Hull.    In  the  meantime  Superinten- 
dent Robinson  had  found  from  a  trade  paper  that  two  Hull 
chemists  were  advertising  for  assistants,  and  this  information 
proved  of  the  utmost  value  to  Moore,  for  on  Thursday  morning 
he  found  prisoner  behind  the  counter  in  one  of  the  shops  in  ques- 
tion.   The  firm  with  whom  Fraser  had  obtained  a  situation  was 
J.  Redford  (Limited),  Londesborough  Street,  and  he  had  passed 
himself  off  as  "  E.  Symes."    This  was  the  name  of  the  chemist  in 
whose  employ  he  had  been  at  Liverpool,  and  he  secured  his  latest 
situation  by  writing  a  character  for  himself.    He  bowed  to  the 
inevitable  in  the  coolest  possible  manner.    In  conversation  with 
Moore  after  his  arrest  he  remarked  that  if  he  had  had  an  oppor- 
tunity he  would  have  made  his  way  to  Ostend.    He  might,  he 
added,  have  gone  before,  but  when  he  looked  into  his  employer's 
cash-box  he  found  only  4£.,  and  decided  that  that  was  not  suffi- 
cient to  justify  him  in  turning  his  back  on  England.    That  he 
had  no  intention  of  prolonging  his  stay  at  Hull  was  shown  by  the 
fact  that  his  luggage  was  at  the  railway-station. 

Discharged. 

At  Southampton  Quarter  Sessions  on  October  19,  Henry 
Spieyer  and  Thomas  Hold  were  indicted  for  stealing  a  purse 
containing  91 ,  the  property  of  Mr.  Charles  Rendall,  chemist 
and  druggist,  Southampton,  on  May  26.  Prisoners'  methods 
and  previous  conviction  were  described  in  our  issues  of 
June  3  and  10,  and  July  8,  page  40.  After  Mr.  Rendall  had 
given  evidence,  the  Recorder  said  there  was  nothing  but 
strong  suspicion  against  the  prisoners,  and  directed  the  jury 
to  return  a  verdict  of  not  guilty,  which  they  did.  Prisoners 
were  discharged. 


Not  the  Chemist. 

A  man  called  "  Charles  Ward,"  who  says  he  is  a  chemist, 
is  in  the  hands  of  the  London  police  (South- Western  district) 
on  a  charge  of  theft  from  a  boarding-house.  When  he  was 
arrested  be  said  to  the  detective,  "I'm  clean  bowled  over, 
I'm  wanted  all  over  the  shop."  We  mention  the  matter 
because  there  is  only  one  Charles  Ward  on  the  register  of 
chemists  and  druggists — Mr.  C.  T.  Ward — who  is  in  business 
at  83  Albion  Street,  Southwick,  and,  we  need  scarcely  say  he 
is  not  the  Charles  Ward  now  in  the  hands  of  the  police. 

Carbolic  Cases. 

A  Carlisle  labourer,  named  Robert  Eddy,  committed 
suicide  on  October  17  by  taking  a  quantity  of  carbolic  acid 
which  he  obtained  at  the  shop  of  Mr.  Dalziel,  chemist  and 
druggist,  Howe  Street,  on  the  representation  that  he  wanted 
it  for  cleaning-purposes. 

The  dead  body  of  a  Leicester  clerk  named  Frank  Carter 
was  found  on  October  19,  on  farm-premises  near  Sileby.  A 
small  bottle,  labelled  "  Carbolic  acid — Poison.  Geo.  Hamp- 
ton, A.P.S  ,  Cash  Chemist, /i  Aylestone  Road,  Leicester,"  was 
found  in  deceased's  pocket,  along  with  a  packet  of  insect- 
powder. 

An  inquest  was  held  at  Falham  on  October  14  with 
reference  to  the  death  of  John  Manning,  an  elderly  labourer, 
who  was  found  dead  in  the  allotment-gardens  near  the 
Fulbam  Gas-works.  Near  the  body  was  a  bottle  of  carbolic 
acid  labelled  "  T.  Shepherd,  chemist,  260a  Fulham  Road," 
and  the  autopsy  showed  that  death  was  due  to  poisoning  by 
carbolic  acid.  The  Coroner's  officer  said  he  had  seen 
Mr.  Shepherd,  but  he  could  not  determine  the  date  of  the 
sale  of  the  poison,  or  to  whom  it  was  sold.  A  juryman 
asked  if  the  acid  was  a  scheduled  poison.  The  Coroner 
replied  in  the  negative,  and  remarked  that  some  further 
restrictions  should  be  placed  on  its  sale.  The  jury  then 
returned  the  usual  verdict  of  suicide. 

A  Month  Added. 

At  Wiltshire  Quarter  Sessions  on  October  17,  James  Olay, 
described  as  a  chemist,  but  not  on  the  register,  was  indicted 
for  obtaining  the  sum  of  10s.  Qd.  by  false  pretences  frc  m 
Henry  James  Ford,  at  Stratton  St.  Margaret,  on  June  9. 
Accused  represented  that  a  powder  which  he  sold  defendant 
was  a  substitute  for  cream  of  tartar.  It  was  alum,  and 
accused  was  found  guilty.  As  he  was  undergoing  a  sentence 
of  six  months'  imprisonment  for  a  similar  fraud  in  Gloucester- 
shire (see  C.  $  D.,  July  8,  page  41),  he  was  sentenced  to  one 
month's  imprisonment,  to  run  concurrently  with  the  unexpired 
period  of  the  present  term. 

Early  Closing. 

The  Board  of  Management  of  the  Early-closing  Association, 
after  conferring  with  Sir  John  Lubbock,  M.P.  (President  of 
the  Association),  and  Mr.  A.  Cameron  Corbett,  M.P.  (Chair-  • 
man),  has  unanimously  resolved : — 

That  Sir  John  Lubbock  and  Mr.  Corbett,  having  explained  the 
present  position  of  the  Early-closing  Bill,  are  requested  to  re- 
introduce it,  and  are  assured  of  the  cordial  support  of  the 
Board. 

Cheshire  Salt  Compensation  Board. 
The  nominations  for  the  election  of  representatives  of  the 
brine-pumpers  of  Mid-Cheshire  on  the  Northwich  District 
Salt  Compensation  Board,  which  was  formed,  under  the  Act 
of  1891,  to  administer  redress  to  persons  suffering  from 
subsidence  of  property  by  reason  of  brine-pumping,  closed 
on  Monday  night.  For  the  third  time,  Mr.  Edward  Milner 
(Messrs.  Brunner,  Mond  &  Co.),  Mr.  J.  Ward  (Salt 
Union),  and  Dt.  Bowman  (Bowman,  Thompson  &  Co.)  have 
been  elected  to  this  Board  as  representatives  of  the  brine- 
pumpers. 

New  Stamps  and  Postcards. 

In  reply  to  Mr.  Henniker  Heaton  in  the  House  of  Commons 
on  Monday,  Mr.  Hanbnry  said  it  was  intended  to  alter  the 
colour  of  the  \d.  stamp  from  red  to  green,  but  the  present 
design  will  not  be  altered.  It  was  also  intended  to  issue  a 
new  Is.  stamp,  but  the  colour  and  design  have  not  yet  been 
decided  upon.  The  department  had  not  been  able  to  over- 
come the  difficulties  in  the  way  of  arranging  for  the  issue  of 
an  Imperial  or  an  international  postage-stamp. 
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A  notice  issued  by  the  Postmaster- General  says  that  on 
November  1  next  a  new  inland  and  a  new  foreign  postcard, 
5 h  inches  by  3|  inches  in  size,  will  be  issued.  These  cards 
(single  and  reply)  will  be  sold  at  the  same  price's  respectively 
as  the  present  inland  thin  cards  and  the  present  foreign 
cards.  The  issue  of  the  oblong  stout  cards  (siugle  and 
reply)  will  be  discontinued  when  the  present  stocks  are 
exhausted,  and  cards  (single  and  reply)  of  the  present 
court  size,  4|  inches  by  3£  inches,  will  be  the  only  stout 
cards  on  sale  in  future.  The  price  of  these  stout  cards 
will  remain  unaltered.  From  the  date  mentioned  the 
maximum  size  of  private  cards  will  be  increased  to  5J  inches 
by  3jr  inches,  to  correspond  with  the  siza  of  the  new  cards. 

Water-analysts  Differ. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  London  County  Council  on  October  24 
it  was  recommended  by  the  Water  Committee  that  the 
chemist  be  authorised  to  continue  the  analyses  of  water 
from  the  Thames  and  the  Lea  above  the  water  companies' 
intakes,  and  of  the  water  drawn  from  the  companies'  mains, 
for  a  further  period  of  three  months.  The  committee 
further  stated  that  the  chemist  had  directed  their  attention 
to  the  variations  in  the  results  of  analyses  made  by  the 
Local  Government  Board,  by  the  companies'  chemists,  and  by 
himself.  He  said  this  was  due  probably  to  the  fact  that 
the  Council's  chemist  drew  his  supplies  daily  from  distri- 
buting mains  all  over  London.  Dr.  Frankland's  samples 
were  taken  from  the  same  standpipes,  but  only  about  once  a 
month,  while  tbe  chemists  employed  by  the  companies  drew 
their  samples  only  from  the  clear-water  wells  at  the  com- 
panies' filter-beds.  The  committee  recommended  that  a 
letter  be  addressed  to  the  Local  Government  Board  asking 
them  to  make  a  daily  examination  of  the  water  supplied  by 
all  the  companies,  but  the  recommendations  were  opposed 
and  stood  over. 

City  and  Guilds  of  London  Institute. 

The  eximination-report  of  the  1898-99  session  of  the  City 
and  Guilds  of  London  Institute  has  just  been  issued.  The 
Institute  bas  been  working  with  the  Science  and  Art  Depart- 
ment for  the  last  twenty  years  by  providing  practical  and 
technical  classes  supplemental  to  the  scientific  and  artistic 
teaching  which  the  Department  provides.  The  report  shows 
that  the  useful  work  of  the  Institute  has  been  well  maintained, 
and  gives  promise  of  even  greater  results  in  f  uture. 

The  Fulham  Cases. 
At  a  meeting  of  the  Sanitary  Committee  of  the  Fnlham 
Vestry  on  October  17,  the  Medical  Officer  reported  that  the 
cases  against  two  local  chemists  had  been  dismissed  at  the 
Police  Court.  He  did  not  quite  know  why  the  case  against 
Mr.  Longstaff  had  been  dismissed,  but  it  was  principally,  he 
thought,  because  the  Magistrate  was  of  opinion  that  the 
case  did  not  come  within  the  provisions  of  the  Food  and 
Drugs  Act.  He  did  not  think  it  was  because  there  was  a 
difference  betweea  the  analysis  of  their  analyst  and  that  of 
Somerset  House.  The  Solicitor,  he  said,  would  mo3t  likely 
report  it  to  the  Law  and  Parliamentary  Committee,  for  they 
had  asked  for  a  case.  Mr.  Lee  hoped  they  would  dismiss 
the  matter  at  once,  but  Mr.  O'Brien  moved  that  the  cases  be 
reported  to  the  Vestry,  and  this  was  carried  by  fifteen  votes 
to  four. 

Sheep-dip  for  Whisky. 

At  an  inquest  held  at  Cockermouth  on  October  19,  on  the 
body  of  George  Bawe,  of  Fays  Farm,  Loweswafcer,  who  died 
from  poisoning,  it  was  stated  that.,  after  visiting  the  Cocker- 
mouth  Sheep-fair,  deceased  and  John  Sisson,  a  neighbouring 
farmer,  started  to  drive  home  in  a  trap,  along  with  a  man 
named  Thompson.  On  the  journey  Bjwe  asked  Sisson  for  a 
drink  of  whisky,  and  the  latter  by  mistake  took  out  of  his 
pocket  a  bottle  of  Wilson's  footrot-liquid.  Of  this  both 
deceased  and  Thompson  drank,  and,  upon  seeing  that  the 
bottle  was  labelled  "Poison,"  they  drove  back  t>  Cocker- 
mouth,  where  medical  aid  was  obtained.  Bjwe  died,  and 
Thompson  remains  in  a  serious  condition. 

A  Trap  accident. 

On  October  29  Mr.  Samuel  Massey,  who  carried  on  a 
chemist's  business  in  conjunction  with  his  brother  at  Market 
S  reet,  Fenton,  while  out  driving  with  a  friend  was  thrown 


from  his  trap  and  fatally  injured.  The  horse  took  fright 
and  bolted,  and,  the  trap  colliding  with  an  electric  pole,  both 
gentlemen  were  severely  hurt,  and  Mr.  Massey  died  on 
October  22.  An  inquest  was  held  the  following  day,  when  a 
verdict  of  accidental  death  was  returned. 


3risb  Ittews. 


Local  newspapers  containing  marked  items  of  news  interesting 
to  the  trade  are  always  welcomed  by  the  Editor. 


Personal. 

Mr.  W.  Corbett,  L.P.S.I.,  late  with  Dr.  Henry  Taaff, 
Medical  Hall,  Londonderry,  has  been  appointed  manager  of 
drug  department  Messrs.  A.  Boyd  &  Co.,  Lisburn. 

At  the  annual  meeting  last  week  of  the  Eoyal  College  of 
Physicians  Messrs.  F.  J.  B.  Qainlan  and  Ninian  Falkiner 
were  appointed  examiners  in  materia  medica  and  pharmacy. 

Mr.  Wm.  Green,  L  P.S.I.,  late  manager  of  the  Richmond 
Pharmacy,  Dublin,  has  been  appointed  to  the  important  post 
of  manager  of  the  Londonderry  branch  of  the  Ulster 
Chemists  (Limited).  Mr.  Green  made  many  friends  in 
Dublin,  and  is  likely  soon  to  become  popular. 

Company  Dividend. 

The  directors  of  the  Drogheda  Chemical  Company 
(Limited)  have  declared  a  dividend  on  the  ordinary  shares 
at  the  rate  of  5  per  cent,  per  annum. 

Business  Changes. 

Mr.  Thomas  M.  Roberts,  Medical  Hall,  Market  Square, 
Enniscorthy,  is  retiring  from  business. 

Mr.  Craill,  L  P.S.I.,  has  removed  his  pharmacy  from  Albert 
Bridge  Road  to  Bloomfield,  Belfast. 

Mr.  Thomas  McOabe,  registered  druggist,  Ballybay,  has 
removed  into  Dew  and  more  suitable  premises  on  the  opposite 
side  of  same  street. 

Messrs.  Andrews  &  Co.,  chemists,  Banbridge,  have  removed 
into  more  extensive  premises  in  same  street,  owing  to  the 
increase  in  their  business.  The  premises  have  been  fitted  up 
very  handsomely. 

A  new  drug-store  has  been  opened  during  the  summer  at 
Ballycastle,  co.  Antrim,  by  Mr.  Robert  Ramsay,  R.D.,  late 
assistant  with  Messrs.  Bonnar,  Henderson  &  Woodside, 
Ballymena. 

Mr.  J.  W.  W.  Agnew,  Clifton  Street,  Belfast,  has  disposed 
of  his  business  at  Old  Park  Road  and  Crumlin  Road  to  Mr. 
R.  Andrews,  L.P.S.I.,  late  manager  of  the  drug  department 
of  Messrs.  Alex.  Bjyd  &  Co.  (Limited),  Lisburn. 

Cairns  Medical  Hall  (Limited),  which  was  recently 
registered  in  Dublin,  is  having  a  neat  pharmacy  fitted  up  at 
Springfield  Terrace,  Falls  Road,  Belfast.  The  fitting-up  of 
the  place  is  being  done  by  Mr.  A.  Mitchell,  Belfast. 

Mr.  Wm.  Haslett,  R  D.,  Ormeau  Road,  has  opened  another 
branch  at  Crumlin  Road,  Belfast.  These  branches  are 
styled  Haslett's  Drug-stores,  but  should  not  be  confounded 
with  the  old-established  firm  of  J.  &  J.  Hasletts  in  North 
Street. 

Analyst  Disapproved  of. 

The  Local  Government  Board  have  informed  the  Guardians 
of  the  Omagh  Union  thai  they  are  unable  to  approve  of  the 
appointment  of  Mr.  S.  V.  O'Connor,  Dublin,  as  analyst  to 
the  Union  because  of  his  lack  of  the  required  qualifications. 
Mr.  Robert  Barklie,  Belfast,  has  been  offered  the  post  at  10Z. 
a  year. 

Irish  Lady  Druggists. 

At  the  recent  examination  held  at  Queen's  College, 
Belfast,  Miss  Margaret  Pcrrott  was  successful  in  passing  the 
Registered  Druggists'  examination.  Miss  Perrott  served 
her  apDrenticeship  at  the  Bloomfield  and  Connswater  Drug 
Hall,  27  Upper  Newtownards  Road,  Ballymacarrett,  which  is 
the  portion  of  Belfast  city  on  the  co.  Down  side  of  the 
River  Logan,  and  in  future  she  will  carry  on  that  business 
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with  her  sister  at  that  address  under  the  title  of  Perrott  & 
Co  Downpatricktown  can  boast  of  newsagents  and  milliners 
who  trade  under  the  style  of  "  Gracey  Sisters,"  but  this  is 
the  first  occasion  in  Ireland  where  two  sisters  (although 
not  using  the  title  as  quoted  above)  have  set  up  as 
druggists.  

Scotcb  mews. 


Local  newspapers  containing  marked  items  of  news  interesting 
to  the  trade  are  always  welcomed  by  the  Editor. 


Fire. 

On  October  20  fire  broke  out  in  the  Motherwell  Apothe- 
caries' Hall,  occupied  by  Mr.  P.  T.  Clarke,  and  damage  to  the 
extent  of  200Z.  was  done. 

Malt- extract  Manufacture. 
The  students  of  the  West  of  Scotland  College  of  Pharmacy, 
accompanied  by  the  principals  (Messrs  Barrie  and  Mefben), 
visited  Paterson's  malt-extract  works  on  October  13.  Mr. 
Paterson  received  the  visitors  at  Lochburn  Malting-works, 
and  showed  ;hem  over  the  various  departments,  carefully 
explaining  the  processes  of  steepiDg  the  barley,  germination, 
drying,  and  cleaning  the  malt,  and  showing  in  detail  the 
critical  and  delicate  nature  of  the  entire  series  of  operations. 
On  October  21  the  same  company  journeyed  to  Greenheads, 
where  they  inspected  the  final  process  of  making  extract 
from  the  malt,  Mr.  Paterson  again  acting  as  cicerone.  In 
the  course  of  his  observations  Mr.  Paterson  said  he  had  now 
solved  the  problem  of  making  malt-extract  so  that  it  would 
keep  without  crystallisation,  and  for  this  it  was  necessary  to 
make  the  malt  from  the  foundation.  The  grain  selected  for 
conversion  into  malt-extract  must  be  grown  in  certain 
districts,  which  have  been  found  by  experience  to  yield  crops 
of  first-class  quality.  It  is  steeped  in  water  for  two  days, 
and  then  spread  out  in  a  layer  6  inches  thick  on  the  floor 
of  a  large  room,  through  which  hot  air  passes,  and  where  it 
is  turned  over  regularly  twice  a  day.  The  grain  soon 
germinates,  and  when  the  plumate  is  a  certain  length  it  is 
removed  to  the  drying-house,  spread  out  on  metallic-gauze 
flooring,  and  gently  but  thoroughly  dried.  The  drying  is 
effected  by  the  hot  air,  which,  as  it  enters  the  building,  is 
sterilised  by  being  made  to  pass  over  a  red-hot  fire.  The 
dry  product  is  malt.  To  make  extract  about  a  ton  of  malt 
is  crushed,  suspended  in  warm  water  for  some  hours,  filtered, 
and  the  clear  liquor  transferred  to  the  vacuum-pans  for 
concentration  to  a  thick  viscid  extract.  "  Pan  "  is  a  mis- 
nomer ;  it  is  really  a  tall  metallic  cylinder  partly  filled  with 
hot-water  tubes.  When  the  proper  amount  of  liquor  is 
added  the  cylinder  is  connected  with  an  air-pump,  which 
rapidly  exhausts  ihe  air  and  causes  the  solution  to  boil  at  a 
remarkably  low  temperature.  When  ebullition  is  well 
established  the  air-pump  is  put  out  of  action,  and  is  replaced 
by  an  efficient  steam-condensing  apparatus,  which  keeps  up 
the  process  to  the  end.  A  thermometer  with  a  stem  about 
6  feet  long  projects  from  the  top  of  the  cylinder,  and  this  is 
frequently  consulted  to  prevent  overheating,  which  would 
instantly  destroy  the  valuable  diastase  of  the  extract. 


jfrencb  Iftews. 

(From  our  Paris  Correspondent.) 


Kruger  and  Richelieu. — A  French  newspaper  has  dis- 
covered that  Oom  Paul  is  a  connection  of  the  Gie  it  Cardinal. 
The  relationship  is  brought  about  by  his  first  wife,  who  was 
a  Miss  du  Plessis,  this  being  Richelieu's  family  name.  It 
seems  that  an  ancestor  of  this  lady  was  an  apothecary  or 
chirargeon,  and  he  went  to  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  in  the 
seventeenth  century  in  the  employ  of  the  Dutch  India 
Company. 

The  International  Congress  of  Applied  Chemistry 
is  now  definitely  organised,  and  will  form  part  of  the  series 
■of  congresses  to  be  held  in  Paris  during  the  Exhibition  next 


year.  The  General  Secretary  is  M.  F.  Dupont,  of  156 
Boulevard  Magenta,  Paris,  and  the  organising  committee 
includes  M.  Berthelot,  as  Honorary  President,  and  M. 
Moissan,  as  President.  As  already  announced,  the  congress 
will  be  divided  into  ten  different  sections,  that  of  most 
interest  to  pharmacists  being  Section  8,  consisting  of 
hygiene,  medicinal  and  pharmaceutical  chemistry,  &c.  The 
others  include  analytical  chemistry,  industrial  chemistry  of 
organic  products,  agricultural  chemistry  and  photography, 
and  electro-chemistry. 

Algeria  as  a  Health-resort — Dr.  GroF,  an  Algerian 
doctor,  writing  on  "  Medical  Geography  "  in  the  Revue  des 
Sciences,  says  that  in  sending  phthisical  patients  to  Algeria 
doctors  ought  to  seriously  study  the  conditions  of  their 
clients'  general  health,  as  well  as  their  pockets,  and  the 
resources  of  the  locality  whither  they  are  recommended 
to  proceed.  "  Yearly,"  savs  he,  "  phthisical  patients  are  sent 
here  who  derive  no  benefit  from  the  change."  On  the  other 
hand,  Dr.  Gros  mentions  that  malaria  is  practically  unknown 
in  Algeria. 

Asilum  Pharmacists — A  competitive  examination  will 
be  held  at  1  Rue  Cabanis,  Paris,  on  November  6,  for  the 
posts  of  pharmacists  at  the  several  asylums  of  the  Seine 
Department.  Twenty-seven  is  fixed  as  the  maximum  age  for 
the  candidates  ;  certificates  of  good  conduct  are  largely 
insisted  on,  as  well  as  a  clean  judicial  record  and  a  cer- 
tificate of  revaccination.  Three  years'  experience  of  practical 
pharmacy,  with  one  year  in  the  same  officine,  is  also  a  sine 
qua  non.  The  examination  comprises  botany,  pharmaceutical 
chemistry,  and  pharmacy,  all  in  theory  and  practice.  The 
sa'aries  for  the  appointments  rise  from  800f.  (32Z.)  to  l,100f. 
(44Z  )  per  annum,  with  board  and  lodging  free. 

Explosion  at  a  Pharmacist's. — One  day  last  week  a 
violent  explosion  caused  a  good  deal  of  commotion  amongst 
the  inhabitants  of  the  rue  d'Angouleme,  Paris.  It  took 
place  in  M.  Lecocq's  pharmacy,  where  one  of  the  assistants, 
M.  Emile  Ferrand  (27),  was  making  up  a  prescription  in 
which  a  considerable  proportion  of  alcohol  was  used.  The 
explosion  occurred  while  he  was  heating  the  preparation  in 
a  water-bath  over  a  gas-stove.  It  was  of  extreme  violence 
setting  fire  to  a  carboy  of  alcohol,  devastating  the  dis- 
pensary, and  blowing  the  shop-window  out.  The  assistant 
was  very  seriously  burned,  and  a  lady  customer  in  the  shop 
was  also  injured.  A  similar  accident  to  this,  produced 
under  almost  identical  conditions,  occurred  a  few  months 
ago  at  a  pharmacy  in  the  rue  Feydeau,  Paris. 

Obituary. — M.  Jean  Thomau,  whose  death  was  referred 
to  by  M.  Leidie  at  the  last  meeting  of  the  Paris  Society  of 
Pharmacy,  was  not  only  a  pharmacien  of  the  first  rank,  but 
also  a  notable  Parisian.  For  eighteen  years  consecutively  he 
occupied  the  position  of  Mayor  of  the  13th  Arrondissement  of 
Paris,  besides  other  public  positions,  and  he  was  a  Chevalier 
of  the  Legion  of  Honour.  In  matters  of  administration  and 
finance  his  ability  was  acknowledged.  He  did  much  to 
improve  the  pharmaceutical  services  in  the  Paris  hospitals. 
He  was  elected  a  member  of  the  Paris  Society  of  Pharmacy  in 
1888,  and  was  65  years  of  age. — The  death  is  also  announced 
of  Mme.  Charcot,  widow  of  the  eminent  Paris  physician, 
at  the  age  of  61.  She  was  mother-in-law  to  M.  Waldeck- 
Rousseau,  the  present  French  Prime  Minister. 

A  Point  op  Law  has  been  decided  by  the  Civil  Tribunal 
at  Evreux,  which  is  of  some  inteiest  as  drawing  attention  to 
the  fact  that  pharmacists,  in  common  with  doctors,  dentists, 
&c,  have  no  legal  claim  in  France  for  accounts  that  have 
been  outstanding  for  more  than  two  years,  the  last  legislation 
on  this  point  dating  from  November,  1892.  The  plaintiff  was 
a  pharmacist  at  Saint  Andre  who  claimed  payment  of 
140f.  for  medicines  supplied  since  December,  1891.  He 
pleaded  that  the  prescribed  limit  of  two  years  could  not 
apply,  as  the  defendant  had  acknowledged  the  debt  before 
witnesses.  On  the  other  hand  the  defendant  paid  42f.  into 
court  for  medicines  supplied  during  the  two  preceding  years, 
but  protested  that  the  prices  were  exaggerated  and  stated 
that  the  balance  of  the  debt  had  been  already  settled.  The 
case  had  been  previously  heard  at  Saint  Andre,  and  came  up 
on  appeal  at  Evreux,  where  the  Judge,  after  reviewing  the 
evidence  and  the  text  of  the  law  on  the  subject,  confirmed 
the  judgment  in  favour  of  the  defendant,  the  entire  costs  of 
the  case  being  saddled  on  the  pharmacist. 
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The  Indigo- chop. — The  latest  news  of  the  crop  is  very 
hopeful.  Though  the  turn-out  this  year  has  been  small,  prices 
are  expected  to  show  a  decided  improvement,  as  much  as  Is. 
per  lb.  being  predicted. 

Sanitobium  fob  Simla. — The  Indian  Government  have 
offered  to  purchase  the  Gorton  Castle  estate  at  Simla  as  a 
site  for  a  proposed  new  sanitorium  for  Europeans  and 
Eurasians,  which,  it  is  estimated,  will  cost  something  over  a 
lakh  of  rupees. 

Shelved. — Certain  proposals,  approved  by  the  Local 
Governments  and  the  Government  of  India,  for  improving 
the  position  and  prospects  of  civil  hospital  assistants,  who 
are  in  the  majority  of  instances  the  sons  of  domiciled 
Europeans,  have  been  shelved  for  a  time,  owing  to  the  heavy 
plague  and  famine  outlay. 

Art  in  Ceylon. — The  Kandy  branch  of  the  Colombo 
Apothecaries'  Company  are  busily  preparing  some  very  fine 
crayon  drawings,  which  are  to  be  exhibited  at  the  Paris 
Exhibition.  The  company  of  late  have  earned  quite  a 
reputation  for  this  class  of  work,  and  have  developed  a  large 
trade  in  bromide  enlargements,  constituting  local  scenery. 

Fibe. — A  Simla  telegram,  dated  September  29,  announces 
the  entire  destruction  by  fire  of  the  Muktesar  Bacteriological 
Laboratory,  in  the  Kumaon  Hills,  on  September  27.  The 
fire  appears  to  have  originated  in  the  quarters  of  the 
Imperial  bacteriologist.  The  loss  is  estimated  at  somewhat 
over  a  lakh  of  rupees.  The  records  and  contents  of  the 
library  were  saved. 

India's  Tbade  with  the  United  States. — The  total 
value  of  India's  imports  from  the  United  States,  which  are 
chiefly  confined  to  kerosene,  cotton  piece-goods  and  tobacco, 
fell  off  last  year  by  some  six  lakhs  of  rupees  (56,250Z), 
and  the  exports  from  India  to  the  States,  which  consist 
principally  of  hides  and  skins,  jute,  indigo,  shellac,  saltpetre, 
cocoanut  oil,  and  tea,  dropped  to  the  value  of  half  a  crore  of 
rupees  (468.750Z  ).  Mr.  O'Oonor,  the  Director-General  of 
Statistics  to  the  Government  of  India,  in  his  trade  review  for 
last  year  remarks  that  India's  trade  with  the  United  States 
does  not  tend  to  increase.  The  import  trade  depends  mainly 
on  kerosene,  and  the  consumption  of  this  oil,  says  Mr. 
O'Oonor,  does  not  expand  because  Kussian  oil  is  cheaper, 
and  has  not  to  be  carried  so  far.  The  export  trade  also 
manifests  no  tendency  to  increase.  Th9  Americans  do  not 
now  take  Indian  linseed,  the  cutch  trade  has  also  fallen 
away,  and  the  demand  for  Indian  mica  has  become  trifling. 
Indigo  is  in  a  stationary  condition,  and  tanned  skins  are  in 
declining  demand. 

Patent  Medicines  in  India. — The  value  of  the  articles 
imported  into  India  last  year  under  the  heading  "  Chemicals, 
Drugs,  &c,"  was  more  than  two  crores  of  rupees,  and  the 
official  trade  reporter  states  that  perhaps  more  than  half 
the  import  of  "drugs"  consists  of  "patent  medicines 
which  are  freely  scattered  over  the  country  for  the  cure 
of  the  ignorant."  Commenting  on  the  abore,  the  Madras 
Times  thinks  this  is  rather  bard  on  patent  medicines,  for 
there  are  many  people  who  are  decidedly  not  of  the 
"ignorant"  class,  but  who  nevertheless  swear  by  a  par- 
ticular pill,  potion,  or  lotion,  by  which,  in  their  experience, 
they  feel  that  they  have  been  either  cured  or  relieved  of 
some  ill  of  the  flesh.  In  India,  however,  more  perhaps  than 
in  other  countries,  the  patent  medicine  tends  to  run  to 
absurdities,  and  besides  the  imported  medicines  there  are  a 
good  many  India-made  patent  medicines  on  which  even  more 
money  is  spent  than  on  the  importations.  There  is,  of 
course,  no  stamp-duty  on  a  "  patent  medicine  "  that  is  made 
in  India,  and  the  consequence  is  that  even  little  shanty- 
chemists  of  Indian  towns,  trading  generally  under  a  British 
name  followed  by  a  loud-sounding  "  &  Co.,"  have  patent 
mixtures  of  their  own,  and  possibly  do  a  good  mofussil 
business  with  unsuspecting  outsiders.  Too  many  of  these 
Indian  patent  medicines  are  for  incurable  complaints,  the 
victim  of  which  swallows  bottlefuls  of  one  sort  after 
another.  It  has  been  a  matter  of  surprise  to  many  in  official 
circles  that  patent  medicines  manufactured  in  India  should 
not  be  taxed  similarly  to  those  in  Great  Britain. 


Hustralaelan  IRews. 


Fixed  Pbices  — The  Otago  Pharmaceutical  Association 
are  appealing  to  the  Pharmaceutical  Association  in  New 
Zealand  with  a  view  to  making  an  appeal  to  the  manufac- 
turers of  proprietary  medicines  in  regard  to  the  fixing  of 
the  minimum  retail  pricss  on  a  more  equitable  basis. 

A  Hint  fob  Ibeland. — At  the  monthly  meeting  of  the 
Victoria  Pharmacy  Board  on  August  9,  an  application  was 
received  from  a  candidate  desirous  of  presenting  himself  for 
the  certificate  of  public  analyst  in  accordance  with  the 
regulations  of  the  Department  of  Public  Health.  The 
examination  was  to  be  held  on  August  14  and  15,  and  to  be 
under  the  control  of  Messrs.  S.  Piowman,  W.  Sutherland, 
and  C.  R.  Blackett. 

New  Zealand  Pharmacy  Act. — An  important  point  has 
arisen  under  this  Act  which  makes  it  probable  that  every 
chemist  who  was  in  business  or  a  manager  in  any  part  of 
Australia  and  held  a  colonial  certificate  on  November  5, 
1898,  is  entitled  to  registration  in  New  Zealand  without 
examination  on  making  application  in  proper  form.  The 
N.Z.  Pharmacy  Board  are  resisting  this  interpretation,  and 
it  may  be  that  the  matter  will  have  to  be  settled  by  the 
Courts.  The  dispute  depends  on  whether  the  wording  "  any 
Australian  colony  "  was  intended  to  be  restricted  to  colonies 
in  New  Zealand. 

Pure  Chemicals. — The  Queensland  Government  Analyst 
complains  in  his  report  of  the  impurity  of  so-called  pure 
chemicals.  He  says: — "  In  the  beginning  of  the  year  a 
supply  of  chemicals  supposed  to  be  chemically  pure  was 
obtained  from  one  of  the  best  Eoglish  firms,  but  most  of  the 
substances  supplied  were  certainly  not  pure.  For  examples, 
the  zinc  contained  arsenic,  the  fusion-mixture  contained 
silica,  iron,  alumina,  and  magnesia,  and  the  citric  and  tartaric 
acids  contained  lead  ;  while,  although  the  substances  were  all 
sent  here  in  glass-stoppered  bottles  with  parchment  over  the 
stoppers,  most  of  tne  chemicals  had  small  pieces  of  papsr 
sawdust,  or  straw  mixed  through  them." 


"  Our  Own  "  Remedies. 

I  have  occasionally  referred,  writes  a  New  York  corres- 
pondent, to  a  smart  advertising  New  York  druggist  whose  win- 
dow displays  create  no  small  sensation  in  his  neighbourhood. 
He  believes  in  making  his  windows  so  attractive  that  there  is 
generally  a  crowd  around  them  all  the  time.  He  also  issues 
a  monthly  price-list,  from  which  I  give  his  latest  ideas 
about  patent  medicines  and  his  own  proprietary  articles  :  — 

There  are  a  number  of  special  preparations  and  family 
remedies  described  in  this  book,  and  we  wish  to  make  some 
candid  statements  in  regard  to  them.  We  believe  it  is  the  first 
duty  of  the  pharmacist  to  co-operate  with  physicians,  and  that  his 
highest  mission  is  the  filling  of  physicians'  prescriptions.  But 
the  occupation  of  the  druggist  is  a  twofold  one.  He  is  both  a 
merchant  and  a  professional  man.  We  try  to  so  harmonise  the 
conditions  that  the  real  interests  of  both  physicians  and  the 
public  will  be  served.  We  have  the  confidence  and  friendship  of 
scores  of  physicians,  and  our  prescription  business  is  extremely 
large. 

We  candidly  advise  our  friends  to  consult  their  physicians  in  all 
cases  where  health  is  seriously  threatened.  But  the  fact  remains 
that  the  advertising  of  the  patent-medicine  men  has  gradually 
induced  people  to  treat  themselves  for  minor  ills,  and  hence  a 
large  proportion  of  the  trade  of  any  druggist  consists  of  the  sale 
of  remedies  which  his  customers  demand,  and  of  the  merit  of 
which  neither  he  nor  his  patron  has  real  knowledge.  So  many  of 
these  remedies  are  made  by  irresponsible  parties  that  we  feel  that 
the  druggist  conserves  the  public  good  by  endeavouring  to  replace 
them  with  reliable  preparations  of  his  own.  The  remedies  we 
offer  are  made  in  our  own  laboratory  in  a  careful  and  scientific 
manner,  the  ingredients  of  most  of  them  are  stated,  and  all  of 
them  are  returnable  if  they  fail  to  give  satisfaction.  They  are  not 
intended  to  supplant  the  physician,  but  to  supplant  injurious 
nostrums. 

Looking  through  the  price-list  I  find  a  nerve-tonic  which 
cures  paralysis,  apoplexy,;  St.  Vitus's  dance,  &c,  and  some 
pills  which  "  are  as  much  like  coated  electricity  as  science 
can  make  them,"  also  some  vitalising  pills  which  "  banish 
all  feelings  of  bashf ulness  towards  the  opposite  sex."  Com- 
ment is  needless. 
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Soutb  Hfrican  mews. 

{From  our  Correspondents.) 

Consular  Activity. — U.S.  Consul  J.  G.  Stowe,  of  Cape 
Town,  is  an  energetic  man.  He  is  continually  writing  home 
to  his  Government  on  American  trade  opportunities  in  South 
Africa,  and  he  commences  his  latest  report  with  the  follow- 
ing pertinent  question :  "  Why  does  not  the  United  S  tates,  with 
her  resources,  furnish  this  Colony  (the  Cape)  with  certain 
commodities  and  preparations  the  iDgredients  and  bases  of 
which  are  produced  more  largely  in  the  United  States  than 
elsewhere  ?  "  Of  course  he  does  not  pretend  to  answer  the 
question  himself,  but  gives  a  few  examples,  showing  that  the 
bulk  or  basis  of  the  goods  imported  into  South  Africa  are  of 
American  origin.  Of  soap,  for  instance,  the  imports  from  the 
United  Kingdom  were  12,989,781  lbs.  in  1898,  out  of  a  total 
importation  of  13,292,343  lbs.,  and  yet  nearly  all  the  soap 
stock— fats  and  the  cotton- seed  oil — are  of  American  origin. 
So  Mr.  Stowe  says ;  but  he  is  wrong.  This  is  only  one 
instance :  there  are  many  others,  including  everything  from 
candles  to  typewriters.  The  one  reason  above  all  others 
for  the  prevailing  condition  of  things  (says  Mr.  Stowe)  is 
that  Great  Britain  has  the  ships,  the  banking  facilities,  and 
the  great  merchants  located  in  foreign  countries.  We  agree 
with  him. 

Natal  Pharmacy. — Messrs.  E.  K.  Elgie,  J.  E.  Marchant, 
and  D.  Charlton  have  been  elected  members  of  the  Natal 
Pharmacy  Board,  and  Messrs.  G.  A.  Champion  and  C.  A. 
Fawcett  have  been  nominated  by  the  Governor  to  seats  on 
the  Board.  The  proposal  to  amend  the  Medical  and  Phar- 
macy Act  of  1896  has  taken  definite  steps,  and  a  Bill  for 
that  purpose  is  now  before  the  Legislature.  It  is  proposed 
in  this  Bill  to  increase  the  number  of  members  of  the 
Pharmacy  Board  to  six  by  giving  the  Governor  a  third 
nomination.  The  Bill  also  deals  with  the  sale  of  poisons, 
r£ quiring  general  dealers,  who  are  privileged  to  sell  arsenic 
and  strychnine  in  staled  parcels  supplied  by  persons 
registered  under  the  Act,  to  take  out  a  certificate,  for  which 
a  payment  of  11.  is  proposed.  The  Bill  further  proposes  to 
forbid  the  sale  of  poisons  to  persons  under  the  age  of  15, 
and  it  will  require  chemists',  shops  to  be  conducted  under 
the  bond- fide  and  personal  supervision  of  the  qualified  pro- 
prietor, or  in  the  case  of  branch  shops  by  a  person  registered 
under  the  Act.  The  Bill  also  deals  with  various  medical, 
dental,  and  veterinary  questions ;  but,  in  its  progress 
through  the  House,  it  has  been  considerably  amended  at 
the  request  of  chemists  and  medical  men.  When  the  mail 
left  it  was  still  under  consideration. 

Tariffs  on  Drugs  —  For  the  information  of  shippers  and 
Cape,  Natal,  and  Rhodesian  chemists  I  give,  writes  our 
Cape  Town  correspondent,  a  few  definitions  as  to  medicinal 
preparations  and  drugs  for  dispensing  over  which  a  deal  of 
soreness  is  felt.  The  intricacies  were  explained  to  me  by 
the  Customs  authorities  at  Cape  Town  and  Bulawayo.  Syrup, 
ferri  phosph.  co.  when  labelled  as  Parrish's  syrap  is  liable 
to  20  per  cent,  ad  valorem ;  the  same  applies  to  Easton's 
syrup.  Jejes',  Condy's,  and  similar  disinfectants  come 
under  the  free  list ;  so  do  serums ;  while  the  products  of 
Burroughs,  Wellcome  &  Co.  and  Oppenheimer  (except  hypo- 
dermic syringes,  which  are  levied  on  at  the  rate  of  7§  per 
cent.)  are  subject  to  20  per  cent.  Hewlett's  mist,  santali 
co.  and  other  mixtures  are  termed  drugs  for  dispensing,  and 
enter  as  such  at  7^  per  cent. ;  but  Fellows'  syrup  is  a  patent, 
subject  to  20  per  cent.  Brand's,  Valentine's,  Wyeth's,  and 
other  meat  juices  and  extracts  must  pay  Si.0  per  cent. — they 
are  specially  cared  for  in  the  tariff — while  all  foods,  such 
as  Meliin's,  Nestles,  Horlick's,  &c,  as  previously  pointed 
out,  can  be  imported  at  7|  per  cent.  So  can  vaseline  in 
bulk,  but  the  packed  variety  must  pay  20  psr  cent.  Hall's 
and  other  coca-wines,  also  Wincarnis,  are  levied  on  at  the 
rate  of  9s.  per  gal.,  plus  7£  per  cent,  ad  valorem. 

Botanising— Mr.  T.  F.  Cheeseman,  Curator  of  the  Auck- 
land Museum,  has  been  away  on  a  scientific  mission  to  the 
island  of  Raratonga  in  the  Cook  group,  and  has  returned 
after  three  months'  absence.  The  trip  was  undertaken  at 
the  request  of  English  botanists,  in  order  to  investigate  the 
botany  of  the  island,  which  has  never  hitherto  been 
systematically  examined  or  classified. 


Colonial  ano  foreign  IRews. 

The  Rio  Chamber  of  Deputies  have  adopted  an  amendment 
doubling  the  stamp-tax  on  artificial  mineral  waters. 

Locusts  are  Prevalent  in  German  East  Africa,  but 
twenty  swarms  have  been  destroyed  with  locust  fungus, 
cultivated  in  the  Bacteriological  Institute  of  Grahamstown. 

Ether- drinking  is  so  common  in  East  Prussia  that  the 
Government  is  taking  active  steps  to  stop  the  abuse.  They 
go  as  far  as  to  suggest  that  ether  should  only  be  supplied 
on  a  prescription. 

Brazilian  Business  Bad. — Several  foreign  importing- 
houses  are  proposing  to  close  up  business  in  Rio,  because  of 
the  hard  times  and  the  increasing  difficulties  forced  upon 
them  by  the  present  unstable  state  of  affairs. 

Opium  in  the  Federated  Malay  States. — Sir  Frank 
Swettenham,  in  his  Administration  Report  for  1898,  states 
that  last  February  the  duty  on  opium  imported  into  the 
Malay  States  was  increased  by  nearly  50  per  cent.  The 
increased  revenue  was  urgently  required  by  the  Govern- 
ment. 

Duty  on  Collodion  in  the  Netherlands. — It  has 
been  decreed  by  a  royal  order  that,  subject  to  certain  regula- 
tions as  to  quantitits  admitted,  destination,  &c,  so  as  to 
guard  against  the  abuse  of  the  privilege,  collodion  required 
in  the  preparation  of  incandescent-light  mantles  shall  be 
exempted  from  import  dues. 

Personal— Dr.  Edwin  Mead  Wilcox,  Fellow  in  Economic 
Botany,  of  Harvard  University,  U.S.A.,  is  spending  a  month 
in  Ceylon  studying  certain  phases  of  tropical  agriculture  in 
connection  with  the  establishment  in  South  Central  Cuba,  of 
a  sub-tropical  laboratory.  From  Ceylon  he  proceeds  to  Java 
to  spend  about  six  months  in  similar  studies,  and  thence 
through  China  and  Japan  to  the  U.S. 

German  Consols. — The  reforms  that  Germany  is  about 
to  introduce  into  its  consular  service  are  likely  to  have  far- 
reaching  and  beneficial  lesults  to  German  trade.  Future 
consuls  must  understand  the  language  of  the  country,  have 
a  knowledge  of  consular,  commercial,  and  shipping  law,  and 
be  acquainted  with  the  institutions,  manners,  and  needs  of 
the  people  with  whom  they  reside.  A  leaf  from  the  same 
book  might  be  taken  by  our  own  authorities. 

Opium- licences  in  Ceylon. — The  Ceylon  Government 
propose  to  introduce  an  Ordinance  to  consolidate  and  amend 
the  law  relating  to  the  sale  of  opium,  and  the  chairman  of 
the  various  municipalities  throughout  the  island  has  been 
requested  to  postpone  the  sale  of  the  licences  until  the  new 
Ordinance  is  passed.  It  is  believed  that  restrictions  will  be 
placed  on  the  sale  and  consumption  of  the  drug  on  the 
representation  of  the  anti-opium  local  party. 

By  New  Treaties  which  have  been  drawn  up  between 
China  and  Korea  the  import  of  opium  into  the  latter  place 
is  prohibited,  and  if  either  foreign  or  Chinese  grown  opium 
is  imported  by  Chinese  subjects  it  is  to  be  confiscated,  and 
the  offending  party  fined  twice  its  original  value.  The 
export  of  red  ginseng  from  Korea  has  always  been  pro- 
hibited. If  Chinese  subjects  clandestinely  buy  and  export 
it  without  the  special  permission  of  the  Korean  Govern- 
ment they  will  be  fined  twice  the  value  and  the  ginseng 
will  be  confiscated. 

German  Chemical  Industry. — In  an  article  on  trade 
and  labour  in  Germany  the  United  States  Vice-Consul- 
General  at  Frankfort  states  that  the  chemical-industry  is 
still  in  good  condition,  although  the  efforts  of  foreign 
countries  to  make  themselves  independent  of  German 
chemical  supplies  are  beginning  to  be  felt.  The  United  States 
is  thriving  in  this  direction,  so  much  so  that  several  large 
German  establishments  have  been  compelled  to  establish 
branch  factories  in  America  in  order  to  retain  their  business. 
Those  making  aniline  colours  have  less  to  fear,  as  it  will  be 
difficult  for  Americans  to  learn  the  secret  of  their  manufac- 
ture. The  export  of  aniline  dyes  increased  from  53,200,000m. 
in  value  in  1894  to  72,000,000m.  in  1898.  Of  this  amount 
the  United  States  took  15,600  000m. ;  Great  Britain, 
14,600.000m.  ;  Austria- Hungary,  7,000,000m.  ;  Italy, 
4  500,000m. ;  and  China,  5,400,000m. 
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ftbe  Volunteer  Compounder. 


WHILST  the  question  of  pharmaceutical  Volunteers  is  to 
the  front,  perhaps  the  experiences  of  a  brother  "  pill " 
who  has  acted  as  a  compounder  under  the  old  sjstem,  and 
now  does  so  in  the  new,  may  interest  the  readers  of  the 
C.  $  D.  Early  in  the  seventies  I  joined  the  Volunteers, 
was  duly  put  through  my  facings,  and  posted  to  a  company, 
and  when  the  names  of  those  wishing  to  join  the  Volunteer 
battalion  to  proceed  to  the  autumn  manoeuvres  at  Cannock 
Chase  were  asked  I  gave  mine  in.  I  duly  received  ray  kit, 
and  proceeded  to  camp.  I  may  mention  that  the  doctor 
appointed  to  the  Volunteers  was  a  friend  of  my  father,  and 
he  promised  that,  as  an  embryo  chemist,  I  should  have  the 
appointment  of  "  Sergeant-Surgeon  "  (I  believe  that  wa9  the 
title,  although  I  never  could  find  out  for  certain).  Shortly 
before  the  day  we  started  he  sent  down  a  leather  wallet 
with  a  strap,  to  be  carried  on  the  back,  and  this  I  had  to  fill 
with  such  things  as  we  thought  would  be  required,  amongst 
them  friars'  balsam,  chlorodyne,  sal  volatile,  soap  cerate  and 
diachylon  plasters,  bandages,  &c.  On  the  appointed  day  we 
started,  and  safely  arrived  at  the  camp,  where  we  were 
assigned  our  various  duties  and  appointments  by  the 
sergeant-major.  I  was  appointed  in  charge  of  the  battalion 
hospital-tent,  with  wallet  and  two  very  old-pattern  stretchers. 
The  Volunteer  battalion  was  composed  of  men  from 
various  regiments,  but  we  all  were  friends  soon,  and  before 
the  week  was  over  might  have  known  each  other  for  years. 
That  is  one  good  feature  of  the  Queen's  uniform — it  levels 
all ;  and  the  haughty  gentleman  who  wants  to  keep  himself 
aloof  from  what  he  considers  the  lower  stratum  soon  finds 
the  tent  too  warm  for  him  and  climbs  down. 

Having  my  appointment,  I  set  to  work  to  find  first  the 
tent  and  then  the  wallet  and  stretchers.  On  reporting 
myself  to  the  doctor  I  was  told  I  might  sleep  in  the  tent 
with  my  comrades  if  there  was  nobody  in  the  hospital-tent, 
but  in  case  of  a  patient  I  must  sleep  there,  and  might  have 
a  light  burning  all  night — the  only  one  allowed  in  the  camp 
after  "  Lights  out "  is  sounded.  The  next  morning  (Sunday) 
there  was  no  drill,  but  church -parade  about  10  o'clock,  and 
the  heat  was  awful.  I  fell  in  beside  the  doctor  and  pro- 
ceeded just  outside  the  camp  for  service,  without  the  wallet ; 
but  the  service  had  scarcely  commenced  before  I  had  to 
fetch  the  wallet,  and  sal  volatile  was  in  great  request,  one 
drawback  of  Cannock  Chase  being  the  want  of  shade. 

On  Monday  began  the  work  of  the  week.  On  parading  I 
had  to  obtain  four  men  to  carry  the  stretchers,  and  the 
doctor  and  I  had  to  follow  the  brigade  in  the  rear  with  the 
ambulance-waggon  and  pick  up  the  stragglers  and  sick,  give 
what  was  required,  and  send  to  the  ambulance-van  those 
who  were  too  ill  to  walk.  On  arriving  at  the  camp  after  the 
day's  work  all  those  who  were  too  ill  to  go  to  their  tents 
were  taken  to  the  general  hospital,  which  was  in  charge  of 
the  Army  Hospital  Corps  (now  the  Eiyal  Medical  Staff 
Corps),  and  any  not  bad  enough  for  that,  but  not  well 
enough  for  their  tents,  were  taken  to  my  hospital-tent  and 
treated  by  the  doctor.  Every  morning  it  was  my  duty 
before  first  parade  to  go  round  to  every  tent  and  inquire  if 
there  were  any  sick.  I  refrain  from  mentioning  the  replies 
I  got.  Then  there  was  a  foot-parade,  when  all  men  whose 
feet  were  either  galled  or  blistered  presented  themselves, 
and  that  was  where  the  soap  cerate  plaster  came  in.  The 
majority  of  injuries  were  very  slight,  the  most  serious  being 
caused  by  the  stretcher  to  one  of  the  bearers,  the  iron  rod 
which  kept  the  two  handles  apart  flying  up  and  cutting  the 
man's  eye. 

When  the  compounder  of  the  bearer  brigade  resigned  I 
was  asked  to  join,  with  a  view  of  filling  the  vacancy,  and 
having  been  assured  that  the  appointment  carried  sergeant's 
stripes  I  consented,  and  was  sworn.  The  bearer  brigade  is 
quite  a  new  arm  of  the  Volunteer  service,  and  takes  the 
same  place  as  the  Koyal  Medical  Staff  Corps  in  the 
"  regulars."  I  believe  it  is  at  present  an  experiment,  and  if 
found  to  answer  it  will  doubtless  be  put  on  a  proper  footing. 
That  it  is  wanted  the  present  dearth  of  dispensers  fully 
demonstrates.  On  joining  this  bearer  brigade  the  recruit 
has  to  go  through  a  course  of  company-drill,  and  then 
through  stretcher-drill,  with  closed  and  open  stretchers, 
lifting  wounded  and  placing  them  on  the  stretcher  and 
taking  them  off  stretcher,  placing  the  patient  on  the  stretcher 


into  the  ambulance-waggon,  and  again  unloading  the  am- 
bulance-waggon, besides  being  trained  in  guard-mounting 
and  orderly  and  fatigue  duties.  He  has  also  to  attend  a 
series  of  lectures  on  the  structure  of  the  body,  and  has  to 
take  practical  instruction  in  the  art  of  bandagicg  fractures 
and  stopping  hemorrhage,  and,  generally,  he  must  acquire 
knowledge  of  how  to  give  first  aid  to  wounded  men  on  the 
battlefield.  All  this  instruction  is  followed  by  an  examina- 
tion, which  one  must  pass  before  he  can  wear  the  Geneva 
Cross  on  his  arm.  Having  been  through  a  St.  John's 
Ambulance  course  of  training,  I  had  no  difficulty  with  the 
examination.  I  was  first  promoted  to  corporal,  then  to 
sergeant,  and  had  to  study  the  ".Red  Book"  and  the 
"Manual,"  and  go  out  and  drill  the  company  in  company 
and  stretcher  drill.  At  the  end  of  the  Volunteer  year  I 
had  with  three  others  to  present  myself  for  the  sergeant's 
examination,  and  I  can  assure  you  that  was  no  joke.  We 
had  to  drill  a  squad  in  company,  and  afterwards  stretcher- 
drill,  and  then  had  a  written  examination  of  about  forty 
questions,  the  whole  examination  lasting  about  four  hours ; 
but  I  was  pleased  one  day  to  receive  a  certificate,  Army 
form  E538,  and  to  feel  that  the  stripes  I  wore  had  been 
fairly  earned. 

As  to  camp  work  under  the  new  system,  I  may  say,  in  the 
first  place,  that  all  the  officers  of  the  brigade  are  doctors, 
There  are  a  lieutenant-colonel  and  captain  and  lieutenant, 
and  the  usual  non-commissioned  officers— sergeant-major, 
quartermaster-sergeant,  and  sergeant-compounder.  We  have 
a  camp  of  our  own,  consisting  of  the  hospital-marquee,  dis- 
pensary, mess  tent  or  marquee,  and  the  usual  bell  tents  for 
the  brigade,  consisting  of  about  eighty  men,  also  an 
ambulance-waggon.  There  are  three  drills  a  day,  the  men 
going  out  of  camp  on  to  the  training-ground  with  the  rest 
of  the  battalions,  and  on  field-days  they  follow  the  line  and 
pick  up  any  that  may  have  fallen  out,  search  woods  for  any 
that  may  be  hurt  or  sick,  and,  having  found  any,  convey 
them  to  the  ambulance-waggon,  after  rendering  what  aid 
they  can.  There  are  four  men  to  each  stretcher,  two  to 
carry  and  two  to  relieve,  one  of  whom  carries  the  water- 
bottle,  and  the  other  the  valise,  containing  splints,  bandages, 
and  simple  medicines.  The  ambulance-waggon  when  full 
returns  to  the  hospital-tent,  where  the  patients  are  treated. 

As  to  the  duties  of  the  compounder.    On  reaching  camp 
he  goes  to  his  tent  and  deposits  his  belongings,  puts  himself 
in  undress,  and  reports  himself  to  the  colonel,  who  gives  him 
the  key  of  the  medicine-chest  which  is  in  the  dispensary  and 
informs  him  that  the  hospital  and  the  dispensary  are  under 
his  charge  and  that  he  will  have  two  orderlies  told  off  every 
day  to  the  hospital  to  act  as  nurses,  and  that  the  medical 
officer  of  the  day  will  visit  the  dispensary  at  certain  hours 
during  the  day  to  see  patients  from  the  whole  of  the  camp, 
who  must  attend  at  such  hours,  and  also  to  attend  to  the 
patients  in  hospital.    The  medical  officer  of  the  day  never 
leaves  the  camp  without  leaving  word  at  the  orderly-tent 
where  he  may  be  found.    The  compounder  sees  to  all  minor 
ailments  and  slight  accidents,  and  there  are  a  great  many 
more  of  these  than  the  doctor  gets.    The  compounder  never 
falls  in  on  parade  the  whole  time  and  never  leaves  the  camp 
until  after  6  p.m.  without  permission,  and  he  is  the  only 
person  responsible  for  the  charge  of  the  patients  in  the 
hospital  and  at  the  dispensary.    It  is  his  duty  to  watch  and 
note  any  changes  in  the  more  urgent  cases  in  the  hospital 
and  to  instruct  the  orderlies  to  the  same  effect.  I  have  been 
asked  the  difference  between  the  Volunteer  compounder  and 
the  Army  compounder,  and,  as  far  as  I  can  see,  there  is  none 
in  the  bearer  brigade  case ;  but  all  battalions  have  their 
medical  officer  and  he  has  a  medicine-chest  in  charge  of  a 
man  who  may  know  something  of  drugs  or  he  may  not,  but 
who  serves  out  medicine  in  the  absencs  of  the  doctor,  or  by 
his  order,  by  numbers,  such  as,  "  Private  Atkins,  two  pills, 
No.  58,"  or,  "  Give  Corporal  Jones  a  do3e  of  white  mixture, 
No.  2  "    Of  course,  in  the  case  of  a  chemist  being  in  charge 
of  the  medicine-chest  it  may  be  different,  but  these  are  not 
compounders  in  the  strict  sense  of  the  word,  as  there  are  no 
compounders  outside  the  medical  corps  of  the  Army  or 
Volunteers.    A  compounder  in  the  Army  has  to  pass  an 
examination  in  dispensing  and  recognising  salts,  tinctores 
and  extracts,  &c,  and  obtain  the  compounder's  certificate 
before  he  is  given  charge  of  a  hospital,  and  doubtless  the 
Volunteer  would  have  to  do  the  same. 

Sebgeant-compoundeb. 


October  28,  1899 


THE  CHEMIST  AND  DRUGGIST 


(97 


War  motes. 


OUB   JOHANNBSBUEG   CORBESPONDENT  has  followed  up 

his  brief  letter  of  last  week  with  a  longer  one,  accompanied 
by  two  photographs  of  leading  pharmacies  barricaded  to 
prevent  damage.  The  subjoined  is  our  correspondent's 
letter : — 

October  2, 1899,  Johannesburg. 
We  are  in  a  state  of  siege.  So  many  exciting  events  are 
occurring  every  hour  that  I  scarcely  know  what  to  write  of.  I 
am  sending  you  a  paper  [Not  received.— Ed  .J.  A  very  shocking 
affair  was  the  departure  of  the  Natal  train  yesterday  morning. 
First  came  two  engines,  then  a  first-class  saloon,  with  Com- 
mandant Kock  and  his  son  only ;  next  sixteen  open  coal-trucks 
with  1,200  Zulus ;  then  eight  ditto  with  500  Indians ;  next  came 
nine  open  coal-trucks  with  400  European  women  and  children 
and  fifty  European  men.  This  train  left  yesterday  at  9  A.M  ,  and 
this  morning  we  hear  that  it  is  waiting  on  a  siding  at  Heidelberg, 


only  thirty  miles  away.  The  sun  was  glaring  hot  as  usual  all 
day  yesterday,  and  all  night  our  semi-tropical  rains,  which  have 
just  begun,  came  down  in  bucket! uls  for  five  hours.  These  delicately 
nurtured  women  and  children  must  be  suffering  fearfully. 

The  Freemasons'  Hall  has  been  turned  into  a  St.  John's 
Hospital,  and  the  local  chemists  have  had  over  5,000?.  worth  of 
goods  commandeered  from  them.  They  expect  to  get  paid  for  it 
some  day,  but  are  not  quite  sure.  Out  of  twenty-seven  chemists 
in  the  town  only  a  few  are  not  barricaded  nor  do  they  intend  doing 
so.  These  are  Turner,  Taylor,  Butters,  Dinwoodie,  Martlew,  and 
Jolly  Adcock. 

Lennon  &  Co.  have  a  very  substantial  barricade,  with  a  little 
trap-door  at  the  chief  entrance,  which  can  be  closed  quickly,  and 
a  large  notice  up,  "  Business  as  usual."  Their  five-storey  building, 
a  square  column  standing  almost  alone,  50  feet  by  150  feet  base, 
will  be  a  good  target  for  the  12-pounder  shells  from  the  fort 


1,300  yards  off.  Another  chemist  writes  in  large  black  letters 
across  his  hoardings,  "  Come  in.  We  are  not  closed."  I  enclose 
you  two  photos  of  pharmacies  showing  how, it  is  done.  Remember 
that  all  C.  d-  D.'s  posted  within  three  weeks  prior  to  the  pro- 
clamation of  martial  law  will  not  be  received  by  us.  Letters  are 
being  censored ;  therefore  I  will  not  sign  my  name  to  this. 
Papers  I  fear  will  not  go  at  all.    This  is  the  last  mail  home. 


The  burgher  commando  are  exceptionally  well  mounted.  Many 
boys  of  15  have  gone.  They  all  seem  very  happy  and  confident  of 
victory.  They  never  dream  of  getting  a  reverse.  I  hope  the 
British  Government  are  not  going  to  make  another  mistake  in 
under-estimating  their  enemy.  At  present  we  have  too  few  soldiers 
in  Natal  and  at  Kimberley.  I  was  on  a  kopje  eight  nights  on 
outpost  duty  before  the  Jameson  Raid,  and  it  was  quite  enough 
for  me.  I  intend  taking  no  part  in  this  coming  campaign,  but  I 
will  not  leave  the  State.  If  I  have  got  to  die  I  wish  to  do  so  in 
my  own  store,  in  which  I  have  worked  hard  for  this  last  ten  years. 

I  hope  to  write  you  again  after  the  war. 

From  private  sources  we  hear  that  most  of  the  chemists' 
assistants  have  left  Johannesburg,  which  ia  one  reason  why 
the  proprietors  stick  to  their  businesses. 

Sib  William  MacCormac,  the  President  of  the  Royal 
College  of  Surgeons,  as  announced  in  the  House  of  Commons 
on  Tuesday  by  the  Under-Secretary  for  War,  has  intimated 
to  the  Secretary  for  War  his  willingness  to  proceed  to  South 
Africa  with  Sir  Redvers  Buller's  Field  Force  and  to  place 
his  unrivalled  skill  and  experience  at  the  disposal  of  the 
military  authorities.  "We  have  not  hetitated,"  said  Mr. 
Wyndham,  "to  accept  this  generous  and  patiiotic  offer,  and 
we  shall  probably  arrange  that  he  is  to  have  the  assistance 
of  two  specially-selected  civil  surgeons."  Sir  William 
MacCormac  is  the  doyen  of  Biitish  surgeons,  being  in  his 
64th  year,  and  is  the  recog- 
nised authority  on  the 
treatment  of  the  wounds 
of  war.  He  was  educated  in 
Belfast,  and  subsequently 
proceeded  to  Dublin  and 
Paris.  He  became  Bachelor 
and  Master  of  Arts,  and 
Master  in  Surgery,  and 
Doctor  of  Science,  honoris 
catud,  of  the  Queen's  Uni- 
versity, and  received  its 
gold  medal.  After  he  had 
joined  the  Senate  of  the 
University,  he  became 
surgeon,  and  subsequently 
consulting-surgeon,  to  the 
Rojal  Hospital  at  Belfast. 
In  1870,  on  the  outbreak 
of    the     Franco  German 


Sir  William  MacCormac. 


War,  he  volunteered  for  service  at  the  front,  and  becane 
surgeon-in-chief  of  the  Anglo-American  Ambulance,  and  was 
present  at  Metz  and  Sedan.  From  this  time  he  was  recog- 
nised as  the  authority  on  the  wounds  of  warfare  and  tiie 
Red  Cross  work,  and  his  « xperience  was  further  widened  in 
1876,  when  he  went  through  the  Turko- Servian  War,  bent  on 
the  tame  mission  of  healing.  In  1881,  when  he  acted  as 
Hon.  Secretary-General  of  the  International  Medical 
Congress  in  London,  he  was  knighted  by  the  Queen.  At  the 
time  of  her  Majesty's  Jubilee  he  was  made  a  baronet  and 
appointed  Surgeon-in-Ordinary  to  the  Prince  of  Wales,  and 
in  the  following  year  he  became  a  knight  of  the  Royal 
Victorian  Order. 

Postal  Communication  with  the  Seat  op  War. — 
In  confirmation  of  the  news  which  we  were  able  to  publish 
in  our  last  issue,  the  following  nstice  has  been  made  public 
this  week  : — 

The  Postmaster-General  can  at  present  only  secure  as  far  as 
Cape  Town  the  transmission  of  correspondence  (including  parcels) 
addressed  to  persons  in  the  Transvaal  (South  African  Republic) 
and  Orange  Free  State.  The  postal  authorities  of  the  Cape 
Colony  may  or  may  not  be  in  a  position  to  effect  delivery  of  such 
correspondence  to  the  addressees,  many  of  whom  are  no  doubt  at 
Cape  Town  or  in  other  places  in  communication  with  Cape  Town, 

Correspondence  (including  parcels)  for  Rhodesia  and  other  parts 
of  British  South  Africa  with  which  communication  has  been  or 
may  be  cut  off  is  also  being  forwarded  to  Cape  Town  or  Durban, 
for  transmission  to  destination  by  the  first  available  means. 
What  means,  if  any,  may  be  available  at  the  present  juncture  the 
Postmaster- General  is  not  in  a  position  to  say  ;  but  he  has  reason 
to  think  that  all  possible  measures  for  the  maintenance  of  postal 
communication  in  British  South  Africa  will  be  adopted. 

Money-order  business  with  the  Transvaal  and  the  Orange  Free 
State  is  suspended. 

Teansvaal  Refugees  and  Wab  Funds. — la  addition 
to  those  names  which  we  published  last  week,  the  following 
have  subscribed  to  the  Lord  Major's  Fund  for  the  relief  of 
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distress  in  South  Africa  amongst  the  refugees  from  the 
Transvaal : —  _ 


Priee's  Patent  Candle 
Company  (Limited)... 

Stevenson  &  Howell 
(Lim.)  

The  Britannia  Works 
Company  (Limited)... 

Lea  &  Pen-ins  


105  0 

52  10 

52  10 
52  10 


T.    Hubbuck    &  Son 

(Limited)    52  10 

Sir  Montague  Nelson  ...  52  10 
Messrs.  J.  Birch  &  Co. 

(Limited)     ;   50  0 

Melehers,  Runge  &  Co.  25  0 

Bieber  &  Co   25  0 


Amongst  those  contributing  to  the  Transvaal  War  Fund, 
which  the  Lord  Mayor  has  opened  for  the  benefit  of  widows, 
orphans,  and  others  dependent  upon  officers  and  men  now 
on  active  service,  and  which  is  separate  from  the  Refugees' 
Fund,  are  : — 


Spratt's  Patent 
(Limited 


105  0 


R.  D.  Warburg  &  Co....  25 
Warner  &  Sons         ...  9 


Nestle  s  Swiss  Milk  and  Viking  unsweetened  milk  have 
recently  been  purchased  by  the  War  Office  for  use  of  the 
troops  in  South  Africa. 

Messes.  J.  S.  Fey  &  Sons  presented  the  Gloucestershire 
Regiment  with  48  dozen  |-lb.  packets  of  cocoa  on  their 
departure  from  Calcutta  to  the  Cape. 

Camwal  Comfoet.— The  directors  of  the  Chemists 
Aerated  and  Mineral  Waters  Association  (Limited)  have  had 
a  lot  of  Reserve  men  in  their  employ,  and  while  they  are  in* 
South  Africa  Camwal  is  to  pay  their  wives  and  children  at 
the  same  rate  as  the  Government,  and  to  find  employment 
for  the  wives  of  the  men  where  possible. 


festivities. 


Chemists'  Assistants'  Association. 

The  members  of  this  Association  spent  the  evening  of 
October  19  in  music  and  socialities.  Mr.  J.  F.  Harrington 
was  Chairman,  and  at  the  interval  said  he  had  been  en- 
gaged from  12  till  5  on  the  previous  day  with  other  members 
of  the  Law  and  Parliamentary  Committee  of  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Society  in  endeavouring  to  frame  a  clause  for  inser- 
tion in  the  Companies  Bill.  He  trusted  their  efforts  would 
be  crowned  with  success.    (Hear,  hear.) 

Mr.  Hymans  contributed  violin  solos,  Messrs.  A.  Latreille, 
C.  J.  Strother,  and  A.  E.  Marcus  gave  songs,  and  Mr. 
Morley-Tajlor  recitations,  during  the  evening.  Mr.  W.  N. 
Ellis  was  much  in  request  as  pianist.  The  attendance  was 
good,  and  nine  new  names  were  proposed  for  membership  of 
the  Association. 

Sheffield  Phaemaceutical  Society. 
The  annual  dinner  of  this  Society  was  held  on  October  19, 
at  the  WharnclifEe  Hotel,  Sheffield,  Mr.  G.  Squire  (President) 
in  the  chair. 

Mr.  A.  R  Fox,  in  proposing  the  toast  of  "  The  Pharma- 
ceutical Society  of  Great  Britain,"  said  in  former  years  it 
was  considered  the  duty  of  those  who  presented  this  toast 
to  criticise  the  policy  of  the  Society ;  but  on  the  present 
occasion  he  did  not  feel  that  there  was  much  that  he  could 
criticise,  for  he  was  completely  in  accord  with  what  the 
Council  had  done  in  recent  jears. 

Mr.  G.  T.  W.  Newsholme,  replying,  declared  that  the 
Council  welcomed  and  appreciated  criticism.  The  Council 
were  now  about  to  propound  some  scheme  for  dealing  with 
the  important  question  of  company-pharmacy.  The  clauses 
which  the  Lord  Chancellor  introduced  into  the  Companies 
Bill  last  Session  had  brought  this  subject  to  a  stage  that 
was  really  critical,  and  it  would  have  to  be  dealt  with  in 
some  form  or  other.  Although  the  Bill  was  now  dead,  they 
must  be  prepared  to  see  the  matter  brought  forward  again 
in  the  coming  Session.  Without  indicating  exactly  what 
was  the  policy  of  the  Society,  they  were  all  agreed  on  the 
necessity  of  standing,  as  far  as  they  possibly  could,  by  the 
Pharmacy  Acts  of  1852  and  1868.  Ths  position  they  had 
gained  by  those  enactments  they  must  protect  and  maintain. 
They  were  not  prepared  to  give  up  the  titles  they  had 
earned.    The  title  was  the  trade-mark  of  the  individual, 


and  showed  that  he  was  to  be  trusted  to  carry  out  certain 
duties.  Mr.  Newsholme  criticised  the  suggestion  of  the 
Lord  Chancellor  that  a  company  of  seven  persons,  provided 
that  they  employed  a  qualified  man,  should  be  registered  as 
pharmaceutical  chemists,  saying  that  it  would  create  an  absurd 
position,  and  would  give  the  public  not  the  slightest  protection. 
To  carry  out  the  suggestion  would  make  the  Pharmacy  Act  a 
dead  letter,  and  it  would  be  preferable  to  go  back  to  the 
position  prior  to  1888.  The  speaker  then  advocated  the 
establishment  of  a  compulsory  legal  curriculum  for  pharma- 
cists ;  but  the  next  best  thing  to  this,  in  his  opinion,  was 
such  a  voluntary  three  years'  curriculum  as  had  been  agreed 
upon  by  the  Sheffield  Society  and  the  senate  of  the  Sheffield 
University  College.  In  Manchester,  Birmingham,  and  Not- 
tiogham  similar  arrargements  were  beiDg  made,  and  he  felt 
satisfied  that  until  they  had  such  a  curriculum  they  could 
not  deal  satisfactorily  with  the  great  number  of  men  who 
came  up  for  examination.  At  an  examination  in  July  over 
which  be  presided  only  189  out  of  600  candidates  passed. 
This  he  took  as  evidence  of  the  existing  of  something 
radically  wrong  in  the  training  of  men.  Turning  to  the 
scheme  for  local  organisation  propounded  at  Bradford  in 
April,  Mr.  Newsholme  held  that  tbe  Society  ought  to  be  in 
touch  not  only  with  their  own  people,  but  with  every 
member  of  Parliament.  They  ought  to  have  at  least  120  or 
130  more  local  secretaries  than  at  present,  and  a  secretary 
should  be  appointed  in  every  parliamentary  division.  Some 
very  stiff  work  lay  before  them  in  the  near  future.  At  the 
opening  of  the  parliamentary  Session  they  would  have  to 
fight  almost  for  their  very  existence.  They  should  all  be 
thoroughly  prepared,  and  be  stronser  in  numbers  and  unity 
than  tney  had  ever  been  before.  Defending  the  members  of 
the  Council  from  the  complaint  that  their  interests  were 
not  similar  to  those  of  the  ordinary  members,  he  declared 
that  he  and  his  colleagues  had  to  make  their  own  living  and 
to  contend  with  just  the  same  troubles  as  the  rest  of  the 
craft. 

Mr.  J.  Rymer  Young,  in  proposing  the  toast  of  "The  Local 
Society,"  said  on  the  question  of  company-trading  the 
Council  were  absolutely  unanimous  in  the  determination  to 
protect  the  titles  of  chemists.  As  to  how  the  Council  should 
approach  the  thorny  subject  of  company-trading  by  unquali- 
fied persons,  they  had  not  one  but  a  dozen  policies.  One 
section  would  recognise  that  octopus-like  growth  and  seek  to 
regulate  it,  restrict  it,  and  register  it.  Another  section, 
including  himself,  looked  upon  the  whole  system  as  unfair, 
unholy,  and  not  to  be  touched  by  respectable  people.  He 
knew,  however,  that  it  was  frequently  necessary  to  give  up 
something  to  expediency,  and  that  successful  legislation 
was  usually  basej  upon  judicious  compromise  ;  hence  he  was 
not  prepared  to  say  at  present  what  the  Council  might  have  to 
do.  In  the  stress  of  circumstances  the  Council  might  consent 
to  something  of  the  kind,  but  he  held  that  they  should  not 
touch  the  unclean  thing  until  they  were  absolutely  com- 
pelled.   (Hear,  hear.) 

The  President,  in  reply,  expressed  his  belief  that  troublous 
times  were  in  store  for  pharmacists,  and  the  Council  of  the 
Society  would  need  all  the  help  the  local  associations  could 
offer.  Therefore  the  members  of  the  craft  should  band 
themselves  together  in  order  to  render  every  possible  assist- 
ance in  forming  the  clauses  of  the  Bill  which  the  Council 
would  have  to  promote  nexc  year.  He  thought  company- 
trading  was  a  matter  which  would  always  be  with  them,  but 
they  must  not  rest  until  an  end  had  been  put  to  unqualified- 
company  trading. 

Mr.  W.  Ward,  who  gave  the  toast  of  "The  Sheffield 
University  College,"  hailed  with  gratification  tbe  arrange- 
ments arrived  at  with  the  College  for  the  teaching  of  the 
students.  He  was  quite  sure  the  curriculum  established 
would  meet  the  requirements  of  Sheffield  students. 

Dr.  Hicks,  in  response,  hoped  that  the  connection  between 
the  Society  and  the  College  would  grow  stronger.  He  took 
it  to  be  a  sign  of  the  College's  increasing  influence  that  it 
was  looked  up  to  to  take  up  special  educational  lines  and  to 
meet  special  educational  needs. 

Other  toasts  followed. 

A  'Change  Dinneb. 

The  "  Royal  Exchange  Strollers  "  invaded  a  portion  of  the 
Trocadero  Restaurant  on  October  23,  and  disposed  of  a 
fearful  and  wonderful  dinner.    At  least,  the  assumption  is 
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that  the  dinner  was  disposed  of  in  spirit  if  not  in  fact. 
Amongst  the  items  on  the  card  were  these : — 

Potages. 
Mucilago  Acaoise. 

Fish. 

Fried  Cetaceum  with  Ichthyolated  Potatoes. 
Meat. 

Devilled  Castoreum  and  Eucaine  Sauce. 
Fried  Serpentariss,  "  Vittoria  "  Gravy. 
Stewed  Civet. 
Puree(d)  Fowl  and  Antidiphtheric  Serum  Sauce. 

Game. 

Fried  Cantharides  and  Alboline  Sauce. 
Musk  and  Calf-lynipk. 

Salad. 

Senna  with  or  without  Oleum  Olivee  and  Acidum  Aceticum. 
Fruit. 

Fructus  Anisi  (Any  See?). 
Apples  (Colocynths). 

Dessert. 

Glycerine,  1"260,  flavoured  with  Solazzi. 
Chiretta  Jam.     Codeine  Jelly. 

Wines,  Liqueurs,  and  Mineral  Waters. 
Chateau  Vinum  Ipecacuanhas. 
Chateau  Colchici. 
Liquor  Potassae.  Liquor  Arsenicalis. 

Liquor  Santal,  Flav.  Co. 
Whisky,  "  Ergot  of  Rye  "  Brand. 

After  the  above  kindly  ask  the  waiter  for  a  Garter's  "Little 
Dinner-pill."  If  this  does  not  do  you  any  good,  then  ask  for  a 
dose  of: — 

Natriumparamtrobenzenoldiazosulphonic 
or 

Tetramethyldramidoliphenylmethan. 
{To   be  consumed  on  the  premises  only.) 

Those  who  were  not  equal  to  this  varied,  yet  appropriate, 
fare  (there  was  much  more  of  it  to  choose  from)  had  the 
option  of  eating  what  mine  host  Lyons  provided.  The 
dinner  was  a  great  success,  and  all  the  "  Strollers "  have 
since  taken  off  their  hats  daily  to  the  young  queen  who 
stands  in  the  centre  of  the  market-place. 

Chemists'  Assistants'  Union. 

The  O.A.U.  winter  campaign  was  opened  at  the  Horseshoe 
Hotel,  Tottenham  Court  Road,  on  October  24,  with  a  most 
successful  "  smoker."  We  have  beforetimes  commended  the 
Union's  "  smokers,"  and  their  latest  was  an  advance  both  in 
attendance  and  in  artistic  merit  on  previous  efforts.  These 
"  smokers  "  are  a  distinct  aid  to  the  propagandist  work  of  the 
Union,  and  when  we  consider  that  the  chairman  of  the 
evening  was  Councillor  W.  S.  Glyn-Jones,  and  that  he  was 
supported  by  Dr.  Henry  Dutch,  Mr.  A.  Tebbutt,  and  other 
gentlemen  well  known  in  pharmacy,  it  will  be  evident  that 
they  were  nowise  awanting  in  eclat. 

On  the  invitation  of  the  Chairman  Mr.  E.  Whineray, 
President  of  the  Union,  in  a  short  address  commended  the 
Union  to  the  notice  of  all  assistants  throughout  the  country. 
He  was  pleased  to  record  that  their  ranks  had  been  much 
increased  during  the  past  few  weeks,  but  he  thought  it 
would  not  be  wise  to  make  a  pronouncement  on  the  policy 
of  the  Union  until  their  numbers  further  increased,  and 
their  strength  consolidated.  He  might  mention,  however, 
that  through  the  medium  of  the  Union  several  assistants  had 
been  provided  with  comfortable  situations,  and  various 
pharmacists  in  business  had  been  supplied  with  suitable 
assistants.  Indeed,  one  gentleman  had  gone  the  length  of 
asking  the  Union  to  advise  him  as  to  the  purchase  of  a 
small  business.  The  question  of  dispensing  in  doctors' 
surgeries  was  still  a  vital  one,  and  it  was  now  made  more 
important  by  reason  of  the  poisoning  of  Dr.  Dick  at  East- 
bourne, and  he  had  the  assurance  of  Major  Rasch,  M.P., 
who  previously  asked  a  question  on  the  subject  in  Parlia- 
ment, that  he  would  again  bring  the  matter  before  the  House. 
Dr.  H.  Dutch,  in  the  course  of  a  few  remarks,  suggested 
that  a  strong  recommendation  be  sent  to  firms  like  Bur- 


roughs, Wellcome  &  Co.  and  Parke,  Davis  &  Co.  urging  them 
to  send  out  their  proprietaries  in  bulk  for  dispensing-purposes 
only,  and  that  they  should  not  supply  these  preparations 
direct  to  the  public  labelled  as  at  present.  In  response  to 
a  vote  of  thanks  proposed  by  Mr.  Fitzgerald,  the  Chairman 
congratulated  the  Union  on  its  success  and  its  smokers.  If 
any  proof  were  wanted  that  the  chemists'  assistants'  lot  was 
in  need  of  amelioration  it  was  the  fact  that  they  could  not 
get  together  before  9  o'clock  at  night.  He  advised  that 
being  a  member  of  the  O.A.U.  might  be  a  stamp  of 
character  and  ability  for  assistantship  in  trade. 

The  entertainment  was  well  sustained  by  various  artistes, 
more  or  less  connected  with  the  trade.  The  ventriloquial 
exhibition  of  Mr.  Bewster  (who  is  an  old  favourite  at  these 
meetings)  was  another  amongst  a  series  of  triumphs.  The 
topical  allusions  of  his  lay  figure  were  pat,  and  much 
applauded,  particularly  the  inquiry  as  to  the  resemblance 
between  company-pharmacy  and  Krager.  The  answer, 
"  Both  are  terrible  Bores,"  was  evidently  the  opinion  of  the 
audience.  Mr.  Dan  Jones  was  a  tuneful  "  Vagabond,"  and 
while  Mr.  Sillitoe  asserted  sweetly  that  "  Phyllis  was  his 
only  joy,"  Mr.  Hollingworth  Tedsbury  as  prettily  wanted  to 
know  where  his  "Alice"  (with  the  unmentioned  surname) 
had  gone  to.  The  comic  element  was  in  the  capable  hands 
of  Messrs.  Wild  and  Mitchell.  The  former  gave  a  geographi- 
cal ditty  which  seemed  to  embrace  every  known  and  un- 
known country  on  the  face  of  the  globe.  His  versatility  was 
equally  shown  in  a  bewildering  clog- dance.  Mr.  Mitchell 
contributed  a  purely  secular  version  of  the  "  Pilgrims  of  the 
Night,"  and  other  equally  appreciated  items.  Other  items 
were  contributed  by  Messrs.  Tasker  (songs),  Taylor  (mando- 
line selection),  and  Saunders,  who  adequately  furnished  the 
accompaniments. 


Business  Cbanoes, 


Me.  Maskew,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  has  opened  a 
pharmacy  at  Clacton-on-Sea. 

Mh.  A.  Morgan  has  acquired  the  business  at  Pyle  Street, 
Newport,  carried  on  for  many  years  by  Mr.  Robert  Smith. 

Mr.  F.  H.  Exon  has  opened  a  nice  pharmacy  in  Clacton- 
on-Sea,  which  was  fitted  up  for  him  by  Messrs.  P.  Josephs  & 
Son,  Old  Street,  E.G. 

Mr.  W.  Arthur  Senior  has  purchased  the  business 
recently  carried  on  by  Mr.  B.  B  Procter  at  the  "  Aberdeen  " 
Pharmacy,  4  Castle  Road,  Scarborough. 

Mr.  W.  Reynolds  Black,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  late 
manager  for  Messrs.  Gibbons,  chemists,  Manchester,  has 
taken  over  the  old-established  business  of  Mr.  T.  H.  Smith 
at  Windhill  Bridge,  Shipley. 

Messrs.  C  J.  Boorman  &  Co.,  of  Malvern  Link,  have  re- 
moved from  Richmond  House  to  their  new  premises  (opposite) 
Victoria  House.  The  new  shop  has  been  fitted-up  by  Messrs. 
Southall  Brothers  &  Barclay  (Limited),  Birmingham. 


Medical  Work  in  Bengal. — Dr.  A.  Mitra,  chief  medical 
officer,  Kashmir,  in  a  long  letter  to  the  Statesman,  directs 
attention  to  the  good  work  being  done  at  the  Calcutta 
Medical  School,  which  he  recommends  strongly  as  a  splendid 
training-ground  for  young  Bengal  medical  students.  Inci- 
dentally he  mentions  that  at  present  a  bottle  of  quinine 
and  Kar's  "  Materia  Medica  "  usually  completes  the  stock-in- 
trade  of  the  village  practitioner  in  Bengal. 

A  Jamaica  Chemist  Retires. — Mr.  P.  E.  Auvray, 
chemist,  who  has  been  a  familiar  figure  in  the  commercial 
life  of  Kingston,  Jamaica,  for  the  past  thirty  years,  has 
announced  his  intention  of  retiring  into  private  life.  Ill- 
health  is  said  to  be  the  cause.  Mr.  Auvray,  besides  having  a 
successful  business  career  as  a  chemist,  is  connected  with  a 
number  of  business  ventures  in  Jamaica.  He  has  also 
taken  a  great  interest  in  the  Kingston  Dispensary,  of  which 
he  is  Vice-Chairman,  which  position  he  has  no  intention  of 
vacating  at  present.  Mr.  Oscar  J.  Birbeck,  chief  clerk  to 
Mr.  Auvray,  has  taken  over  the  business. 
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TRevfews. 


Guide  to  Urine-testing  for  Nurses.  By  M.  Robinson. 
6£  x  3f.  Pp.  48.  Is.  Bristol :  Wright  &  Co. 
This  little  book  is  a  compilation  of  simpler  tests  and 
facts  concerning  urine  for  the  use  of  nurses  in  Poor-law 
Infirmaries,  whose  duties  seem  to  include  reporting  to  the 
medical  officer  the  condition  of  the  patient's  urine.  The 
booklet  should  enable  them  to  do  this  intelligently,  but 
urine-analysis  seems  hardly  the  kind  of  work  to  entrust  to 
nurses,  whose  chemical  training  is  at  the  most  of  the  very 
slightest  character. 

Golden  Rules  of  Psychiatry.    By  Jas.  Shaw,  M.D.  Pp.  74. 
2f  by  4  inches.    John  Wright  &  Go ,  Bristol.    Oloth,  Is. 

This  is  the  fifth  number  of  the  "  Golden  Rule  "  series.  It 
has  evidently  been  written  more  for  the  general  practitioner 
than  the  mental  physician  or  attendant.  Short  sections  in 
axiomatic  form  are  given  on  Diagnosis,  Prognosis,  Treatment, 
and  Certification.  It  is  of  convenient  s-ize  for  slipping  into 
the  waistcoat  pocket,  and  any  doctor  doing  little  work  in 
mental  cases  could  not  go  far  wrong  by  following  the  rules 
given.  Its  sphere  of  usefulness  is  naturally,  however,  more 
limited  than  in  the  previous  numbers  of  the  series. 

Photography  Annual  for  1899,  8|  x  5|.     Pp.  cii.  +  314. 
Iliffe,  Sons  &  Sturmey.    2s.  6d. 

This  annual  is  one  of  the  best  records  of  the  progress  of 
the  science  and  practice  of  photography  in  its  several 
branches  we  know  of.  This  year  the  volume  is  not  so  bulky 
as  usual,  but  this  is  accounted  for  by  the  deletion  of  all 
matter  in  the  nature  of  a  reprint  from  ^former  annuals. 
Abstracts  are  given  of  most  of  the  woik  published  on  the 
application  of  photography  to  the  various  arts  and  sciences, 
and  are  arranged  in  a  convenient  form  for  reference.  There 
are  several  half-tone  engravings  given  as  specimens  of  the 
commercial  work  of  various  firms. 

Laboratory  Manual.    By  H.  W.  Hillyeb,  Ph.D.  London, 
1899  :  Macmillan  &  Co.  (Limited).    9x6.    Pp.  200.  4s. 

Aftbb  brief  preliminary  instructions  in  the  manipulation 
of  apparatus  this  book  proceeds  to  describe  experiments  on 
the  preparation  and  properties  of  the  commoner  elements  and 
their  compounds,  all  being  "  qualitative  "  in  character,  and 
in  Part  If.  are  described  a  number  of  experiments  in  verifi- 
cation of  quantitative  laws.  It  is  a  very  attractive  manual, 
and  the  points  which  distinguish  it  from  other  elementary 
manuals  of  chemistry  are — (1)  graduation  in  character  of  the 
work  ;  (2)  instruction  in  the  fitting  and  use  of  apparatus  ; 
and  (3)  the  exercises  are  moderate  in  duration,  and  each 
illustrates  or  teaches  a  fundamental  principle  or  a  distinc- 
tion— eg.,  difference  between  antimony  and  bismuth.  The 
book  is  prettily  illustrated  wHh  outline  pictures  of  apparatus ; 
it  is  well  printed  on  one  side  of  the  paper,  so  that  the 
student  may  use  the  blank  for  notes,  and  students  of  phar- 
macy beginning  home-work  cannot  do  better  than  take  this 
manual  as  their  guide. 

Arithmetical  Exercises  in  Chemistry.  By  Lbonabd  Dobbin, 
Ph.D.  3rd  edition.  7x4.  Pp.52  Edinburgh,  1899 : 
James  Thin.    London  :  Simpkin.  2s. 

Some  people  have  not  the  faculty  of  putting  two  and  two 
together.  They  can  do  chemical  experiments,  and  take  in 
all  that  is  necessary  of  chemistry,  also  they  can  do  arith- 
metic, but  when  they  are  asked  to  apply  arithmetical  rules 
to  chemical  factors  they  flounder  hopelessly.  It  was  for 
such  people  that  books  like  Dr.  Dobbin's  were  in  the  first 
instance  introduced,  now  they  are  a  staple  of  chemical 
education.  Dr.  Dobbin's  book  is  more  than  its  title  or  even 
the  sub-title  (a  series  of  elementary  chemical  calculations) 
indicates.  In  ten  sections  he  gives  concise  instruction 
regarding  the  metric  system,  thermometric  scales,  density  and 
relative  density,  Boyle's  and  Charles's  laws,  symbols,  formulae 
and  equations,  deduction  of  empirical  formulas,  calculation  of 
percentage  composition,  Avogadro's  law,  and  molecular  for- 
mulas. Each  principle  is  illustrated  by  an  arithmetical 
exercise  or  exercises,  so  that  the  student  cannot  fail  to 
understand  what  he  is  doing,  and  how  to  put  into  practice 


the  theory  which  he  knows.  Then  follow  146  miscellaneous 
exercises.  The  fact  that  the  author  is  a  pharmaceutical 
examiner  will  probably  make  many  students  of  pharmacy 
get  the  book ;  but  its  intrinsic  value  of  itself  is  sufficient 
reason  for  including  it  in  the  student's  library. 

The  Chemical-trade  Directory, 

The  first  edition  of  the  "  Chemical-trade  Directory,"  just 
issued  by  Messrs.  Davis  Brothers,  32  Blackfriars  Street, 
Manchester,  as  a  reference-book  supplying  much  practical 
and  useful  technical  detail,  is  a  welcome  addition  to  the 
literature  of  the  chemical-trade.  The  compilation  of  the 
work  has  been  carefully  considered,  with  a  view  to  giving  a 
maximum  amount  of  information  concerning  each  separate 
firm,  article,  or  person  in  the  most  concise  form.  The  ex- 
treme usefulness  of  the  references  will  be  understood  when 
we  mention  the  method  in  which  the  different  items  are 
treated  under  the  sections  entitled  "  Plant  and  Materials." 
"  Chemical  Merchants,  Agents,  and  Brokers,"  and  "  Chemical- 
manufacturers."  The  reader  turns  up  a  firm's  name  in  one 
of  these  sections,  and  finds  at  a  glance  the  name,  particular 
manufactures,  nearest  passenger  and  goods  stations,  water- 
facilities  (if  any),  telegraphic  address  and  telephone  number. 
In  the  first  two  sections  the  names  of  the  articles  of  manu- 
facture which  the  Directory  covers  are  specified.  This 
section,  however,  we  think  would  have  been  more  valuable 
still  if  the  page-number  in  the  subsequent  portion  of  the 
volume  on  which  each  particular  article  is  referred  to  (under 
its  firm's  name)  were  added  to  the  name  of  the  chemical- 
product,  article  of  machinery,  or  whatever  it  miaht  be.  The 
other  sections  dealt  with  are  "Salt  Proprietors,"  "Analysts, 
Experts,  and  Samplers,"  "  Advisers  to  Associations," 
"  County  and  District  Agricultural  Analysts,"  "  City  and 
Borough  Analysts,"  "  List  of  Specialists,"  "  Towns,  and 
Analysts  Practising  therein,"  "  Classified  List  of  Chemical- 
products,"  and  "  Chemical-plant  Makers."  The  Directory 
is  neatly  bound  in  cloth  boards,  its  size  being  10  by  6  by  1J, 
and  it  is  published  at  21s.  net. 

A  Handbook  of  Physics  and  Chemistry.  Adapted  to  the 
requirements  of  the  Fust  examination  of  the  Conjoint 
Examining  Board  of  the  Royal  Colleges  of  Physicians 
and  Surgeons,  and  also  for  general  u-e.  By  Hebbebt  E. 
Cobbin,  B.Sc.  (Lond.),  and  Aech'BALD  M.  Stewabt. 
7|  x  5.  Pp.  vi  +  424.  London,  1899  :  J.  &  A.  Churchill. 
6s  6d. 

This  book  is  divided  into  three  parts,  the  first  dealing 
with  physics,  the  second  with  organic  chemistry,  and  the 
third  with  inorganic  chemistry.  The  authors  say  that  the 
course  of  instruction  is  suitable  for  students  preparing  for 
the  chemistry  examinations  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society 
and  the  Royal  Veterinary  College.  By  the  latter  the  authors 
doubtless  mean  the  Royal  College  of  Veterinary  Surgeons, 
which  bas  no  direct  connection  with  the  Veterinary  College 
(a  teaching-body).  A  slip  like  this  in  the  preface  puts  one 
into  a  rather  critical  mood  on  beginning  to  peruse  the  rest 
of  the  book,  but  we  gladJy  admit  that  the  book  is  well 
designed  for  its  purpose.  Minor  students,  who  are  apt  to 
treat  physics  as  quite  a  subsidiary  part  of  their  chemical 
studies,  will  find  the  chapters  on  this  subject  an  excellent 
preliminary  to  the  study  of  inorganic  and  organic  chemistry. 
This  combination  of  physics  with  chemistry  is  a  revival  of 
the  method  of  treating  the  subject  which  prevailed  two 
generations  ago.  We  should  not  like  to  see  it  applied  uni- 
versally to  ctiemistry  text-books,  but  in  those  of  an  ele- 
mentary nature,  such  as  Messrs.  Oorbin  and  Stewart's, 
it  is  appropriate.  The  book  is,  on  the  whole,  carefully 
written,  and  we  have  noticed  only  a  few  passages  which  are 
not  so  clear  in  exposition  as  is  necessary  for  students.  It 
seems  a  pity  that,  while  they  were  at  it,  the  authors  have 
not  included  a  chapter  on  alkaloids  in  the  organic  chemistry 
part. 


Denounced  fbom  the  Pulpit. — The  opening  subject  at  a 
conference  in  Westbourne  Chapel  on  a  recent  Sunday|was 
"  Quacks  and  Quack  Medicines."  Dr.  Lord,  who  preached, 
claimed  that  the  public  should  be  protected  against  the 
dangerous  and  deceptive  things  these  people  soldas  medicine, 
and  he  suggested  that  it  should  be  made  compulsory  that  the 
ingredients  of  all  their  so-called  medicine  should  be  described 
in  the  bottles. 
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Grace  flotes. 


The  Bovbil  Bonus.— We  are  reminded  that  this  is  the 
last  week  for  the  Bovril  Autumn  bonus  s  jheme,  and  we  pass 
along  the  information  for  thej  benefit  of  Bovril-buyers 
amongst  our  subscribers. 

A  Foubth  Edition  of  Mr.  Wippell  Gadd's  "  Synopsis  of 
the  British  Pharmacopoeia  "  has  been  published  by  Messrs. 
Bailliere,  Tindall  &  Cox.  Mr.  C.  G.  Moor,  M.A.,  the  Exeter 
city  analyst,  has  assisted  Mr.  Qadd  in  preparing  this  edition, 
adding  to  it  analytical  notes  and  suggested  standards. 

Flake  Gum. — Messrs.  Potter  &  Clarke,  Artillery  Lane: 
B.C.,  have  put  on  to  the  market  a  clever  pharmaceutical 
preparation  called  "Flake  Gum."  This  is  really  selected 
gum  acacia,  purified  by  solution  in  water,  filtration,  and 
evaporation  until  it  forms  a  scale.  The  result  is  an  exceed- 
ingly soluble  article  which  forms  by  solution  in  water  a  clear 
and  almost  colourless  mucilage.  It  answers  all  the  B.P.  tests, 
and  there  is  a  good  future  before  it  both  in  pharmacy  and 
for  domestic  and  office  purposes,  as  adhesive  mucilage  is 
one  of  those  thicgs  which  are  frequently  not  right  when 
they  are  wanted;  and  if  people  can  make  a  little  in  a  few 
minutes,  as  they  can  with  flake  gum,  it  will  quickly  displace 
mucilage  if  it  is  made  known. 

Christmas  Pbbsents. — When  calling  on  Messrs.  Bur- 
roughs, Wellcome  &  Co.,  Snow  Hill  Buildings,  B.C.,  the 
other  day,  we  had  an  opportunity  of  seeing  a  selection  of 
tabloid-medicine  cases,  beautifully  finished,  which  seemed  to 
us  specially  appropriate  as  Christmas  and  New  Year's  pre- 
sents for  medical  men.    The  utmost  ingenuity  has  been 

expended  in  fitting-up 
these  cases,  so  that  in  a 
case  of  only  small  propor- 
tions a  medical  man  can 
carry  about  with  him  a 
maximum  of  medica- 
ments. The  cases  them- 
selves are  made  in  mo- 
rocco, olive-green  levant 
morocco,  green  seal,  cow- 
hide, lizard- skin,  brown 
and  green  crocodile,  alu- 
minium and  silver.  The 
lizard-skin  is  one  which 
wears  best,  although,  for 
beauty,  we  ourselves  pre- 
fer the  rich  green  croco- 
dile. The  No.  30  tabloid 
pocket-case,  illustrated, 
contains  fifteen  tubes  of 
different  tabloid  hypo- 
dermic drugs  with  syringe 
and  other  accessories  in- 
cluded. Other  cases  are 
fitted  with  ophthalmic 
drugs  only,  or  in  larger  cases  tabloid  drugs  and  tabloid 
hypodermic  drags  are  contained  in  the  same  case.  We 
have  before  commented  upon  the  many  different  kinds  of 
tabloid-medicine  cases  and  chests  which  Messrs.  Burroughs, 
Wellcome  &  Co.  bring  out ;  we  renewed  our  acquaintance 
with  many  of  them,  and  noted  several  improvements  which 
have  taken  place  with  the  object  of  making  the  cases  still  more 
perfect.  The  point  of  this  note  is  to  call  attention  to  the 
specially-finished  cases,  so  that  chemists  who  are  in  the  habit 
of  making  presents  to  their  medical  clients  at  Christmas- 
time may  be  reminded  of  a  present  not  only  calcalated  to 
make  a  lasting  impression,  but  which  will  prove  eminently 
useful  to  the  possessor. 

Messes.  Oakes  Beothebs  &  Co.,  of  46  New  Broad 
Street,  B.C.,  the  well-known  importers  of  Indian  cigars,  have 
shown  us  the  latest  addition  to  their  varied  stock  of  cigars 
and  cheroots.  The  "  Chota  Whiff "  is  a  nice  mild-flavoured 
little  cheroot  of  really  splendid  value,  and  should  prove 
attractive  to  chemists  and  druggists  who  are  interested  in 
ihis  branch  of  the  trade  as  a  seasonable  side-line  of 
Christmas  goods.  The  "Chota"  is  put  up  in  boxes  of  100, 
in  four  bundles  of  twenty-five  each,  every  bundle  being  neatly 


packed  and  tied  with  narrow  yellow-silk  ribbon.  As  a  Christ- 
mas gift  a  box  of  "  Chota  Whiffs  "  claims  the  double  advantage 
of  being  a  really  acceptable  little  smoke,  above  the  ordinary, 
and  obtainable  with  little  outlay.  Messrs.  Oakes  Brothers  & 
Co.  are  selling  this  brand  as  a  special  line,  in  boxes  of  100, 


at  5s  6d.  each,  and  they  should  retail  readily  at  Id.  each. 
The  other  well-known  brands  of  Indian  cigars  that  this  firm 
put  on  the  market  here  are  figured  and  quoted  in  their  very 
handsome  illustrated  list,  and  all  particulars  of  these  as  to 
size  and  price  may  be  obtained  from  Messrs  Oakes  Brothers  & 
Co.  on  application. 

Wills  of  Dcceaseo  Cbemtets. 


Bubn. — The  will  of  the  late  Mr.  William  Burn,  chemist 
and  druggist,  19  Market  Place,  Durham,  has  been  proved  by 
Mrs.  Phyllis  Ryott,  wife  of  Mr.  Harry  W.  Ryott.  The 
deceased's  personalty  was  sworn  at  272.  13s.  6d. 

Obanston. — The  will  of  the  late  Mr.  John  Cranston 
pharmaceutical  chemist,  2  Louisa  Street,  Bank  Top,  Darling 
ton,  has  been  proved  in  London  by  Mr.  John  Cranston 
the  executor  of  the  testator,  whose  estate  is  sworn  at 
546^.  2s.  Qd. 

Dale. — The  estate  of  the  late  Mr.  R.  S.  Dale,  Chester 
Terrace,  Old  Trafford,  chemist,  is  sworn  at  13,5852.  Is  8d.  ; 
the  executors  of  his  will  are  his  nephew,  Mr.  R.  M.  N. 
Dawlings,  3  Sanford  Terrace,  Stoke  Newington  Common, 
and  Mr.  Thomas  Kenyon,  of  Prestwich. 

Holmes. — The  gross  estate  of  the  late  Mr.  A.  J.  Holmes, 
pharmaceutical  chemist,  81  Green  Street,  Upton  Park,  Essex, 
who  died  on  June  10,  is  sworn  for  probate  at  1111.  4s.,  the 
net  personalty  being  5862.  16s.  2d.  Mrs.  Lucy  E.  Holmes, 
the  testator's  widow,  is  his  surviving  executor. 

Habkness— The  will  of  Mr.  William  Harkness,  F.C.S., 
1  St.  Mary's  Road,  Canonbury,  and  Somerset  House,  who  died 
on  September  5,  has  been  proved  by  Mrs.  A.  D.  Harkness, 
widow  and  sole  executrix.  The  estate  is  entered  at  the 
sum  of  2.5042.  7s.  Id. 

Habey. — The  late  Mr.  S.  R.  Harry,  chemist  and  druggist, 
93  Streatham  Hill,  formerly  of  36  Sloane  Square,  who  died 
on  August  7,  leaves  gross  estate  sworn  at  2  2432.  Is.  11^., 
the  net  personalty  amounting  to  1,7312.  12s.  2d.  His  sole 
executor  is  Mr.  F.  F.  Bletsoe,  Grove  Cottage,  Bushey. 

Phillips. — The  will,  with  a  codicil,  of  Mr.  Griffith  Phillips 
J.P.,  who  for  many  years  carried  on  business  as  a  chemist 
and  druggist  at  Cardiff,  of  which  town  he  was  formerly 
Mayor,  has  been  proved  by  his  widow,  Mrs.  Charlotte  Gordon 
Phillips,  of  the  Pines,  Whitchurch,  Mr.  R  C.  G  Dornford,  of 
Llandaff,  and  Captain  James  Chappell,  R.N.,  the  executors 
of  the  testator,  who  died  on  June  24  last,  leaving  estate  s  worn 
at  37,7162.  lis.  4<2. 

Seely. — The  late  Mr.  H.  W.  Seely,  chemist  and  druggist, 
Halifax,  Yorkshire,  whose  will  has  been  proved  in  London 
by  Mr.  Robert  C.  Seely  and  Mr.  Frederick  Y.  Teesdale,  his 
executors,  leaves  an  estate  the  value  of  which  is  sworn  at 
1,6952.  10s.  Qd. 
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Mb.  Simon  N.  Jones. 


rpHE  three  National  Trade  Associations  of  the  United 
JL  States  held  their  annual  meetings  during  the  fortnight 
ending  on  Friday,  October  13.  The  first  of  tnese  to  convene 
was  the 

National  Association  of  Retail  Dbuggists, 
which,  as  mentioned  last  week,  met  at  Cincinnati  on  Oc- 
tober 3,  and  devoted  three  days  to  the  consideration  of  the 
trade  aspects  of  the  retail  drug-business  in  the  United 
States.  The  principal  topic  for  discussion  was  a  plan  of 
organisation  through  which  cut-prices  on  proprietary  reme- 
dies could  be  controlled.  This  Association  was  formed  a 
year  ago  at  St.  Louis,  and  is  a  delegate  association,  each 

local  organisation  of 
retail  druggists  in  the 
United  States  being 
entitled  to  one  repre- 
sentative for  each 
hundred  members  be- 
longing to  the  local  or 
State  organisation. 
The  delegates  must  be 
actively  engaged  in  the 
retail  drug-business. 

Through  the  agency 
of  the  National  Asso- 
ciation a  number  of 
local  organisations  have 
been  formed  where 
hitherto  none  existed. 
Where  a  local  organisa- 
tion comprising  prac- 
tically all  of  the  retail 
druggists  is  once 
formed,  pressure  is 
brought  to  bear  upon 
the  jobbing  trade  and  upon  manufacturers  to  prevent  the 
sale  of  proprietary  remedies  to  aggressive  cutters  or  to 
department- stores  in  the  territory  covered  by  the  local 
organisation.  Each  local  organisation  when  completed  thus 
secures  the  support  of  the  National  Association 

The  Cincinnati  meeting  was  most  successful.  Plans  for 
further  organisations  were  completed,  and  the  reports  of  the 
executive  officers  of  the  Association  showed  that  it  had 
already  become  a  very  powerful  factor  in  the  cut-rate 
problem.  The  following  officers  were  elected  for  the  ensuing 
year : — 

President,  Simon  N.  Jones,  Louisville,  Ky.  Vice-Presi- 
dents :  Wm.  C.  Anderson,  Brooklyn,  N.Y.  ;  Thos.  Layton,  St. 
Louis,  Mo. ;  Alex.  M.  Robinson,  Bangor,  Me. 

Secretary,  Thos  V.  Wooten. 

Treasurer,  Ohas.  T.  Heller.  St.  Paul,  Minn. 

Executive  Uommittee :  F.  E.  Holliday,  Topeka,  Kan. ; 
H.  P.  Hynson,  Baltimore,  Md. ;  J.  W.  Cheswright,  Pittsburgh, 
Pa.;  D.  E  Prall,  Saginaw,  Mich.;  A.  Timbsrlake,  Indiana- 
polis, Ind. ;  Alfred  De  Lang,  Cincinnati,  O. 

The  Wholesale  Association. 
The  National  Wholesale  Druggists'  Association  held  its 
annual  convention  during  the  week  beginning  October  9  at 
Niagara  Falls,  N.Y.  This  organisation  is  composed  of  the  job- 
bing and  wholesale  druggists  of  the  United  States,  and  it  is 
this  Association  that  works  the  wholesale  "rebate  list"  under 
which  all  demoralisation  of  the  jobbing  prices  of  proprietary 
remedies  has  been  prevented.  The  proceedings  of  this 
Association  consist  largely  of  voluminous  committee  reports 
which  are  considered  by  a  Board  of  Control,  whose  decision  is 
practically  final.  The  matters  presented  this  year  were 
largely  routine  in  their  character  ;  the  distinguishing  feature 
of  the  meeting  was  the  evident  anxiety  of  the  jobbers  to  do 
everything  in  their  power  to  aid  the  retailers  in  a  satisfactory 
solution  of  the  cut-rate  problem.  To  this  end  the  retailers, 
the  jobbers,  and  the  Proprietary  Association  have  prepared 
jointly  a  recognised  list  of  jobbers  to  whom  alone  pro- 
prietors are  to  grant  their  lowest  wholesale  rates,  thus 
placing  all  who  sell  at  retail  on  the  same  price-basis  regard- 
less of  the  quantity  purchased. 


The  following  is  a  list  of  the  officers  elected  by  this  Asso- 
ciation :— President,  E.  0.  Frisbie,  of  Tolcott,  Frisbie  &  Co 
Hartford,  Ct. ;  First 
Vice-President,  John  S. 
Carey,  Indianapolis ; 
Second  Vice-President, 
W.  S.  Mesereau,  of 
W.  H.  Scbiefielin&Co., 
New  York  ;  Third  Vice- 
President,  G.  G.  Minor, 
Richmond,  Va. ;  Fourth 
Vice-  Presid  ent,  Charles 
Cook,  Portland,  Me. ; 
Fifth  Vice-President, 
L.  A.  Lange,  Milwau- 
kee ;  Secretary,  A.  B. 
Merriam,  Minneapolis ; 
Treasurer,  S.  E.  Strong, 
Cleveland.  Board  of 
Control:  C.  F.  Shoe- 
maker, Philadelphia ; 
J.  C.  Fox,  Atchison, 
Kan. ;  J.  A.  Gilman, 
Boston;  F.  A.  Dicks, 
New  Orleans ;  D.  M. 
Gowan,  Buffalo. 


Me.  E.  C.  Frisbie. 


The  Pbopbietaby  Association  of  Amebica, 

composed  of  236  of  the  leading  manufacturers  of  proprietary 
remedies  in  the  United  States,  met  simultaneously  with  the 
National  Wholesale  Druggists'  Association  at  Niagara  Falls. 
This  organisation  also  paid  considerable  attention  to  the 
question  of  cut  prices  and  favoured  every  disposition  to  co- 
operate with  the  retailers  and  the  jobbers  to  prevent 
demoralisation  of  prices. 


nDarrtages. 


Oldham— Habgbeves.— On  October  25,  at  St.  James's 
Church,  Rusholme,  by  the  Rev.  F.  G.  Buller,  Harry  Oldham, 
chemist,  Tue  Brook,  Liverpool,  to  Annie,  elder  daughter  of 
John  Hargreves,  of  Longsight,  Manchester. 

Ruff — Willis. — At  St.  Mary's  Parish  Church,  Whitby, 
on  October  19,  William  Ruff,  chemist  and  druggist,  Whitby, 
to  Hannah,  daughter  of  Captain  James  Willis,  Whitby. 


Deatbs. 


Blackhall. — On  October  18,  on  board  the  Sunda,  home- 
ward bound,  Mr.  W.  J.  Blackhall,  who  bad  represented 
Messrs.  Burgoyne,  Barbidges  &  Co.  in  China,  Japan,  &c, 
for  twenty-thiee  years. 

Chadwick. — On  October  21,  Mr  G.  N.  Chadwick,  chemist, 
105  North  Street  and  34  Upperhead  Road,  Leeds.    Aged  47. 

Hickin. — On  October  16,  Mr.  Henry  Hickin,  chemist  and 
druggist,  Shrewsbury.    Aged  80. 

Lloyd.— At  Bridgend,  Mr.  John  Lloyd,  pharmaceutical 
chemist.  Deceased  gentleman  was  the  son  of  a  farmer  at 
Great  Frampton,  in  the  Vale  of  Glamorgan.  He  had  carried 
on  business  in  Bridgend  for  many  years,  and  was  greatly 
esteemed  in  the  district.  He  was  an  ardent  Churchman, 
and  for  a  considerable  period  was  one  of  the  superintendents 
of  the  Sunday  school. 

Montgomeby. — On  October  13,  at  the  Medical  Hall, 
Callan,  Michael  Hennessy,  son  of  Mr.  Hugh  Montgomery, 
L.P.S.I. 

Seymoub — On  October  3,  Mr.  Henry  Seymour,  chemist 
and  druggist,  Bristol.    Aged  65. 

The  retail  chemist's  business  in  Rundle  Street,  Adelaide, 
S.A.,  lately  carried  on  by  Mr.  Porter,  has  been  taken  over  by 
Mr.  Bowen,  for  some  time  senior  assistant  to  Mr.  Wastell. 
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practical  IRotea  ant)  jformulae. 

Gelatin  Pastilles. 

The  apparatus  used  for  closing  caskets  and  koseals  can  be 
adapted  as  a  gelatin-pastille  mould,  and  answers  the  purpose 
very  well.  One  side  of  the  closing-apparatus  generally 
consists  of  metallic  depressions,  and  these  filled  with  the 
gelatin  base  make  nicely-shaped  pastilles  when  set.  A  good 
ba-e  may  be  made  by  using  equal  parts  of  French  gelatin, 
glycerin,  and  water. 

Foe  Acute  Coetza. 

The  following  snuff  is  effective  if  used  early  : — 

Alum   gr.  iij. 

Morph.  sulpliat   gr.  ij. 

Cooain.  hydroch.      ...    gr.  j. 

Camphorae    5ij- 

Bismutlii  subnit.     ...       ...       ...  5ij. 

Mix  thoroughly. 

To  be  used  every  two  hours,  a  small  quantity  being  used 
in  each  nostril. 

Plague-disinfectant. 

Dr.  E.  L.  Marsh,  of  the  Bombay  PJague  Research 
Laboratory,  gives  the  following  as  the  disinfectant  used  for 
the  cowdung  or  mud  floors  of  infected  houses : — 

...    21  parts 

  15  „ 

 100  „ 

  340  „ 

Five  ounces  of  this  solution  are  diluted  with  a  gallon  of 
water,  giving  a  solution  containing  1  in  725  of  mercuric 
chloride.  Dr.  Marsh  finds  that  if  the  floor  be  first  sprayed 
with  electrolised  sea-water  the  oxidising  and  neutralising 
action  induced  is  a  valuable  adjunct  to  the  use  of  the 
mercuric-chloride  solution. 

Collapsible  Tubes. 

These  can  be  quickly  and  nicely  filled  with  ointments 
by  placing  the  ointment  on  a  piece  of  parchment-paper, 
which  has  been  wet,  and  from  which  the  adhering  water 
has  been  wiped.  A  long,  thin  package  should  be  made,  as 
near  the  shape  of  the  tube  as  possible,  but  smaller  ;  the  usual 
wrapping-fold  should  be  made  in  the  paper.  One  open  end 
of  this  package  should  be  introduced  into  the  tube  to  the 
shoulder.  The  exposed  end  of  the  package  should  now  be 
constricted  and  the  ointment  "  stripped "  out  between  the 
thumb  and  finger,  filling  the  tube  from  the  shoulder  ;  mean- 
while the  paper  should  be  drawn  out  as  the  tube  fills.  When 
the  tubes  are  used  for  ointments  of  mercurial  or  silver  salts, 
they  should  be  coated  with  a  resin-varnish.  An  ethereal 
solution  of  tolu  will  be  found  very  satisfactory  and  con- 
venient for  this  purpose. 

Tooth-paste  Foe  Collapsible  Tubes. 


Mercuric  chloride  ... 
Ammonium  chloride 
Hydrochloric  acid  .. 
Water... 


Powdered  orris 
Powdered  myrrh 
Powdered  pumice 
Precipitated  chalk 
Oil  of  clove  ... 
Oil  of  lemon  ... 
Oil  of  rose 
Glycerin  ) 
Honey  ( 
Solution  carmine 


40  oz. 

1  oz. 

1  oz. 

8  oz. 

1  dr. 

1  dr. 
12  min. 


equal  parts,  to  make  a  paste 

  enough 

— Merck's  Report. 


San-Toy  Tooth-powder. 

Sodii  carbonat. 

Pulv.  sang,  dracon  

Pulv.  oss.  sepise 
Cretse  preecip.... 
Ess.  menth.  pp. 
Otto  rosea 
Mix  and  pass  through  a  fine  sieve. 


gr.  xv. 

5iv. 

5xx. 

5j. 
tnxv. 

— Drug  Topics. 


of  the  samples  he  tested  were  dyed  with  pure  indigo.  The 
method  he  used,  an  extended  form  of  the  information  we 
have  given  several  times  of  late  years,  was  as  follows : — 

1.  Put  a  piece  of  the  cloth  h  inch  square  on  a  saucer,  plate, 
or  other  porcelain  dish,  and  drop  two  or  three  drops  of 
strong  nitric  acid  upon  it.  If  pure  indigo  a  bright-yellow  spot 
with  a  green  rim  is  quickly  developed. 

2.  Place  a  small  piece  of  the  cloth  J  inch  square  on  a  plate 
or  in  a  porcelain  basin,  and  just  cover  it  with  pure  sulphuric 
acid.  The  liquid  becomes  greenish-yellow  or  olive,  then  passes 
through  various  shades  of  green  to  a  deep-blue.  After  half  an 
hour  dilute  with  water,  when  the  solution  assumes  a  bright-blue 
colour  if  dyed  with  indigo.  If  alizarine  the  solution  becomes 
violet.  If  logwood  and  indigo  are  present  together  the  solution 
becomes  green  or  greenish-blue.  There  are  other  tests,  but  the 
above  are  quite  sufficient  for  all  practical  purposes  and  can  be 
easily  applied. 

Natural  v.  Artificial  Indigo. 

Me.  Cahille  Kurz,  Smichow,  records  the  result  of 
experiments  made  with  a  view  of  determining  the  relative 
"  fastness  "  of  natural  and  synthetic  indigo.  Pieces  of  fabric 
dyed  with  artificial  indigo  under  the  same  conditions  as 
some  dyed  with  the  natural  product  were  found  as  dark  in 
colour,  but  of  a  purer  shade.  The  pieces  lost  less  colour  on 
rubbing  than  did  pieces  dyed  with  natural  indigo.  Resist- 
ance to  washing,  soap,  and  light  were  perfectly  equal,  except 
that  natural  indigo  becomes  a  little  duller  on  exposure  to 
light,  whilst  synthetic  indigo  preserves  its  bright  shade, 
only  losing  in  intensity.  It  is  not  thought  that  the  price  of 
synthetic  indigo  will  decrease  for  some  few  years,  but  that 
when  it  does  it  will  have  a  very  serious  effect  on  the  natural- 
indigo  trade. 

Mouse  and  Rat  Poison. 

Lard  ...    Bxvj. 

Salicylic  acid ...       ...       ...       ...  3iv. 

One  onion. 

Beef-suet      $iv. 

Precipitated  carbonate  of  barium...  §xvj. 
Ammoniated   solution  of  copper 

acetate       ...       ...       ...       ...  §iss. 

Brown  the  onion  with  some  of  the  fat,  add  the  rest  of  the  fat, 
stew  for  ten  minutes,  and  strain.  Then  add  the  acid,  and  when 
the  fat  is  half-cold  mix  the  barium  carbonate  with  it  and  the 
copper  solution. 

— Pilar.  Zeit. 

COSMETIQUFS. 


Testing  Indigo  Cloth. 
Dr.  K.  N.  MacDonald  had  occasion  recently  to  test  nume- 
rous samples  of  blue  cloth  sold  as  indigo  dyed  cloth.  None 


A 

B 

C 

Resin 

25  oz. 

25  oz. 

30  oz. 

Suet   

20  „ 

10  „ 

10  „ 

Vaseline  oil 

35  „ 

40  „ 

Ceresin  ... 

7  oz. 

40  „ 

50  „ 

Palm  oil  ... 

10  „ 

10  „ 

Castor  oil... 

2A  oz. 

Oil  of  bergamot ... 

U  dr. 

1  oz. 

Oil  of  cloves 

3i  dr. 

Oil  of  lemon 

1  oz. 

3A  dr. 

Oil  of  cassia 

3h  dr. 

2h  dr. 

3i  „ 

Oil  of  lavender  ... 

3"  „ 

Oil  of  anise 

1A  dr. 

1 

— 

Melt  the  solids  and  fixed  oils  together,  strain,  add  the  per- 
fumes, and  mould  into  sticks  or  cakes. 

An  Unconsidered  Trifle. — "  Are  you  fond  of  litera- 
ture ?  "  he  inquired,  with  assumed  carelessness,  but  he  was 
watchiDg  her  attentively.  "Passionately,"  she  replied, 
"  but  I  get  so  little  time  to  read  anything  except  the 
chronicles  of  my  profession.  Ours  is  a  most  exacting  art, 
but  I  love  books  dearly."  "  Then  you  must  admire  Sir 
Walter  Scott  1  Is  not  his  '  Lady  of  the  Lake  '  exquisite  in 
its  flowing  grace  and  poetic  imagery  1 "  "  It  is  perfectly 
lovely,"  she  assented,  clasping  her  bands  in  ecstasy.  "I 
suppose  I  have  reud  it  a  dozen  times."  "And  Scott's 
'  Marmion,'  "  he  continued.  "  It  is  perfectly  grand,"  she 
murmured.  "  And  '  Scott's  Emulsion  "I"  he  continued, 
hastily,  for  a  faint  suspicion  was  beginning  to  dawn  upon 
him.  "  I  think,"  she  interrupted  rashly,  "  that  it's  the  best 
thing  he  ever  wrote." 
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Scientific  progress. 


Guaiacum. — A  study  of  guaiacum  wood  and  resin  by  Pro- 
fessor Schaor  and  comparison  of  palo  balsamo  (the  resin  of 
Bulnesia  Sarmienti,  Lor.)  appears  in  abstract  in  Phar.  Zeit., 
1899,  671. 

Golden-seal  Boot  (Hydrastis  canadensis)  has  been  found 
on  the  Continent  by  Hartwich  adulterated  to  the  extent  of 
50  per  cent.  Serpentary  was  one  of  the  most  notable  adulterants, 
but  there  were  several,  from  which  it  might  be  judged  that  the 
admixture  was  as  much  due  to  carelessness  as  intention. — Pharm, 
Post,  1899,  427. 

Hymenea  Courbaril  is  one  of  the  trees  which  yield  copal. 
The  bark  (Cortex  Lokri)  is  used  in  the  West  Indies  for  dysentery. 
A  Dutch  pharmacist  (W.  P.  U.  van  den  Driessen  Marseuw)  has 
recently  analysed  the  bark,  and  finds  it  to  contain  27  per  cent,  of 
catechin  and  23'8  per  cent,  of  oatechutannic  acid — sufficient  to 
account  for  its  astringent  properties. — Nederl.  Tijdschr.  v.  Phar. 

Betulin. — On  boiling  the  bark  of  Betula  alba  in  a  solution  of 
alkali,  and  acidifying  the  dark-red  decoction  with  hydrochloric 
acid,  C.  J.  Reichardt  has  obtained  a  precipitate  which  dries  to  a 
red-brown  colour  and  has  a  bitter  taste.  He  calls  it  "  betulin." 
It  is  a  beautiful  colour,  especially  suitable  for  cosmetic-prepara- 
tions, and  he  thinks  so  well  of  its  future  that  he  has  patented  it 
in  Germany. — Pharm.  Cent.,  39,  587. 

Hydrocyanic  Acid  as  an  Insecticide. — In  New  South 
Wales  they  have  been  trying  an  American  method  of  killing 
insect  pests  on  fruit-trees.  It  consists  in  covering  the  tree  with 
a  tent,  and  fumigating  with  hydrocyanic  acid,  generated  by  mixing 
potassium  cyanide  and  sulphuric  acid  under  the  tent.  An  hour's 
fumigation  suffices,  and  the  fumes  are  less  injurious  than 
spraying.  A  picture  illustrating  the  process  appears  in  Nature, 
October  5,  page  548. 

Arrow-poison  of  Wakamba. — Professor  Brieger  has 
examined  this  poison  from  German  East  Africa,  and  has  isolated 
from  it  a  toxic  crystalline  substance  which  does  not  reduce 
Fehling's  solution,  and  has  the  formula  C2;)H460i3.  It  crystallises 
from  hot-water  solutions  in  anhydrous  needles,  m.p.  182°-184°  C, 
and  slowly  from  cold  solutions  with  20  per  cent,  of  water  of 
crystallisation,  the  m.p.  of  this  form  being  93°-94°  C. — Deutsch. 
Med.  Wochenschr.,  1899,  637. 

Ipecacuanha. — Defchan  has  recently  fouud  the  roots  of 
Poly  gala  violacea,  St.  Hil.,  and  P.  caracasana,  H.B.K.,  in  com- 
mercial ipecacuanha.  The  P.  violacea  roots  are  10  to  20  cm. 
long,  are  more  or  less  twisted,  yellowish  to  brown  in  colour,  very 
much  branched,  and  floury-white  when  broken.  The  P.  cara- 
casana root  was  up  to  20  cm.  in  length,  is  less  branched,  and  of 
a  dark  colour — usually  grey.  The  absence  of  raphides  in  the 
Poly  gala  roots  is  characteristic. 

Emfoelie   Acid,  the  peculiar  substance  isolated  from  the 
fruit  of  Embelia  ribes  by  Warden  in  1888  has  been  studied  by 
qq  Professor  Heffter,  of  Berne,  who  obtained  it 

in  orange-red  plates,  melting  at  142°  C.  Its 
OH.O      ,0— 0uH2j  empirical  formula  is  ClsH2804,  and  it  is  a 
OH  0      0  OH         dibenzoyl  derivative,  of  which  the  constitu- 
3"  \/  '  tional  formula  is  as  shown  above.  Warden's 

00  formula  was  C8H13C00H;  but  Heffter  has 

proved  that  there  is  no  carboxyl  group  in  the  acid. — -Apoth.  Zeit., 
1899,  565  and  570. 

Oil  of  Cascarilla. — Dr.  H.  Thorns,  of  Berlin,  has  examined 
this  little-known  oil,  which  Mr.  W.  A.  H.  Naylor  has  incidentally 
referred  to  in  his  work  on  cascarillin.  Dr.  Thorns  obtained  the 
sample  from  Schimmel,  and  gives  these  factors  for  it:— Sp.gr., 
0  914  at  15°  C,  and  0-912  at  20°  C. ;  opt.  rot.  [a]u=  +4-81  at  15°  C. 
The  oil  contains  21  per  cent,  of  free  acid,  0'3  per  cent,  of  eugenol, 
10  per  cent,  of  terpene,  C,0H16,  b.p.  155-157°  C,  8  8  per  cent,  of 
laevo-limonene,  13'2  per  cent,  of  p.-cymol,  two  sesquiterpenes 
C15H3„  one  boiling  at  255-257°  C.  (10  5  percent.),  the  other  at 
260-265°  C.  (33  per  cent.).  An  alcohol  (Cl5H23OH),  boiling  at 
280-290°,  is  present  to  the  extent  of  11  per  cent. ;  also  10  per  cent, 
of  high-boiling  acid  bodies  and  PI  per  cent,  of  resin.  The  paper 
also  contains  a  study  of  the  free  acid,  which  is  named,  from  its 
formula,  CuH30O3,  undecylenic  acid.  It  has  a  sp.  gr.  of  0  9102  at 
25°  C,  and  melts"  at  25°  O,  thus  being  markedly  different  from 
cascarillic  acid,  which  melts  at  -  18°C,  and  has  a  sp.  gr.  0  9324  at 
20°C— Phar.  Zeit.,  1899,  670. 

A  Hew  Alkaloidal  Reagent.— Mecke  recommends  a  1-in- 
200  solution  of  selenic  acid  in  sulphuric  acid  as  an  alkaloidal 
reagent.  It  gives  distinctive  colour-reactions  with  colchicine, 
digitalin,  veratrin,  and  especially  the  opium  alkaloids  (codeine, 
morphine,  narcei'ne,  narcotine,  papaverine,  thebai'ne,  and  apo- 
morphine).  The  reagent  is  very  sensitive,  0-005  mg.  morphine 
or  codeine  sufficing  to  show  itself  by  a  green  colour.  This 


happens  even  in  presence  of  extractive  bodies,  so  that  the 
test  can  be  applied  direct  to  opium  preparations,  the  green 
colour  being  distinct  in  a  brown  mixture. — Ztschr.  offentl. 
Chem.,  1899,  5,351. 

A  New  Jaborandi. — Dr.  Bocher,  professor  at  the  School  of 
Medicine  and  Pharmacy  at  Clermont-Ferrand,  has  recently  sub- 
mitted a  thesis  to  the  faculty  of  these  sciences  at  Toulouse  for  the 
degree  of  doctor  of  medicine,  in  which  he  describes  a  new 
jaborandi.  This  he  terms  Pilocarpus  racemosus,  a  native  of  the 
French  Antilles.  The  specimens  upon  which  Rocher  conducted 
his  examinations  were  provided  by  the  well-known  pharmacologist, 
Professor  Heckel.  He  states  that  P.  racemosus  contains,  like  the 
Brazilian  plant,  both  pilocarpine  and  jaborine,  the  total  alkaloidal 
contents  being  about  1  per  cent.,  and  therefore  higher  than  that 
of  P.  penhatifolius.  Of  this  0'6  is  pilocarpine,  and  0-4  jaborine. 
A  very  aromatic  essential  oil,  of  a  greenish  colour,  was  also 
obtained,  but  no  comparison  has  been  made  between  this  and  the 
ordinary  oil  of  jaborandi. 

Tobacco-smoke. — Dr.  H.  Thorns  has  determined  the  amount 
of  nicotine  and  other  bodies  in  tobacco-smoke.  He  had  twenty 
cigars,  containing  1'12  per  cent,  of  nicotine,  artificially  smoked, 
led  the  smoke  into  a  condenser,  from  which  it  passed  through  two 
Woulf  bottles  half-filled  with  10-per-cent.  sulphuric  acid,  then 
through  two  of  10-per-cent.  caustic  soda.  In  the  sulphuric  acid, 
nicotine-ammonia  (NH5)  and  pyridin  were  found  (pyridin  :  nico- 
tine =  1:6).  Dr.  Thorns  believes  that,  in  smoking,  nicotine  is 
decomposed  into  pyridin  and  perhaps  other  bases.  In  a  further 
experiment  on  the  same  lines  he  alto  isolated  trymethylamine. 
From  the  stumps  of  twenty  cigars  he  obtained  0-2025  gramme  of 
nicotine  (=  4'34  per  cent.),  showing  that  much  of  the  nicotine 
collects  there.  He  also  studied  the  essential  oil,  of  which  he 
obtained  6  grammes  from  15  kilos,  of  tobacco.  This  resembled  in 
smell  oil  of  chamomiles.  The  leaf  (20  kilos.)  freed  from  this  oil 
yielded,  on  smoking,  75  grammes  of  volatile  oil  with  a  stupefying 
odour.  It  contained  pyridin,  phenol  and  furfurol.  Broadly,  the 
results  of  the  investigation  go  to  show  that  the  old-fashioned 
notion  that  nicotine  is  the  body  that  sickens  in  tobacco- smoking 
is  wrong,  for,  in  addition  to  it,  there  is  pyridin  and  a  good  deal  of 
carbon  monoxide. — Phar.  Zeit. 


Ht  tbe  Counter. 


Foe  Rheumatiz  ? — The  third  ingredient  in  the  following 
order  puzzled  "J.  S"  He  asks  our  opinion.  We  suggest 
that  "  Proto-iodide  of  potash  "  is  meant,  bat  would  be  glad  to 
have  our  readers'  views  : — 

1  pennyworth  of  gumgolako. 

1  dito  terpentine. 

1  dito  protitoes. 

In  Jebsey  City. — "  This  child  is  my  little  girl.  I  sent 
you  five  cents  to  buy  two  sitless  powders  for  a  groan  up 
adult  who  is  sik." — "You  will  pleas  give  the  leetle  boi 
5  cents  worth  of  ipecac  for  to  throw  up  a  five  months  old 
babe.  N.  B.  The  babe  has  a  sore  stummick." — "  I  have  a 
cute  pain  in  my  child's  diagram.  Please  give  my  son  some- 
thing to  release  it "— "  My  little  babey  has  eat  up  its  father's 
parish  plasther.  Send  an  antedote  quick  as  possible  by  the 
enclosed  little  girl." 

A  Woman  went  into  a  druggist's  shop  in  the  far  North  the 
other  day,  and  asked  for  an  Allcock's  porous-plaster,  at  the 
same  time  putting  down  Is.  l\d.  on  the  counter.  The 
chemist  observed  this,  and,  while  carefully  wrapping  up  the 
plaster,  began  a  mental  argument  whether  he  should  take 
the  full  price  offered,  let  it  go  at  IQ^d.,  or  split  the  difference. 
He  decided  on  the  middle  course,  and,  in  his  most  mag- 
nanimous manner,  said,  "See,  I'll  give  you  the  l^d.  off. 
"  What  1 "  said  the  woman  ;  "  none  o'  yer  nonsense  ;  I  want 
a  sixpence  back."  (Curtain.) 

Anothee  Edinburgh  chemist  received  the  following  from 
a  customer  in  the  Emerald  Isle  : — "  Please  send  me  A  box  of 
Pills  I  am  suffering  from  A  consant bitterness  in  my  stomach 
this  last  two  years  it  has  my  fraim  all  Affected  there  is  not 
a  bit  of  food  I  eat  but  it  comes  off  my  stomach  Again  in  fact 
I  am  not  able  to  walk  from  Pure  weakness  there  is  a  young 
Woman  Here  that  you  are  after  curing  and  I  would  not  know 
anything  about  only  for  Her  When  you  get  my  letter 
Please  answer  this  by  return  ef  Post  I  am  incloosing  Alevan 
Stamps  let  me  know  How  is  them  teaken." 
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©bsenrntfons  ano  "(Reflections. 

By  Xrayseb. 


The  Nobth  Staffordshire  Chemists  are  generous  in 
proposing  a  fighting  fund  to  assist  the  Pharmaceutical  Society 
in  its  an ti- company  crusade.  Bat  it  is  not  clear  what  could 
be  done  with  such  a  fund.  If  we  prepare  a  sound  case,  one 
that  can  be  supported  by  conclusive  argument,  all  that  can 
be  done  is  to  press  this  with  earnestness  and  persistence  on 
members  of  Parliament.  This  involves  time  and  trouble,  and 
needs  all  the  personal  influence  we  can  secure  ;  but  money 
scarcely  comes  into  the  equation  at  all. 

*  *  *  * 

Latent  ob  Blatant,  I  wonder  whether  the  Secretary  of 
the  Federation,  as  quoted  by  its  President,  Mr.  John  Smith, 
in  his  speech  at  Liverpool  on  October  12,  referred  to  the 
"  latent  enthusiasm  "  or  to  the  "  blatant  enthusiasm  "  which 
he  found  existing  among  the  chemists  of  the  country. 
Either  expression  contains  a  notable  tincture  of  truth,  but 
neither  is  perhaps  the  exact  phrase  which  the  Secretary 
would  have  wished  to  have  used  if  his  desire  had  been  to  be 
complimentary.  Latent  enthusiasm  is  of  no  use  to  anybody ; 
but  it  is  the  only  kind  that  most  of  us  are  possessed  of,  at 
any  rate  in  regard  to  the  election  of  1  jcal  secretaries  of  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society,  which  was  Mr.  Smith's  topic- 
Blatant  enthusiasm  is  certainly  not  unfamiliar  to  us,  and  we 
recognise  it  as  the  kind  which  only  hinders  the  causes  with 
which  it  is  associated. 

***** 

The  Exchequeb  Conscience  will  stand  a  good  many 
appeals  such  a3  that  addressed  to  it  in  last  week's  Lancet  on 
the  subject  of  the  medicine-stamp  without  bsing  strained. 
"  We  do  not  think,"  writes  the  Lancet  man,  "  that  in  these 
days  of  scientific  enlightenment  any  British  Government 
should  regard  with  complacency  the  addition  to  its  pecuniary 
resources  of  money  implying  such  widespread  misery  to  the 
poor  and  sick  of  the  nation  as  is  implied  in  the  266,572M4s.  11^. 
received  last  year  as  duty  upon  proprietary  medicines." 

*  *  *  * 

The  Widespbbad  Misery  occasioned  by  these  proprie- 
tary medicines  is  nob  attempted  to  be  demonstrated  by  the 
Lancet ;  and  the  assumption  that  taxing  them  increases  their 
consumption  also  remains  to  be  proved.  Bat  if  these  premises 
were  as  evident  as  they  are  doubtful,  Somerset  House  could 
contemplate  them  with  equanimity.  A  department  which 
shares  in  the  profi  ts  of  the  alcohol  business  to  the  tune  of 
thirty  millions  a  year,  and,  according  to  the  Lancet's  reason- 
ing, is  responsible  to  that  extent  for  the  widespread  misery 
occasioned  by  it,  would  not  mind  burdening  its  conscience,  if 
it  had  got  one,  with  the  additional  responsibility  of  a 
trumpery  crime  such  as  is  no  w  attributed  to  it  of  less  than 
one  hundredth  of  the  dimensions  of  the  whisky  one. 

*  #         *  # 

Mr.  J.  W.  Lomas,  whose  lonely  death  was  reported  last 
week,  was  a  man  of  whom  it  would  be  interesting  to  know 
more  than  we  have  yet  been  told.*    His  speeches  at  the 

*  There  is  little  more  to  tell  about  poor  Mr.  Lomas.  His  Phar- 
maceutical Society  life-membership  was  the  one  link  he  had  with 
his  fellow-pharmacists,  and,  as}  we  mentioned  last  week,  the 
Society  officials  could  only  come  into  touch  with  him  through  his 
City  address,  the  Safe  Deposit,  1  Queen  Victoria  Street.  There 
his  journals  went,  his  investment  correspondence,  and  so  on.  He 
was  accustomed  to  call  there  occasionally  and  do  what  business  or 
correspondence  he  required.  His  income  was,  we  believe,  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  250/.  a  year.  Although  eccentric  in  everything 
Mr.  Lomas  was  not  that  in  his  personal  appearance.  He  was 
never  badly  "  groomed,"  and  his  tall,  spare  figure  and  weather- 
beaten,  somewhat  military  cast  of  face  almost  indicated  tropical 
experience. — Ed. 


annual  meetings  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  were  curious 
mixtures  of  shrewd  observation  and  humorous  allusion  which 
often  descended  to  pure  buffoonery.  He  had  the  lean  and 
hungry  look  of  the  Mantuan  apothecary,  and  there  was 
something  foreign  and  uncanny  about  his  accent  and 
gestures.  No  one  seemed  to  know  him,  and ^  hough  his 
rising  was  always  a  signal  for  a  burst  of  lauf  hter,  which 
continued  intermittently  to  the  end  of  his  speech,  no  ghost 
of  a  smile  ever  crossed  his  melancholy  face.  We  all  took 
him  to  be  a  chemist  in  a  back  street  and  a  not  very  prosperous 
one — one  who  had  left  his  wife  or  a  boy  to  deal  out  Epsom 
salts  and  oxalic  acid  promiscuously.  The  one  thing  we 
never  suspected  about  him  was  that  he  had  seen  many  men 
and  strange  countries  ;  nor  did  he  strike  his  audience  as  a 
man  who  had  retired  from  the  business  with  which  he 
seemed  so  familiar,  nor,  however  sarcastic  his  allusions  to 
the  outside  public  or  to  the  Government  might  have  been, 
did  he  give  the  impression  of  the  sour  cynic  which  the 
obituary  notices  seem  to  suggest. 

*  *  *  * 

Dr.  Stephen  H.  Emmens,  of  New  York,  lately  in  the 
alchemistry  business,  but  now  "  President  of  the  Liquid  Air 
Company "  and  "  inventor  of  the  Ala  system  of  manufac- 
turing and  utilising  liquid  air,"  writes  a  rejoinder  in  the 
Forum  to  an  article  which  had  previDusly  appeared  in  that 
review  from  Professor  Edwin  H.  Hill,  who  had  dealt  out 
disrespectful  sneers  at  "  the  liquid-air  man."  Dr.  Emmens, 
while  he  does  not  endorse  the  extravagant  anticipations  of 
the  future  of  liquid  air  which  have  been  suggested  by  some 
sensational  writers,  insists  on  its  prospective  value  in  engi- 
neering-work. If  air  compressed  to  a  pressure  of,  say, 
2,000  lbs.  per  square  inch  can  be — as  it  already  is — of 
enormous  use,  liquid  air,  which  is  virtually  a  compression  to 
10,000  lbs.  the  square  inch,  must  prove  so  much  more  ad- 
vantageous. The  Forum  publishes  in  each  number  a  brief 
biographical  note  concerning  its  contributors.  It  is  signifi- 
cant that  the  description  of  Dr.  Emmens  makes  no  allusion 
to  the  marvellous  discovery  of  the  conversion  of  silver 
into  gold  which  he  claimed  to  have  made  a  couple  of 
year3  ago. 
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SSbttortal  Comments. 


"  Something  is  Going  to  Happen." 

We  are  on  the  eve  of  an  important  departure  in  pharma- 
ceutical politics.     Nest  Wednesday  the  Council  of  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Great  Britain  will  decide  how  they 
will  bring  before  Parliament  a  better  method  of  dealing  with 
company-pharmacy   than    that    proposed    by   the  Lord 
Chancellor  in  the  Companies  Acts  Amendment  Bill.  The 
Councils  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Societies  are  independently 
agreed  that  this  matter  must  be  settled  before  other  phar- 
maceutical reforms  can  be  taken  in  hand.    It  is,  therefore, 
regrettable  that  certain  members  of  the  London  Council 
should  in  their  public  utterances  put  the  cart  before  the 
horse,  and  encourage  those  theoretic  aspirations  towards 
professionalism  which   bitter  experience  shows  to  have 
delayed  the  most  necessary  reform.     Mr.  Rymer  Young, 
speaking  at  Sheffield  last  week,  said  that  his  Council  "  should 
not  touch  the  unclean  thing  until  they  were  absolutely 
compelled."    If  that  spirit  is  shared  by  many  of  Mr.  Young's 
colleagues  on  the  Council,  which  we  cannot  imagine  to  be 
the  case,  we  may  as  well  say  "  good-bye  "  to  the  prospect  of 
remedy  which  lies  in  the  Companies  Bill,  or  leave  the  Lord 
Chancellor  to  deal  with  it  alone.    But,  if  we  are  not  mis- 
taken, Mr.  Young  does  not  speak  on  this   occasion  for 
his  colleagues.    The  Council  by  its  resolution  this  month 
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took  the  first  step  to  meet  the  wishes  of  chemists 
generally  throughout  the  country  that  something  should  be 
done  by  the  Council  to  modify  the  Lord  Chancellor's  proposals. 

The  Earl  of  Dudley,  as  sponsor  for  the  Bill,  said  in  the 
House  of  Lords  on  August  3  that  the  Committee  were 
"  unanimously  of  opinion  that  they  had  better  attempt  to 
make  the  Bill  of  a  workable  character,"  and  that  must 
necessarily  be  kept  in  view  by  those  who  desire  to  have  the 
provisions  regarding  company-pharmacy  amended.  The 
Lord  Chancellor  recognised  the  principle  that  it  is  wrong  for 
a  company  "to  do  that  which  an  individual  without  qualifi- 
cation may  not  do,"  but,  so  far  as  pharmacy  is  concerned, 
he  qualified  this  dictum  by  saying:  "I  quite  agree  that  if 
this  matter  is  to  come  forward,  as  it  probably  will  in  another 
Session,  it  is  desirable  that  we  should  guard  very  carefully 
the  language  used,  so  as  not  to  interfere  with  any  proper 
vested  interests ;  but,  on  the  other  hand,  we  should 
not  allow  the  public  generally  to  be  exposed  to  the  dangers 
of  the  practising  of  unqualified  persons  as  dispensers." 
This  focuses  the  requirements  from  the  point  of  view  of  the 
Legislature,  and  should  control  the  action  of  the  Council  so  far 
as  the  Companies  Bill  is  concerned.  The  question  of  stopping 
company-pharmacy  does  not  arise.  Those  who  have  been  in 
the  habit  of  attending  meetings  at  Bloomsbury  Square  have 
heard  frequently  from  the  presidential  chair  that  that  kind  of 
business  never  will  be  stopped;  yet  we  nowhavein  theSociety's 
organ  every  week  columns  of  pleading  to  the  contrary.  Our 
contemporary  would  do  the  Council  a  better  turn  by  leaving 
these  columns  blank,  whereby  also  it  would  insure  for  itself 
room  for  the  inevitable  tack  when  the  wind  veers  round. 

The  Lord  Chancellor's  words  which  we  have  already 
quoted  give  the  cue  to  the  Council  for  drafting  amend- 
ments to  his  pharmacy  clause.  First,  ';a  company  should 
not  do  what  an  individual  without  qualification  may  not  do." 
Here  we  have  almost  an  invitation  to  ask  that  titles  con- 
ferred under  the  Pharmacy  Acts  should  be  restricted  to 
qualified  individuals.  This  restriction  would  be  on  all  fours 
with  the  principle  of  the  medical  clause  of  the  Bill.  The 
second  point  which  requires  guarding,  according  to  the 
Lord  Chancellor,  is  that,  while  not  preventing  drug-trade 
companies  from  trading,  the  public  safety  must  be  protected 
by  some  means  from  unqualified  dispensers.  His  Lordship's 
manager-method  goes  a  very  little  way  towards  that 
end,  and  it  should  not  be  difficult  to  convince 
him  that  a  directorate  of  qualified  chemists  and 
druggists  is  as  essential  for  his  purpose  as  money  qualifica- 
tion is  generally,  especially  as  the  evil  which  was  laid  before 
the  Companies  Committee  on  behalf  of  the  Pharmaceutical 
Council — viz.,  one-m3n  companies — would  be  effectively 
checked  by  this  means,  while  it  would  merely  be  perpetuated 
by  the  manager  idea.  The  advantage  of  the  directorate 
method  of  dealing  with  the  matter  is  that  it  does  not  recog- 
nise companies  in  any  way  under  the  Pharmacy  Acts,  and 
would  not  in  the  least  interfere  with  the  incorporation  of 
businesses  owned  by  qualified  individuals,  seeing  that  the 
partners  in  such  cases  would  be  the  directors.  The  main 
thing  is  to  insure  qualified  supervision,  and  at  least  the  first 
step  towards  this  end  would  be  obtained  by  the  qualified 
directorate.  Whether  more  can  be  done  through  the  Com- 
panies Bill  is  doubtful ;  but  we  look  to  the  amendment  of  the 
Pharmacy  Act3  for  more  complete  control  of  the  business 
a,nd  everyone  engaged  in  it,  so  that  the  public  may  be 
assured  of  that  protection  which  the  Lord  Chancellor 
desires.  This  is  not,  however,  the  time  to  discuss  this 
eventuality  ;  at  present  the  Companies  Bill  has  to  be  made 
to  suit  the  case,  and  the  Pharmaceutical  Council  must  either 
do  that,  or  have  the  objectionable  clause  negatived— which 
would  be  tantamount  to  keeping  companies  always  with  us. 


National  Analysis. 

The  Local  Government  Board  for  England  and  Wales  has 
this  week  issued  its  report  for  1S98.   It  is  a  bulky  Blue-book 
of  more  than  800  pages,  and  is  full  of  interes;  to  the  social 
reformer.    There  are  dozens  of  "  papers  "  in  it  for  those  who 
have  the  leisure  and  the  patience  to  work  dry  details  into 
telling  phrases,  but  our  immediate  concern  is  that  part  of 
the  book  which  deals  with  reports  of  analysts  appointed 
under  the  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Act.    The  officials  of  .  the 
Board  used  to  present  their  figures  on  this  subject  in  a  way 
most  objectionable  to  the  drug-trade,  deducing  from  the 
percentages  of  adulteration  in  samples  analysed  the  conclu- 
sion that  all  medicines  sold  were  adulterated  to  the  same 
extent.    Our  protests  against  this  have  been  taken  to  heart, 
and  the  facts  are  now  presented  more  fairly.  We  learn  from 
the  report  that  during  the  year  1,641  samples  of  drugs  were 
examined,  of  which  196,  or  nearly  12  per  cent.,  were  found 
to  be  adulterated.    In  only  93  of  these  cases  were  legal 
proceedings  taken,  and  79  penalties,  amounting  to  531.  Qs.  6d., 
were  inflicted.    There  were  39  samples  of  sweet  spirit  of 
nitre  adul'erated  out  of  173  examined  ;  of  Gregory's  powder 
25  out  of  75  ;  of  sulphur  15  out  of  82 ;  of  rhubarb  15  out  of 
136  ;  of  lime-water  13  out  of  40  ;  of  magnesia  11  out  of  74; 
and  8   out  of  25  prescriptions  were  improperly  or  care- 
lessly compounded.    There  were   also  8  samples  of  wax 
condemned  out  of  30  analysed ;  9  out  of  84  of  cream  of 
tartar;  and  9  out  of  43  samples  of  seidlilz-powders.   On  the 
other  hand,  of  69  samples  of  castor  oil,  48  of  linseed-meal,  and 
49  of  quinine  and  its  preparations  not  one  was  bad,  and 
only  2  samples  out  of  the  32  of  glycerin  examined.  The 
last  item  will  not  occur  in  the  1899  report,  for  during  this 
year  the  analysts  have  fairly  nobbled  glucose-glycerin.  There 
is  no  question  of  the  utility  of  the  Acts ;  persistent  raid  on 
certain  grossly-adulterated   articles   stamps   out  sophisti- 
cation.   For  example,  a  few  years  ago  pepper  was  a  bad 
article  ;  now  it  is  one  of  the  purest  things  we  get,  only 
13  out  of  1,566  samples  analysed  last  year  having  been 
adulterated,  and  but  3  so  badly  that  the  retailers  were 
fined.     Ginger,  likewise,  is    improving,  for  only  15  out 
of  569  samples  taken  were  adulterated  last  year,  and  even 
olive  oil,  which  some  people  think  is  never  quite  pure,  was 
respectable,  24  out  of  218  samples  being  condemned.  Milk 
is  the  really  bad  article  in  the  list  (when  its  consumption 
is  taken  into  account),  for  1  sample  in  every  10  (actually 
2,011  out  of  20,315  analysed)  was  condemned,  and  yet  this 
is  the  lowest  on  record.    Drug-adulteration  increased  last 
year  to  11  9  per  cent,  (from  10  5  in  1897) — a  regrettable 
circumstance — but  this  is  not  a  reflection  upon  cbemist3  and 
druggists,  because  the  majority  of  the  retailers  prosecuted 
for  selling  bad  drugs  are  unregistered  persons.    For  example, 
in  September  we  reported  18  cases  of  drug-adulteration 
which  came  before  the  Courts,  and  of  these  offences  15  were 
committed  by  grocers  and  other  unqualified  shopkeepers) 
2  by  registered  chemists  and  druggists,  and  1  by  a  wholesale 
druggist  supplying  small  shopkeepers.    We  may  fairly  count 
that  to  the  drug-trade  for  righteousness. 

The  report  makes  a  slight  reference  to  the  ineffective  way 
in  which  the  Acts  are  administered  in  certain  districts  of 
the  country.  That  has  long  been  a  grievance  by  the  Local 
Government  Board ;  and  in  the  new  Act  which  comes  into 
force  on  January  1,  1900,  there  is  provision  for  the  Board's 
inspectors  taking  samples  in  districts  where  the  Acts  are 
neglected,  and  when  that  is  carried  out  purchased 
samples  are  to  be  divided  into  four  portions,  the 
fourth  going  to  the  Board.  To  show  how  the  Act 
is  neglected  in  some  parts  the  report  states  that 
during  the  year  4.955  analyses  were  made,  or  1  to  every 


708 


THE  CHEMIST  AND  DRUGGIST 


October  28,  1899 


85  of  the  population.  The  proportions  in  different  dis- 
tricts were :  in  London  1  to  353  persons,  in  the  provinces  1 
to  659,  the  lowest  proportion  being  1  for  every  5,959  persons. 
We  have  gone  further  into  the  matter  and  have  compiled 
the  following  table,  showing  the  districts,  numbers  of  samples 
analysed,  numbers  of  persons  for  each  sample,  and  the  per- 
centage of  adulteration  found.  Under  the  districts  we  give 
the  names  of  the  analysts: — 


-LylStriCu  anCl  i\H£llySu 

Samples 

Population 

Per  cent. 

Examined 

per  Sample 

• 

Adulterated 

Metropolis   

11,975 

352 

11-5  . 

Lancashire  (Mr.  W.  C. 

"Williams)  ... 

6,451 

651 

79 

Middlesex  (Mr.  Bevan) 

2,400 

233 

4-7 

Yorks,  W.B.  (Mr.  A. 
H.  Allen)   

2,189 

510 

4-0 

Durham   (Mr.  W.  F. 

Stock)   

1,801 

604 

88 

Stafford  (Mr.  E.  W. 

Jones)   

1,914 

420 

14  5 

Warwick  (Mr.  B.  Hill) 

1,952 

405 

7-3 

Kent  (Mr.  Adams) 

920 

871 

10-3 

Pembroke  (Mr.  Seyler) 

39 

2,260 

179 

Merioneth   

8 

6,151 

50-0 

Denbigh  (Mr.  W.  F. 
Lowe)   

66 

1,980 

28-8 

Rutland  (Dr.  Dyer)  ... 

20 

1,000 

15  0 

It  is  cot  difficult  to  deduce  from  the  foregoing  that  where 
the  Acts  are  in  practical  abeyance  there  adulteration  is  most 
rampant,  and  the  new  Act  will  remedy  that.  Here  is  another 
interesting  table  which  we  have  compiled  :— 


Name  of 

Drug 
Samples 

All 

Propor- 
tion 
Adul- 
terated 

Place 

Analyst 

Art. 

Exmd. 

Adul. 

Exmd. 

Metropolis 

333 

48 

11,975 

11-5 

^Nottinghamshire 

Mr.  O.  Hehner  . 

62 

24 

525 

18-7 

Denbigh 

Mr.  W.  F.  Lowe 

20 

12 

66 

288 

Cornwall 

Mr.  B.  Kitto  ... 

10 

0 

268 

12-3 

Warwick 

Mr.  A.B.Hill... 

34 

7 

1,914 

145 

Rutland 

Dr.  B.  Dyer  ... 

3 

1 

20 

15-0 

Durham 

Mr.  Stock 

73 

18 

1,125 

92 

Flint   

Mr.  W.  F.  Lowe 

5 

2 

149 

10-7 

Somerset 

Mr.  H.  J.  Alford 

27 

0 

1,339 

3-5 

Bedford  

Dr.  Stevenson  . 

34 

3 

413 

4-6 

Middlesex 

Mr.  Bevan  ... 

112 

,5 

2,400 

47 

(ex  Metro.) 

Leicester 

Dr.  Dyer 

51 

7 

494 

4-7 

Yorks,  W.  R.  ... 

i  Mr.  Allen 

197 

7 

3,471 

5-4 

Glamorgan 

Mr.  Seyler 

66 

4 

1,901 

64 

Chester  

i  Mr.  Carter  Bell 

10 

0 

1,083 

6-9 

Lancashire 

Mr.  C.  Williams 

84 

7 

6,451 

7-9 

Stafford  

i  Mr.E  W.T.Jones 

25 

0 

1,801 

88 

Cambridge 

Mr.  J.W.  Knight 

176 

23 

These  results  show  how  comparatively  free  some  districts 
are  from  drug-adulteration,  as  well  as  how  bad  some  districts 
are.  Do  the  figures  indicate  the  distribution  of  the  small 
shopkeeper  1 

United  Practitioners  Act,  1899. 

This  is  the  title  of  an  amendment  to  the  medical  Acts 
suggested  by  Mr.  C.  S.  Leadbetter,  R.D.S.E.,  of  Didsbury.  The 
Practitioner  says  it  is  one  of  the  funniest  documents  which 
members  of  the  august  medical  profession  could  possibly 
peruse.  A  printed  covering-letter  "  to  the  members  of  the 
Manchester,  Salford,  and  London  School  Boards  "  states  that 
the  details  of  the  Bill,  as  it  was  being  constructed,  were 
tubmitted  to  several  of  the  Departments  of  State,  and  the 


author  adds  that  "  it  may  therefore  be  safely  assumed  that 
her  Majesty's  Executive  Government  have  knowledge  of  its 
contents."  In  proof  of  the  latter  contention  he  prints  a 
number  of  official  communications  acknowledging  formal 
receipt  of  the  document. 

The  Bill  is  described  by  Mr.  Leadbetter  as  beiDg  under  the 
consideraticn  of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  Board  of  Trade,  and  the  Iaspsctor-General  of 
one  of  the  departments.  It  is  prefaced  by  a  lengthy  memo- 
randum, and  contains  fifteen  schedules  and  sixty-two  clauses- 
It  cancels  the  Lord  Chancellor's  Bill,  The  Companies 
(Medical  Profession)  Bill,  1899;  endorses  the  proposed 
University  Degrees  Bill,  and  extends  its  provisions.  The 
Bill  likewi=e  includes  other  proposed  Bills  and  parts  of  Acts 
now  in  force,  and  places  the  practitioners  embraced  by  its 
contents  absolutely — for  a  consideration — under  the  control 
of  the  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade  subject  to  a  Treasury 
minute. 

The  object  of  the  Bill  i3  to  amalgamate  the  medical  and 
allied  professions,  and  to  amend  the  Acts  in  force  relating 
to  their  practice  and  training.  The  allied  professions  are 
stated  to  be  "  dentists,  professed  anaesthetists,  vivisectors, 
veterinary  surgeons,  mid  wives,  surgeon-accoucheurs,  herbal- 
ists, bonesetters,  chemists  and  druggists,  vendors  of  pro- 
prietary medicines,  and  the  like  callings,  and  their  pupils 
and  assistants."  The  various  practitioners  embodied  in  the 
Bill  will  pay  an  annual  fee  of  one  guinea  for  a  certificate, 
but  what  the  certificate  entitles  them  to  do  is  not  quite 
clear.  They  will  be  controlled  by  the  United  Practitioners' 
Central  Executive  Board,  which  is  to  be  presided  over  by 
the  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade,  and  will  include  three 
lady  practitioners  in  practice  under  the  Act,  two  army 
surgeons,  a  navy  surgeon,  a  physician,  a  surgeon,  a  licentiate 
dentist,  two  registered  dentists,  three  registered  pharma- 
cists, three  registered  veterinarians,  one  male  surgeon- 
accoucheur,  and  two  midwives.  Mr.  Leadbetter  should 
address  Blackburn. 

PELLETIER-CAVENTOU  MONUMENT. 

•The  following  additional  subscriptions  to  this  monument 
have,  we  learn,  been  received  by  M.  Bocquillon  Limousin, 
2  lis,  Rue  Blanche,  Paris,  Treasurer  of  the  fund  :— 

£  s. 

Sir  John  Brunner,  Bart,  M.P   2  2 

Mr.  Thomas  Whiffen   2  2 

The    Proprietors    of    The    Chemist  and 

Druggist   2  2 

Mr.  I.  Bourdas   1  1 

Mr.  Richard  Reynolds  1  1 

Mr.  Henry  S.  Wellcome  1  1 

Dr.  J.  C.  MacWalter   0  5 

Mr.  Walter  Hills,  225  Oxford  Street,  London,  W.,  is  re- 
ceiving subscriptions  on  behalf  of  the  fund. 

GERMAN  PHARMACY. 
The  gentleman  inside  German  pharmacy  who  occasionally 
shows  his  fellow-apothekers  in  that  truthful  mirror,  The 
Chemist  and  Druggkt,  how  others  see  them,  has  again 
disturbed  them  by  his  remarks  in  our  issue  of  October  7 
regarding  the  meeting  of  the  Naturalists' Association.  The 
Apothekcr  Zeitung  and  Pliarmaeeutisclie  Zeitung  have,  in 
consequence,  indulged  in  a  gentle  tu  qiioquc  response,  which 
we  take  with  pleasure;  but  that  does  not  get  over  the 
real  point  of  our  correspondent's  communication.  We 
Britishers  have  German  apothekers  held  up  to  us  as  models 
of  all  the  virtues.  They  make  (so  we  are  told)  their  own 
pills  and  tinctures  and  things,  and  would  scorn  to  handle  a 
factory- made  article  ;  but  behold,  when  the  truth  is  told 
they  are  like  as  we  are ! 

WEAK  BELLADONNA-PLASTERS. 
Dr.  B.  H.  Paul  has  been  doing  some  analyses  of  belladonna- 
plasters  for  the  Hospital.    The  plasters  come  out  very  badly 
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only  two  samples  being  of  pharmacopoeial  strength,  the  | 
other  fourteen  ranging  from  0  031  to  027  per  cent,  of 
alkaloid.  The  samples  were  taken  from  a  considerable 
number  of  retailers,  and  the  names  of  the  supplies  of  the 
full  strength  plasters  only  are  given — May's  Drug-stores  and 
Seabury&  Johnson.  The  Hospital  says  the  results  are  amusing, 
although  somewhat  destructive  of  one's  faith  in  man,  and 
especially  in  chemists.  We  do  not  se3  that  the  results  are 
at  all  amusing,  but,  on  the  contrary,  they  are  of  serious  im- 
portance to  chemists  who,  from  tb.3  nature  of  the  plasters, 
must  depend  upon  wholesale  makers  to  a  considerable 
extent. 

B.P.  FLORAL  WATERS. 
Mr.  T.  S.  Barrie,  in  his  note  on  rose-water,  calls  attention 
to  a  question  of  considerable  importance.  P/evious  to  the 
publication  of  the  1898  Pharmacopoeia  there  was  no  doubt 
as  to  what  aqua  rot  03  was,  and  one  naturally  in  dispensing 
used  the  water  of  the  dispensary-bottle  without  dilution. 
There  is  a  doubt  as  to  what  the  aqua  rcsas  used  by  the 
Boards  of  Examiners  is  now — at  least,  in  Edinburgh.  The 
candidates  regard  the  aqua  rosx  of  prescriptions  and  that  of 
the  B.P.  as  synonymous,  but  the  examiners  seem  to  think 
aqua  rosre,  B.P.,  is  the  triple  article,  therefore  that  candi- 
dates when  dispensing  should  dilute  the  water  in  the  aqua 
rosas  bottle  as  the  B.P.  directs.  Some  who  have  not  diluted 
the  article  have  been  sent  back  to  their  studies.  We  pre- 
sume the  examiners  go  upon  the  idea  that  the  examination 
dispensary  is  a  shop,  therefore  that  the  aqua  rosa;  is  the 
same  as  would  be  kept  in  a  shop — the  concentrated  article  ; 
or  they  may  be  of  the  opinion  mentioned  in  Mr.  Barrie's 
article — viz,,  that  aqua  toecc  is  rose-water  of  commerce. 
The  matter  should  be  settled  soon,  for  examination. failures 
are  bad  enough,  without  little  things  like  that  tripping-up 
candidates. 

DISPENSERS'  RISKS. 

The  Insurance  Press  last  we  3k  concluded  the  articles  on 
dispensers'  risks,  to  which  we  referred  recently.  The 
following  is  a  suggestion  which  is  put  forward : — 

What  seems  to  us  to  be  really  desirable  is  that  the  stamp  of 
official  preference  should  be  given  by  the  Pharmaceutical  Society 
to  one  of  the  ideas  they  deem  in  their  wisdom  and  special 
knowledge  to  be  best,  and  as  the  poison-bottle  became  gener- 
ally known,  so  the  danger  of  confusion  of  one  bottle  which 
contained  death  in  a  dose,  for  another  in  which  was  medicine — 
harmless  if  taken  as  prescribed— would  be  reduced,  and  that 
alone  would  be  something  well  worthy  of  achieving.  Of  course 
we  understand  that  well-qualified,  competent,  and  careful 
chemists  and  druggists  resent  too  rnuch  red  tape  and  undue 
interference  with  their  everyday  business,  but  the  carrying  into 
effect  of  the  idea  we  throw  out  as  a  suggestion,  although  perhaps 
causing  some  little  inconvenience  and  expense  at  first,  would  soon 
light  itself,  and  would  certainly  tend  to  lessen  the  number  of 
awful  fatalities  which  continue  to  occur  by  mistakes  which  are 
very  easily  made  alike  by  dispensers,  doctors,  nurses,  and  patients. 
We  do  not  think  that  an  offbial  pattern  poison-bottle  would 
improve  matters  at  all.  Poison-bottles  are  at  present  easily 
recognised  as  containing  dangerous  substances,  and  the 
variety  of  patterns  is  rather  of  advantage  than  otherwise. 

MISQUOTATION. 

Mr.  R.  L.  Gifford  has  again  relieved  himself  of  some  of 
those  playful  fancies  which  this  journal  seems  to  engender 
in  him.  On  this  occasion,  in  unearthing  a  quotation  from 
an  article  written  more  than  seven  years  ago,  Mr.  Gifford 
has  excluded  an  important  part  of  the  text  in  order 
to  suit  his  argument.  The  article  from  which  Mr.  Gifford 
quotes  dealt  with  the  negotiations  by  Mr.  Sandford  which 
resulted  in  the  passing  of  the  Pharmacy  Act  of  1863.  The 
passage  referred  to  was  printed  in  The  Chemist  and 
Druggist  as  follows,  and  it  should  be  compared  with  Mr. 
Gifford's  travesty  on  page  714  : — 

For  a  quarter  of  a  century  the  Legislature  had  been  struggling  to 
evolve  a  Bill  which  should  provide  something  that  should  at  least 
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look  like  security  to  the  public  in  regard  to  the  sale  of  poisons. 
Instead  of  taking  advantage  of  this  disposition  the  Pharmaceutical 
Council  came  mooning  into  Parliament  in  1865  with  a  Bill  seeking 
protection  simply  for  the  business  of  a  chemist  and  druggist  in  the 
compounding  of  the  prescriptions  of  duly  qualified  medical 
practitioners,  and  saying  nothing  whatever  about  the  sale  of 
poisons.  It  does  not  appear  even  that  the  sale  of  poisons  was  to 
be  restricted  to  chemists  and  druggists.  The  omission,  it  may  be 
remarked,  was  intentional. 

We  are  disposed  to  agree  with  pharmaceutical  leaders 
in  considering  that  the  best  course  to  take  wi  h  Mr. 
Gifford  is  to  allow  him  to  talk  as  wildly  as  he  chooses.  This 
is  good  policy  as  loDg  as  he  sticks  to  generalities ;  but  when 
he  insults  individuals  it  is  time  to  tell  him  that  there  is  a 
limit  to  abuse. 

PARIS  EXPOSITION. 

Those  who  intend  visiting  the  Paris  Exposition  next  year 
can  purchase  admission-tickets  beforehand,  by  investing  in 
one  or  more  of  the  Exposition-bonds.  Each  "  Bon  de  Vingt 
Francs "  has  a  counterfoil,  which  will  be  exchanged  for 
twenty  entrance-tickets  on  presenting  it  at  certain  French 
banks.  Another  coupon  entitles  the  bearer  to  a  reduction 
of  25  per  cent,  on  the  entrance-fees  of  the  "  inside-shows" 
of  the  Exposition.  If  the  owner  of  the  bond  prefers,  he  rnsy, 
in  place  of  the  latter  concession,  obtain  a  reduction  of  a 
third  of  the  fare  on  either  three  return  railway-journeys  for 
stations  distant  from  Paris  50  to  230  kilometres,  two  return- 
journeys  for  stations  201  to  500  kilometres  off,  or  one  return- 
journey  for  stations  of  greater  distance  than  500  kilometres 
the  reduction  being  granted  by  the  chief  railways.  Eaoh 
bond  also  participates  in  the  prize-drawing3  which  take 
place  several  times  a  year :  at  the  last  one,  on  October  25, 
there  were  prizes  varying  from  100,000f.  down  to  100 f.,  and 
next  year  among  the  prizes  is  one  for  half  a  million  francs. 
There  are  three  and  a  quarter  millions  of  the  bonds  authorised 
to  be  issued,  so  that  the  prize-getting  is  purely  a  matter  of 
luck.  This  method  of  raising  money  for  the  erection  of  the 
Exhibition,  although  it  may  sound  curious  to  English  ears,  is 
not  at  all  uncommon  in  France.  We  only  call  attention  to 
it  for  the  benefit  of  those  of  our  readers  who  may  desire  to 
spice  their  investments  with  a  dream  of  passible  wealth, 
whilst  paying  their  admissions  to  the  Exposition  in  advance. 
The  present  price  of  the  bonds  is  about  16 :. 

TEDIOUS,  BUT  USEFUL. 

A  country  practitioner,  writing  to  the  Practitioner  in  com- 
mendation of  the  article  which  appeared  in  that  journal  on 
the  commercial  aspect  of  medicine,  gives  budding  medicos  a 
few  points  from  his  own  experiences.  Regarding  dis- 
pensing by  doctors,  he  writes  :  — 

Dispensing  to  many  an  assistant  is  a  bugbear  ;  no  doubt  it  is 
tedious  after  a  hard  day's  work  to  have  to  set  to  and  put  up  a 
couple  of  dozen  bottles,  but  what  an  advantage  a  man  has  who 
has  dispensed  his  own  medicine  and  seen  the  various  actions  of 
drugs  on  each  other  !    He  is  not  likely  to  make  up  a  mixture  yf— 

R  Sodse  salicyl. 
Sp.  asther.  nitr. 
Aq.  camph. 

5vi. 

which  I  saw  in  a  chemist's  shop  one  day,  and  signed  by  a  budding 
young  practitioner.  By  assisting  and  dispensing  you  become 
thoroughly  observant  with  your  drugs,  and  you  have  ample  time 
to  study  your  Mitchell  Bruce  with  all  the  principal  drugs  to  hand, 
and  when  the  day  arrives  when  you  decide  to  go  and  try  your 
luck  in  London,  you  have  gained  many  points  which  could  be 
gained  in  no  other  way. 

This  method  of  learning  pharmacology  is  slightly  different 
to  that  prescribed  for  the  pharmacist. 

WOMAN  HAS  A  GRIEVANCE. 
She  cannot  be  a  Fellow  of  the  Royal  Societies.   The  Coun- 
tess of  Warwick  presided  over  a  meeting  the  other  day  a 
which  the  following  resolution  was  submitted  and  carried  : — 

That  it  is  desirable  and  important  that  duly  qualified  women 
should  have  the  advantages  of  full  Fellowship  in  scientific  and 
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other  learned  Societies— e.g.,  the  Royal,  the  Lirmean,  and  the 
Royal  Microscopical. 

Mrs.  Garrett  Anderson  proposed  it,  as  one  having  a  cognate 
connection  with  the  subject  through  medicine,  from  the 
learned  bodies  of  which  women  had  been  long  excluded. 
She  confessed  that  part,  at  least,  of  the  disability  had  been 
removed,  for  she  herself  had  been  nominated  Vice-President 
in  medicine  for  the  forthcoming  annual  meeting  of  the  British 
Medical  Association.  So  far,  well ;  but  Mrs.  Farquharson,  of 
Houghton,  put  a  different  complexion  on  the  matter  when  she 
said  that  "  admission  to  the  learned  Societies  would  enable  a 
woman  with  her  untrained  mind — as,  to  state  the  case 
frankly,  was  unfortunately  so  often  the  case — to  be  on  the 
same  footing  as  members  of  the  other  sex."  This  confession 
is  worth  pondering  over.  We  are  not  able  to  decide  whether 
i  t  means  that  women  with  untrained  minds  are  fit  and  proper 
persons  to  be  Fellows  of  the  learned  Societies,  or  whether 
existing  Fellows  have  untrained  minds.  The  latter  seems  to 
be  the  most  logical  inference  from  the  statement  that  it  is 
the  desire  of  women  to  be  on  the  same  footing  as  men. 

WHEN  IS  A   CARRIER  NOT  A  CARRIER? 

That  the  "  law  is  a  hass  "  is  only  too  well  appreciated  by 
retail  druggists  who  have  been  suffering  more  or  less 
severely  from  its  vagaries  since  a  forensic  triumvirate  inter- 
preted the  pharmacy  law  twenty  years  ago.  Pharmacy 
companies  are  not,  however,  the  only  corporations  which 
are  hard  on  the  drug-trade  ;  carrying  companies  run  them 
close — perhaps  because  they  are  a  law  unto  themselves. 
A  subscriber  writes  to  us  this  week  about  a  carboy  of  vitriol 
which  he  ordered  and  had  delivered  to  him,  with  three- 
fourths  of  the  corrosive  stuff  gone,  the  carboy  smashed,  and 
5s.  to  pay  for  carriage  on  what  he  got,  and  what  he  did  not 
get.  For  this  he  has  absolutely  no  redress  ;  the  charge  is 
the  minimum  on  that  particular  article,  which  is  conveyed  at 
the  consignee's  risk.  But  that  is  not  so  bad  as  the  case 
against  the  London  and  India  Docks  Joint  Committee  which 
Messrs.  Jeancard,  Gazan  &  Doumin  brought  into  the  Lord 
Mayor's  Court  a  fortnight  ago  and  had  decided  against  them, 
The  docks  people  collected  on  behalf  of  the  firm  a  case 
containing  vanillin  and  peppermint  oil  for  delivery  to  a  ship, 
and  while  the  case  was  technically  in  possession  of  the 
defendants  a  bottle  of  oil  was  broken  and  over  16/. 
worth  of  vanillin  was  destroyed.  The  dock  companies  are 
proverbially  poor,  their  dividends  not  being  so  large  as 
to  permit  them  to  be  reckless  in  the  matter  of  compensation, 
and  when  the  case  was  argued  before  the  Common  Serjeant 
quite  an  array  of  defences  were  mentioned,  but  finally  the 
Serjeant  directed  the  jury  to  non-suit  the  plaintiffs,  because 
the  dock  companies  are  not  common  carriers.  The  jury 
hesitated— perhaps,  as  business  men,  they  thought  the  de- 
fendants were  most  uncommon  carriers  if  tbey  could  carry 
goods  and  be  allowed  to  get  scot  free  in  the  matter  of 
damages  done  to  them  in  the  process  of  carriage.  The 
moral  is  easily  deduced — dock  companies  cannot  carry  any- 
thing above  10Z.  in  value  without  special  arrangements,  fcr 
which  higher  rates  are  charged.  This  reminds  us  of  the 
occasion  on  which  one  of  the  London  companies  had  a 
package  of  crude  cocaine  to  carry,  and,  as  one  of  the  long- 
headed officials  had  discovered  that  cocaine  was  an  article 
which  on  one  occasion  was  worth  more  than  its  weight  in 
gold,  a  special  van  was  secured  for  the  package — it  might 
have  gone  into  a  handbag — an  experienced  drayman  was  re- 
quisitioned, and  an  escort  surrounded  the  van  until  it  reached 
its  destination  1    The  charges  were  proportionate  to  the  fuss. 


In  TeinidAD,  during  1898,  7,012  children  were  success- 
fully vaccinated,  being  the  proportion  of  about  96  per  cent, 
of  the  births.  The  results  obtained  with  glycerinated  calf- 
Ivmph  were  all  that  could  be  desired,  says  Acting  Governor 
Knollys  in  his  annual  report  to  Mr.  Chamberlain. 


©U  of  Xcmon. 

A  Note  on  Adulteration  of  the  Essence  with 
Stearin. 

By  Professor  G.  Bosvtigi  (Messina). 


AN  essence-dealer  in  this  city,  haviEg  made  a  large  pur- 
chase of  essence  of  lemon,  noticed  that  in  spite  of  care- 
ful filtration  the  essence  became  turbid  and  there  remained 
in  the  filter  a  substance  of  a  dirty-white  colour,  soft  in  con- 
sistency and  greasy  to  the  touch.  Knowing  the  property 
possessed  by  essential  oils  of  dissolving  stearin  and  glyceiides 
of  this  nature,  he  suspected  that  the  residuum  and  turbidity 
might  be  due  to  stearin  fraudulently  introduced  into  the 
essence.  Having  been  called  upon  to  report  on  the  matter  I 
now  give  the  results  of  my  investigation. 

Characteristics  of  the  Essence  under  Examination. — 
The  essence,  apart  from  the  turbidity,  which,  by  the 
way,  is  very  common  in  essences,  showed  nothing  abnormal 
under  organoleptic  examination.  The  rotary  power  (for 
100  mm.)  was  +  62°  30'  at  20°  C. ;  sp.  gr.  (by  Westphal's 
balance),  0  857  at  15°  C.  At  ordinary  atmospheric  pressure 
it  distilled  at  175°  C.  Having  performed  the  distilling-test 
in  two  parts,  and  having  examined  these  with  the  polarimeter, 
I  found : — 

r,  ..    ,     .  ,.      f  Distilled  product  +  63°  10'  at  20°. 
Optical  rotation  j^;^  +  6p  5(y  at  2Q  _ 

From  these  researches  and  others  of  a  general  nature  I 
became  convinced  that  the  essence  was  pure ;  nevertheless,  I 
made  a  special  search  for  stearin  by  the  saponification 
method.  To  a  small  quantity  of  the  essence  I  added  a  little 
of  30-per-cent.  solution  of  potassium  hydroxide  in  alcohol, 
and  as  there  was  no  precipitate  I  concentrated  50  c.c.  of  the 
essence  by  distillation  to  10  c.c. ;  then  taking  2  c.c.  of  this  I 
added  1  c.c.  of  the  alcoholic  solution  of  potash  and  only 
obtained  a  slight  turbidity,  which  disappeared  after  stirring, 
and  when  left  standing  a  little  the  two  liquids  separated 
into  two  limpid  fluid  strata,  whereas  had  there  been  even 
a  small  quantity  of  stearin  or  other  fats  in  the  essence  there 
would  have  been  an  abundant  gelatinous  precipitate  result- 
ing from  the  formation  of  common  soap  and  other  well- 
known  causes. 

If  fats  other  than  stearin  were  present  there  would  have 
been  the  same  formation  of  gelatinous  precipitate.  After 
this  last  test  it  was  perfectly  useless  to  continue  my  research, 
and  I  at  once  pronounced  the  essence  to  be  pure,  explaining 
that  the  turbidity  and  deposit  were  caused  by  the  very 
nature  of  the  essence  and  by  the  impurity  introduced  therein 
in  defective  preparation  (essence  obtained  by  sponge-pres- 
sure) and  with  stereoptene  generally  found  in  considerable 
quantity  in  essence  of  lemon  and  which  may  become  partially 
decomposed. 

The  suspicion  of  any  possible  adulteration  of  the  essence 
by  means  of  stearin  being  removed,  I  wished  to  test  the  pos- 
sibility of  the  adulteration  suggested.  Stearin  is  sold  on 
the  market  at  2  lire  per  kilo.,  a  low  figure  in  comparison 
with  the  price  of  essence  of  lemon. 

I  obtained  for  my  experiments  some  ordinary  stearin  of 
commerce,  and  some  pure  essence  of  lemon.  The  stearin 
melted  at  70°  C.  and  solidified  at  44°  C,  and  the  essence 
possessed  the  following  characteristics  :—  Opt.  rot.  (100  mm.), 
+  61°  40'  at  20°  C.  ;  sp.  gr.,  0  860  at  15°  C. 

I  distilled  25  c.c.  of  essence  in  two  equal  parts  at  175°  O. 
(under  ordinary  pressure),  and  the  two  portions  under  the 
polarimeter  eave  distilled  product  -;-62°  50' at  20°  C,  and 
residuum  +  58°  at  20°  O. 

To  the  essence  2  per  cent,  of  stearin  was  added,  the 
essence  remaining  limpid,  without  any  loss  of  its  primitive 
odour  or  colour,  and  it  gave  the  following  factors : — Opt. 
rot.,  +  59°  40'  at  20°  C. ;  sp.  gr.,  0  860  at  15°  C. ;  distilled 
half  +  62°  54',  and  residuum  +  56°  40'  at  20°. 

The  residuum  was  further  concentrated  to  a  fourth  of  the 
original  but  it  remained  clear  and  liquid,  but  on  addition  of 
potash  solution  an  abundant  gelatinous  precipitate  was  pro- 
duced. This  did  not  occur,  as  already  observed,  with  the 
genuine  essence. 

Another  sample  of  the  same  essence  to  which  5  per  cent' 
of  stearin  was  added  gave  these  factors : — Opt.  rot.,  +  57°  40. 
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at  20°  C  ;  sp.  gr.,  0  860  at  15°  C;  distilled  half:— Opt. 
rot.,  +64°  50';  and  residuum,  +  52°  at  20°  C. 

The  residue  gave  with  potash  solution  an  abundant 
gelatinous  precipitate,  which,  after  a  little  time,  became 
a  transparent  semi-solid  mass. 

A  third  sample,  containing  8  per  cent,  of  stearin,  gave — 
Opt.  rot.  +55°  10'  at  20°  C. ;  sp.  gr.,  0  830  at  15°  C.  ; 
and  on  saponification  gave  at  once  the  gelatinous  precipitate 
without  concentrating.  On  distilling  off  three  parts  of  25  c  c. 
the  residuum  commenced  to  solidify  at  about  35°  C,  and 
at  25°  C.  formed  a  semi-transparent  mass. 

To  a  fourth  sample  of  the  essence  10  per  cent,  of  stearin 
was  added  ;  it  dissolved  at  once,  with  the  aid  of  heat,  but  as 
it  cooled  the  excess  of  stearin  was  precipitated  and  collected 
at  the  bottom  of  the  vessel.  From  these  tests  I  am  able  to 
deduce  the  following : — 

Stearin  dissolves  in  the  cold  in  essence  of  lemon  to  the 
extent  of  8  per  cent,  without  altering  its  sp.  gr. 

The  sp.  gr.  in  essence  of  lemon  is  between  0  857  and  0  832 
(as  Messrs.  Schimmel  &  Co..  of  Leipzig,  had  to  admit  in  their 
Berichte  for  October,  1897,  page  23).  With  ordinary 
adulterations  such  as  turpentine,  limonin,  mineral  oils,  &c, 
the  sp.  gr.  is  removed  beyond  the  normal. 

Stearin  in  essence  of  lemon  reduces  its  rotary  power  in  a 
gradual  and  perceptible  manner,  but,  unlike  turpentine,  if 
the  test  of  fractional  distillation  is  made  (that  is,  with  a 
given  volume  of  essence,  one-half  of  which  is  distilled),  and 
the  distilled  product  as  well  as  the  residuum  is  examined  by 
the  polarimeter,  we  find  that  the  distilled  product  has  a 
rotation  superior  to  that  of  the  original  essence  and  to  that 
of  the  residuum,  whereas  when  turpentine  is  found  in  essence 
of  lemon  the  distilled  product  generally  shows  an  optical 
rotation  lower  than  the  direct  one  and  than  that  of  the 
residuum.  This  shows  that  this  test  by  fractional  distillation 
indicates  nothing  when  stearin  is  present.  Therefore,  as 
rotary  disturbance  of  itself  is  not  sufficient  to  discover 
stearin  in  essence  of  lemon,  it  is  advisable  always  to  perform 
the  saponification  test,  preferably  by  using  concentrated 
essence  even  when  it  is  a  question  of  small  quantities  of  this 
substance.  In  this  way  one  is  certain  always  to  discover 
even  small  traces  of  stearin  or  any  other  fat. 

In  the  event  of  desiring  to  determine  the  nature  of  the 
fat  employed  as  the  adulterant  in  the  essence,  all  that  is 
to  be  done,  once  the  potassic  salt  is  formed,  is  to  separate 
the  fatty  acids  from  it,  and  to  identify  them  by  ordinal  y 
analytical  methods. 


Mbat  is  lRoBe*water,  B.flX  ? 

By  Thos.  S.  Baeeie,  Pharmaceutical  Chemist. 


A  S  a  teacher  of  pharmacy,  I  have  noticed  for  some  time  a 
certain  haziness  amongst  students  as  to  what  aqua 
rosa;,  B.P.,  is,  and  this  uncertainty  exists  even  in  the  minds 
of  examiners.    This  is  due  to  a  certain  looseness  of  descrip- 
tion in  the  B.P.  itself,  which  describes  rose-water  thus : — 

The  rose-water  of  commerce,  prepared  by  distillation 
from  the  flowers  of  Rosa  damascena,  Linn.  ["  Redoute,  Les 
Roses,"  plate  109],  diluted,  immediately  before  use,  with 
twice  its  volume  of  distilled  water. 

When  all  unnecessary  phrases  are  omitted  the  description 
reads,  "  The  rose-water  of  commerce  diluted  with  twice  its 
volume  of  distilled  water,"  and  the  time  when  is  indicated 
by  the  phrase  "  immediately  before  use." 

From  this  reading  of  the  text  it  will  be  quite  evident  that 
there  are  two  rose-waters  in  the  B.P.— viz.  (1)  Rose-water 
of  commerce,  and  (2)  diluted  rose-water  of  commerce.  To 
which  does  the  term  "  rose-water,''  or  "  aqua  rosrc,"  apply  1 
lam  convinced  that  the  term  "  rose-water  "  applies  to  the 
diluted  water  of  commerce,  and  not  to  the  rose-water  of 
commerce,  as  some  maintain.  In  the  ordinary  course  of 
business  it  is  the  diluted  article  which  is  sent  out  labelled 
«*  Rose-water." 

In  the  preparation  of  rose-water  ointment  we  are  directed 


to  take  "  rose-water  undiluted,  7  fl.  oz."  This  is  the  only  argu- 
ment which  can  be  brought  against  my  statement.  It  seems 
to  indicate  that  the  compilers  of  the  BP.  meant  "rose- 
water"  to  be  "rose-water  of  commerce."  To  see  that  this  is 
a  fallacy,  CDtnpare  rose-water  with  orange- flower  water. 

The  description  of  orange-flower  water  is,  briefly,  "The 
orange- flower  water  of  commerce  diluted  immediately  before 
use  with  twice  its  volume  of  distilled  water  "  ;  hence,  as 
before,  orange-flower  water,  B  P.,  is  the  diluted  article.  In 
syrup  of  orange-Sower  and  of  calcium  laotophosphate  we  are 
distinctly  told  to  take  "orange-flower  water  of  commerce 
undiluted,"  and  this  is  the  key  to  the  statement,  "  rose-water 
undiluted,"  the  words  "of  commerce"  having  been  acci- 
dentally omitted. 

I  would  suggest  that  in  the  next  Pharmacopoeia,  if  rose- 
water  ointment  be  retained,  the  words  "of  commerce"  be 
added  to  "rose-water,"  and  I  would  advocate  meanwhile 
that  all  bottles  containing  rose-water  of  commerce  be  labelled 
"  Aq.  Rosrc  Cone,  1  to  2." 

Glasgow  School  of  Pharmacy. 


Servian  flDUttarp.  pharmacopoeia. 


SERVIA.  is  one  of  the  few  countries  whick  still  possess 
a  separate  Pharmacopoeia  for  the  use  of  their  military 
pharmacies.  The  copy  before  me  is  a  booklet  of  ninety-eight 
pages,  published  by  the  Servian  Ministry  of  War.  The  intro- 
duction states  that  it  is  to  be  used  ia  all  military  phar- 
macies, hospitals,  and  ambulances.  The  drugs  mentioned 
must  be  of  irreproachable  quality.  The  metric  system  is 
employed.  The  first  part  may  be  termed  an  abridged 
edition  of  the  official  Pharmacopoeia  ;  it  contains  the  names 
of  287  articles. 

It  mentions  3  syrups  (aurant  ,  ferri-iodat.,  and  sacchari), 
20  tinctures,  the  simple  ones  being  1 :  5  (tr.  iodi  is  1 :  16, 
without  KI),  and  6  ointments. 

Part  II.  may  be  called  the  military  part,  for  it  contains  89 
formulas,  each  having  a  special  name  which  is  suffioient  on  a 
presciiption.  As  appendix  to  this  part  is  a  list  of  drugs 
necessary  for  veterinary  purposes  ;  it  also  contains  a  formula 
for  Pulvis  equorum,  as  follows: — 

Sodii  sulphat.    200  grammes 

Sulphur,  sublim.      ...       ...       ...    1C0  grammes 

Antim.  sulpli.  nigr.  ...       ...       ...    100  grammes 

Pulv.  juniperi         ...       ...       ...    1C0  grammes 

Pulv.  fcenicul.         ...       ...       ...    1C0  grammes 

Pulv.  rhiz.  calami    ...       ...       ...    100  grammes 

Pulv.  rad.  gentian   ...       ...       ...    100  grammes 

M. 

Another  list  gives  what  sargical  dressing — e.g.,  gauze, 
wool,  and  lint — must  be  stocked.  The  following  are  tte 
different  tables : — 

Chemicals  and  apparatus  for  analysing. 
The  maximum  closes  a  doctor  may  not  overstep  without  a  ! 
The  relation  between  the  metric  and  the  old  Servian  measures. 
An  alcohol-table ;  and  one  giving  the  solubility  of  40  substances 
in  water  and  glycerin. 

The  book  closes  with  the  laws  concerning  military  phar- 
macy and  general  rules,  such  as  to  use  aqua  fontis  where 
possible,  and  that  pharmacists,  when  selling  drugs  to  a 
military  pharmacy,  must  take  30  per  cent,  off  the  "  Taxe  " 
(the  Government  fixes  the  selliDg- rates  of  dregs  as  in 
Germany).  Six  specimen-sheets  of,  as  many  books  which 
must  be  kept  form  the  finis  of  the^'Wojna  Pharmakopeja 
Srbije."  J     G.  D.  Forrester. 


Poisoned  Sugab. — Mysterious  packets  containing  poisoned 
sugar  have  made  their  appearance  in  the  Tinnevelly 
district  recently  and  are  causing  much  anxiety  and  alarm. 
At  Sivakasi,  Tenkasi,  Ambasamudram,  Tinnevelly,  and  else- 
where, these  packets  have  been  picked  up  in  fairly  large 
numbers  and  made  over  to  the  police,  who  are  cn  the  lookd 
out  for  the  responsible  persons. 
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Vbteeinaey  Formulas. 

Foe  colic  in  horses:  Spirit  of  nitrous  etber,  lcz.;  tincture 
of  opium,  1  cz.  ;  tincture  of  aconite,  20  minims.  To  be  given 
in  a  pint  of  water,  and  repeated,  if  necessary,  in  half  an 
hour. 

For  worms  in  horses  :  Powdered  areca-nut,  2  cz.  ;  powdered 
gentian-root,  2  oz. ;  iron  filings,  1  oz.  Divide  into  twelve 
powders.  A  powder  is  to  be  followed  by  an  emulsion  of  oil 
of  turpentine,  2  oz. ;  linseed  oil,  2  oz. ;  soap-solution,  q.s.  to 
make  an  emulsion. 

Tonic  condition-powder  for  horses  :  Powdered  nux  vomica, 
powdered  ferrous  sulphate,  of  each  .1  oz.  ;  gentian-root, 
1|  oz  ;  aromatic  powder,  \  oz     Divide  into  twelve  powders. 

Diuretic  powder  for  Lorse3:  Resin,  3  oz.  ;  potassium 
nitrate,  3  oz.  ;  powdered  buchu-leaves,  \\  oz.  Divide  into 
twelve  powders. 

For  saddle-galls  and  bruises  :  Tannin,  3  drs.  ;  spirit,  q  s. 
to  dissolve;  boric  acid,  3  oz  ;  glycerin,  q.s.  to  dissolve; 
water  to  p-oduce  2  pints.    To  be  applied  twice  daily. 

For  fistula:  Zinc  chloride,  1  oz. ;  distilled  water,  1  cz. 
Two  days  after  the  application  of  this  solution  syringe  the 
fistula  with  the  following  :  Oreolin,  1  oz. ;  distilled  water,  3 
pints. 

For  cracked  heels  :  Zinc  oxide,  1  dr.';  carbolic  acid,  10 
gr.  ;  lard,  1  oz. 

Wanted,  a  Substitute  foe  Tannin. 

A  fortone  awaits  the  chemist  who  discovers  a  substance 
which  will  convert  hides  into  leather  with  all  the  properties 
of  tannin  and  the  additional  one  of  destroying  the  bacillus 
of  anthrax.  Hides  from  Chioa,  Peru,  Russia,  and  Siberia  are 
never  sa'e  to  handle,  and  a  toll  of  human  life  is  taken  year 
after  j ear  in  the  tanneries  of  this  country  and  of  America. 
In  a  report  before  us  from  the  Bacteriological  Department  of 
the  State  of  Pennsylvania  we  find  it  stated  that  twelve  men 
and  sixty  head  of  cattle  died  last  year  from  anthrax — through 
being  employed  upon  tannery-works  in  the  case  of  the  men, 
and  pasturing  on  land  adjacent  to  tanneries  in  the  case  of 
cattle.  It  is  noticeable  that  the  men  manipulating  the  wet 
skins  are  much  le°s  liable  to  anthrax-infection  than  those 
engaged  in  handling  the  dry  hides,  and  the  explanation 
appears  to  consist  in  the  softness  of  the  one  and  dryness 
of  the  other ;  the  rough  edges  of  partly  cured  leather 
finding  out  abrasions  more  readily.  Numerous  experiments 
extending  over  the  whole  time  occupied  in  making  skins 
into  leather  have  been  conducted  by  Dr.  Ravenel,  with  the 
result  that  silk  impregnated  with  anthrax  material  and  passed 
through  all  the  stages  of  tanniDg  was  at  no  time  incapable 
of  reproducing  the  specific  bacillus.  The  solutions  used  in 
the  State  of  Pennsylvania  contain  approximately  from  1  to 
7  per  cent,  of  tannin.  It  was  only  la^t  month  that  an 
inquest  was  held  on  the  body  of  an  operative  at  Liverpool 
who  had  died  of  anthrax  contracted  in  the  same  way. 

Blisters  foe  Cattle. 

The  subject  of  veterinary  blisters  has  been  prominently 
before  pharmacists  in  connection  with  the  cow-blister  case 
reported  in  The  Chemist  and  Druggist,  and  it  may  not  be 
out  of  place  to  offer  a  few  practical  remarks  on  vesication  of 
the  different  species  of  domesticated  animals.  In  a  recent 
article  on  horse-blisters  it  was  remarked  that  "customers 
who  ask  for  a  blister,  if  they  do  not  name  some  proprietary 
article,  are  apt  to  suppose  that  a  horse-blister  is  the  same 
for  all  purposes,  and  it  is  the  chemist's  business  to  enlighten 
them  and  supply  the  article  most  suited  for  the  occasion." 
Not  only  do  the  requirements  vary,  and  the  vesication  to  be 
sought  differ  in  degree,  but  there  is  much  variation  in 
the  effects  of  vesicants  even  among  horses,  some  having 
thin  and  sensitive  skins,  as  is  common,  but  not  invariable,  to 
racehorses  ;  while  those  of  the  heavy-cart  breeds  have  very 
thick  skins  and  not  easily  acted  upon.  A  nice  judgment  in 
the  prescription  of  a  blister  for  individuals  is  acquired  by 
■practical  veterinarians,  whose  educated  touch  enables  them 
\o  tell  beneath  the  hairy  leg  of  a  shire  horse  whether  he  will 
be  supersensitive  to  vesicants  or  not. 
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Such  discrimination  cannot  be  expected  of  the  pharmacist 
but  be  should  possess  a  general  Knowledge  of  the  subject. 
The  counter-prescriber  is  at  a  disadvantage  when  asked  to 
supply  a  blister  for  a  cow  "  with  a  lump  on  its  shoulder,"  as 
a  "  lump  "  may  be  anything  from  a  bone  tumour  down  to  a 
swelling  with  broken  skin,  ready  to  absorb  cantharides  and 
result  fatally. 

In  "  Christison  on  Poisons  "  we  find  it  recorded  that  a  dog 
was  killed  by  the  application  of  a  drachm  of  cantharides  to 
a  wound  in  the  course  of  thirty-two  hours,  and  with  no 
other  symptoms  than  those  of  languor.  Finlay  Dunn 
comments  on  the  degrees  of  vesication  produced  by  can- 
tharides on  the  domesticated  animals  as  follows:  •' Most 
powerful  in  horses,  rather  weaker  in  sheep  and  dogs,  and 
still  weaker  in  cattle  and  swine."  Such  being  the  case,  the 
pharmacist  who  would  keep  one  stock  blister  for  every 
animal  and  all  objects  must  fail  to  secure  success.  There 
are  two  substances  both  safe  and  reliable  for  cattle,  but  not 
esteemed  sufficiently,  perhaps,  on  account  of  their  low  price. 
I  refer  to  turpentine  and  mustard.  The  former  is  very 
active  by  itself,  and  may  be  dispensed  secundum  artem,  no 
drug  that  the  writer  knows  of  absorbing  the  colouring- 
matter  of  alkanet  so  quickly,  neither  is  it  beyond  the  art  of 
the  chemist  to  render  it  attractive  to  the  purchaser's 
olfactory  nerves.  With  equal  parts  of  any  bland  oil,  linseed 
preferably,  it  is  a  fairly  active  remedy,  and  for  mild  counter- 
irritation  in  cases  of  lung  trouble  or  catarrhal  affections 
1  part  of  ol.  terebinth,  to  3,  4,  or  5  parts  of  ol.  lini  will  be 
found  sufficiently  strong.  If  oleum  sinapis  were  as  reliable 
as  the  pulv.,  it  would  be  an  ideal  vesicant  for  cattle,  but  I 
have  abandoned  its  use  after  many  trials.  It  is  effective  for 
dogs,  according  to  Finlay  Dunn,  and  so  convenient  to  dis- 
pense, either  au  natural  or  secundum  artem,  that  it  will 
commend  itself  to  cbemists,  whose  orderly  minds  prefer 
elegant  preparations  to  the  rough  methods  of  the  stable  and 
cow-byre.  The  ordinary  ground  mustard,  as  supplied  by 
any  of  the  prominent  makers,  is  as  absolutely  reliable  a 
blister  for  cattle  as  any  article  of  materia  medica  can  be 
said  to  be.  Why  not  put  it  up  in  attractive  form,  and  in  one, 
of  course,  that  will  keep  ? 


peraonaUties. 


Me.  Wm.  Feost,  chemist,  Worthing,  is  a  candidate  for 
election  to  the  local  Town  Council. 

Me.  A.  Nicholson,  chemist,  has  been  re-elected  unop- 
posed as  a  member  of  the  Tunbridge  Wells  Town  Council. 

Me.  JohnF.  L  Bbunner,  eldest  son  of  Sir  John  T.  Brunner, 
Bart.,  M.P.  for  Northwich,  has  been  adopted  as  the  Liberal 
candidate  for  the  Hyde  division  of  Cheshire. 

Me.  J.  F.  Marlar,  chemist,  Colchester,  was  presented 
on  October  24  with  a  handsome  Past  Master's  Jewel  from  the 
brethren  of  trie  Halstead  Lodge  of  Freemasons. 

Martyn's  Stoees  (Limited),  of  Wolverhampton,  have 
fitted  up  and  opened  new  pharmacies  at  China  S'reet, 
Lancaster;  179  Friargate,  Preston;  and  414  Dudley  Road, 
Wolverhampton. 

Me.  F.  H.  Moegan,  chemist  and  druggist,  K;dderminstery 
was  the  foreman  of  the  grand  jury  at  the  Worcestershire 
Quarter  Sessions  last  week,  of  which  Mr.  R  N.  Clifford, 
chemist,  Bewdley,  was  one  of  the  grand  jurymen. 


Trade  of  St.  Lucia. — The  island  of  St.  Lucia  imported' 
in  1898  medicines  (no  quinine),  valued  at  1,1892.  lis.  8d., 
against  1,0132.  12s.  lOrf.  in  1897,  and  olive  oil  6822.  18s.  1<Z., 
against  1,1332.  2s.  lid.  All  the  perfumery  imported  came 
from  France  owing  to  low  prices  and  low  freight,  and  the 
same  remark  applied  t}  soap  which  was  imported  from  the 
United  States.  The  cultivation  of  nutmegs,  kola,  turmeric, 
musk- seed,  annatto,  vanilla,  tea,  sarsaparilla,  tobaccD,  india- 
rubber,  rice,  and  ginger  are  still  in  the  experimental  stage. 
The  reports  on  ginger  and  tobacco  are  alone  encouraging, 
the  small  markets  available  for  some  of  the  other  products, 
and  the  length  of  time  before  others  could  become  remunera- 
tiv   being  deterrent  to  the  enterprise  of  small  cultivators. 
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VGmtcr  Season. 


The  Editor  loill  be  obliged  if  Secretaries  of  Associations  will  send 
him  copies  of  their  programmes  for  the  session. 

Advance  notices  of  the  meetings  to  be  held  are  inserted  under 
"  Coming  Events."  Secretaries  are  requested  to  send  such 
notices  not  later  than  Wednesdays  of  the  weeks  before  the 
meetings  are  to  be  held. 


Bradford  Chemists'  Association. 

At  the  meeting  of  this  Association  held  on  October  24,  a 
paper  entitled  "The  Legal  Aspect  of  Pharmacy,  Present  and 
Prospective,"  was  read  by  Mr.  F.  A.  Wilcock.  The  Presi- 
dent (Mr.  H.  G.  Rogerson)  occupied  the  chair. 

In  his  opening  remarks,  Mr.  Wilcock  dealt  with  the 
conditions  which  led  to  the  passing  of  the  Pharmacy  Act 
in  1868,  and  the  subsequent  history  of  the  Act  down  to  the 
present  time.  When  tbat  Act  was  passed  limited-liability 
trading  was  in  its  infancy,  and  no  one  foresaw  how  largely 
company-trading  would  enter  into  the  commercial  life  of 
the  future.  The  Act  was  designed  to  apply  only  to 
individuals,  and  yet  a  few  years  later  the  House  of 
Lords  held  that  a  company  was  outside  the  scope  of 
the  law.  That  decision  abolished  to  a  great  extent 
the  usefulness  of  the  Act,  and  since  that  time  the 
companies  had  gone  on  flourishing  "  like  a  green 
bay- tree,"  and  the  chemists  had  been  obliged  to  stand  by, 
and  see  all  this,  without  being  able  to  do  anything  to  pre- 
vent it.  After  reviewing  tbe  legislation  in  connection  with 
pharmacy  which  has  lately  been  introduced  into  Pailiament, 
Mr.  Wilcock  went  on  to  say  that  they  had  two  definite 
issues  presented  to  them  as  a  result  of  the  attempted  phar- 
maceutical legislation  of  the  past  two  years :  company- 
pharmacy,  and  the  further  regulation  of  the  sale  of  poisons 
and  a  much  larger  increase  of  tbe  poisons-schedule.  Those 
were  questions  of  public  importance;  and  when  the  issue 
was  fairly  put  before  a  disinterested  outsider  the  anomaly  of 
the  chemist's  position  was  acknowledged.  If  the  knowledge 
could  be  brought  home  to  the  outside  public,  he  thought 
the  company- pharmacy  question  could  quickly  be  put  on  a 
satisfactory  basis.  It  was  no  use  beirg  too  modest  or  afraid 
of  attacking  "  vested  interests."  They  had  right  and  justice 
on  their  side,  and  their  motto  in  the  matter  ought  to  be 

"  No  Compeomise." 

The  Pharmacy  Act  of  1868  was  a  compromise,  and  the 
present  state  of  affairs  was  the  result.  The  companies 
would  no  doubt  oppose  their  aims  to  tbe  utmo3t,  but  even 
if  they  did  not  succeed  at  first  they  would  be  in  no  worse  a 
position  than  they  were  at  present— indeed,  all  united  effort 
of  that  kind  would  tend  to  weld  them  into  a  more  compact 
and  homogeneous  body,  and  that  would  give  them  a  power 
and  influence  they  had  never  before  possessed.  With  regard 
to  the  poison -rtgulat ions  there  was,  perhaps,  not  much 
need  for  further  regulations  in  the  matter  of  storage.  The 
regulations  drawn  up  by  the  Council  were  fairly  compre- 
hensive on  that  point.  An  addition,  however,  might  be 
made  forbidding  the  sale  of  poisons  in  drinking-vessels,  or 
culinary  utensils,  or  in  bottles  or  jugs  which  might  by  their 
form  induce  people  to  believe  that  they  contained  articles 
of  food  or  drink.  Then,  again,  the  poifons-schedule  might 
be  increased  with  advantage.  Their  poisons-schedule  con- 
sisted of  about  a  dczen  articles  and  their  preparations, 
whilst  the  German  schedule  contained  twice  as  many. 

Mr.  Silson  said  it  was  difficult  to  see  what  resolution  they 
could  come  to  in  regard  to  companies.  It  happened 
frequently  that  in  order  that  an  estate  might  be  fairly 
divided  amongst  the  members  of  a  man's  family  a  business 
had  to  be  converted  into  a  limited-liability  company.  That 
was  shown  by  the  number  of  the  historic  houses  that  had  been 
compelled  to  take  that  course.  Was  it  to  be  made  necessary 
that  a  daughter  should  be  a  qualified  chemist  or  pharma- 
ceutical chemist  in  order  that  she  should  have  an  interest  in 
her  father's  business  ? 

The  President  remarked  that  the  supposed  hardships 
would  apply  in  exactly  the  same  manner  and  degree  in  the 
case  of  a  lawyer's  or  a  surgeon's  practice. 

Mr.  Waddington  said  it  did  not  appear  to  him  that 


there  would  be  any  hardship  in  the  business  of  a  pharmacist 
being  disposed  of  in  the  same  way  as  the  business  of  any 
other  professional  man.  It  would  be  quite  within  the  power 
of  a  man  carrying  on  an  extensive  business  to  leave  such 
instructions  for  the  division  of  bis  property  as  would  enable 
everything  except  the  retail  part  of  his  business  to  be 
carried  on  for  tbe  benefit  of  his  widow  and  family;  but,  so 
far  as  the  actual  professional  part  of  the  business  was  con- 
cerned, he  thougtit  they  ought  to  put  themselves  in  line 
with  o'her  professional  men  and  be  treated  in  the  samn 
way.  The  putting-up  of  proprietaries  and  the  flooding  of 
the  country  with  factory-made  articles  had  to  a  very  large 
extent  emanated  from  some  of  the  large  limited  companies. 
Besides,  many  qualified  chemists  were  doing  a  large  business 
with  unqualified  shopkeepers.  To  do  tbat  was  a  great 
stumbliDg-block  in  the  way  of  an  appeal  to  the  Legislature 
for  their  just  and  legal  rights.  He  heard  just  lately  of  a 
neighbouring  Secretaiy  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  who 
was  supplying  poisons  to  unqualified  persons  and  encourag- 
ing them  to  push  the  sale  of  Jaudanum  and  other  things  of 
the  sort.  The  greatest  difficulty  they  would  have  would  be 
with  the  Civil  Service  Supply  Stores  and  the  Army  and 
Navy  Stores  and  the  Junior  Civil  Service  Stores.  A  great 
many  of  the  members  of  the  House  of  Commons  and  the 
House  of  Lords  were  personally  interested  in  these  stores, 
and  for  that  reason  it  was  difficult  to  move  them.  But  if 
the  chemists  in  the  provinces  approached  their  local 
members  of  Parliament  they  could,  he  thought,  produce  a 
good  deal  of  effect  in  the  long  run.  He  thought  that  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society  should  be  prepared,  not  only  with  a 
resolution,  but  also  with  an  Act  of  Parliament,  and  that  it 
would  be  better  if  their  Bill  was  introduced  into  Parliament 
before  the  Lord  Chancellor's  Companies  Bill.  It  would  be  a 
very  positive  advantage  to  get  in  ihe  first  spoke. 

The  President  was  of  opinion  tbat  in  puttiDg  -  up 
specialities  and  leaving  it  optional  to  the  chemist  whether 
he  U6ed  his  own  name  or  that  of  the  maker,  the  firms  referred 
to  were  not  do'ng  a  service  to  the  chemist  in  enabling  him 
to  compete  with  advertised  nostrums. 

Mr.  SlLSON  pointed  out  that  the  Pharmaceutical  Society 
bad  no  one  in  Parliament  to  take  charge  of  a  Bill,  and  there 
was  really  no  hope  for  &ny  private  Bill  nowadays.  As  to  the 
suppljing  of  shopkeepers  by  chemists  there  could  be  no 
donbt  that  all  country  grocers  and  other  shopkeepers  were 
getting  articles  of  every  sort. 

After  further  discussion  the  following  resolution  was 
carried  on  the  proposition  of  Mr.  Waddington,  seconded 
by  Mr.  A.  Hanson  :  — 

That  this  Association  notes  with  pleasure  the  expressed  in- 
tention of  the  Council  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  to  promote 
legislation  having  for  its  object  the  prevention  of  the  assumption 
of  the  title  of  pharmaceutical  chemist,  chemist  and  druggist, 
chemist,  or  druggist,  by  limited-liability  companies  unless  the  in- 
dividuals constituting  such  companies  are  themselves  registered 
under  the  Pharmacy  Act. 

Upon  the  proposition  of  the  Pbesident,  seconded  by 
Mr.  Silson,  the  following  resolution  was  also  carried  : — 

In  the  interests  of  the  safety  of  the  public  this  Association 
would  press  upon  the  Council  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  the 
desirability  of  taking  steps  to  extend  the  scope  of  the  poisons 
schedule  with  a  view  to  the  inclusion  of  a  number  of  other 
dangerous  substances  which  will  readily  suggest  themselves  to 
the  Council's  judgment. 

Mr.  Waddington  suggested  that  the  Association  should 
call  a  meeting  of  all  chemists  within  a  radius  of  fifteen 
miles  of  Bradford,  and  that  Mr.  Newsholme  should  be 
invited  to  attend  and  explain  in  detail  his  scheme  for  the 
appointment  of  local  secretaries. 

Alderman  Dunn,  however,  was  of  opinion  that  the  best 
course  would  ba  to  send  a  resolution  in  support  of  the 
scheme  to  the  Pharmaceutical  Council  and  to  see  if  the 
scheme  were  officially  adopted  by  the  Council,  and  the 
following  resolution  was  passed : — 

That  this  Association  has  noticed  with  regret  that  no  steps 
have  been  taken  by  the  Pharmaceutical  Council  to  put  into 
practice  tbe  very  excellent  scheme  brought  forward  a  year  ago  by 
their  Vice-President  (Mr.  Newsholme)  in  regard  to  the  appoint- 
ment of  local  secretaries,  and  respectfully  requests  them  to  give 
it  their  official  sanction,  so  that  the  local  associations  may  take  the 
necessary  steps  for  its  completion. 

The  meeting  then  terminated. 
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North  =  East  Lancashire  Chemists' 
Association. 

At  a  meeting  of  this  Association  on  October  24,  Mr.  R.  Lord 
Gifford  read  a  paper  on  the  relative  posiiioa  of  pharmacy  on 
the  passing  of  the  Acb  of  1863  and  to-day.  Having  given 
the  definition  of  pharmacy  as  "the  art  or  practice  of  pre- 
paring medicines;  the  trade  of  an  apothecary — i.e ,  the 
dealing  in  medicinal  substances,"  Mr.  Gifeobd  said  the 
extent  to  which  this  definition  was  applicable  to  pharmacy  in 
1868  and  tc-day  was  the  measure  of  the  evolution  or  unfold- 
ing that  had  taken  place  since  the  passing  of  the  Pharmacy 
Act,  and  of  the  work  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Council.  Since 
its  formation  in  1841  the  Council,  whatever  its  shortcomings, 
had  been  true  to  its  object,  "To  benefit  the  public  and  to 
elevate  the  profession  of  pharmacy,"  in  spite  of  the  statement 
made  in  an  unfair  article  in  a  paper  miscalled  The  Chemist 
AND  Deuggist  (Mav  23,  1892)  that  "  The  Council  sought 
protection  (before  1868)  simply  for  the  business  of  a  chemist 
and  druggist  in  the  compounding  of  prescriptions  of  duly 
qualified  medical  practitioners."  [See  page  709. — Ed.]. 
This  illustrated  the  ignorance  of  tne  writer  or  his  spite 
against  the  Pharmaceutical  Society,  and  it  exemplified  the 
difficulties  of  the  Society  down  to  the  present  day — trade- 
interests  tending  to  keep  as  far  as  possible  free  trade  in 
medicinal  substances.  What  was  the  position  in  1863 1 
Speaking  broadly,  the  people  went  naturally  to  the  druggist 
for  their  drugs  and  medical  requirements ;  boys  were 
apprenticed  to  the  calling,  and  it  was  thought  the  duty  of  the 
druggist  to  see  that  they  were  made  proficient. 

The  Chemist,  bepoee  1838, 

was  much  more  looked  up  to  than  now.  It  followed  that 
pharmacy  had  degraded  pari  passu  with  its  recognition. 
What  were  the  causes  of  the  decadence  1  Beginning  with 
1868,  they  found  that  examinations  were  made  compulsory 
and  a  register  prepared,  which  was  another  way  of  saving 
that  their  environment  was  made  artificial.  They  were 
taken  out  of  the  grip  of  free  trade— that  was  to  say,  the 
Act  of  Parliament  exempted  them  from  free-trade  principles. 
Presently,  when  restrictions  were  placed  upon  the  pracice 
of  pharmacy,  trespassers  came,  and  were  able  to  trample 
those  restrictions  under  foot,  so  much  so  that  at  the  present 
time  the  Pharmacy  Act  of  1863  was  void  and  inopera- 
tive. As  an  example,  he  had  a  case  in  mind  of  a  man 
endeavouring  to  qualify  buying  a  business  in  the  market 
through  death.  Into  this  he  put  a  qualified  man  and 
prosecuted  his  studies.  He  was  fined  51.  for  keeping 
open  shop  and  using  the  title.  Now  he  had  on  each 
side  of  him  unqualified  persons  trading  as  chemists 
and  druggists  and  with  no  qualified  person  on  the 
premises  in  either  case.  Pharmacy  would  have  progressed 
had  they  looked  after  their  rights  and  privileges.  He 
ridiculed  the  argument  of  those  who  pointed  to  the  fortunes 
made  by  druggists  out  oE  exploiting  the  public,  and  from 
fly-papers  and  things  of  that  description.  The  State  needed 
its  pharmacist  to  live  out  of  pharmacy,  and  to  devote  his 
life  to  the  service  of  the  community,  if  the  chemist  liked 
to  go  into  trade,  well  and  good  ;  but  for  the  devotee  of 
pharmacy  there  should  be  a  function  practicable  only  after 
duly  regulated  qualification.  Bat  through  their  apathy  it 
was  not  so.  The  medical  and  legal  professions  had  their 
penal  powers,  and  by  means  of  these  had  been  able  to  keep 
their  barriers  intact.  But  the  iniquitous  stale  of  things  in 
regard  to  pharmacy  not  merely  permitted  unqualified  traders 
to  come  in  and  deal  in  most  drugs,  but  allowed  them  to 
publish  flouting  advertisements  about 

"Chemists  Rob  You;  Deal  with  vs." 

The  result  of  all  this  was  that  the  rights  and  privileges 
earned  according  to  law  were  confiscated.  Now  they  must 
insist  that  the  State  6hould  keep  its  word,  drive  out  the 
trespassers,  and  make  the  restrictions  operative.  He  con- 
tended that  their  qualifications  differed  from  the  medical 
qualifications  only  in  degree,  and  that  what  was  infamous 
conduct  in  medicine  should  nofe  be  made  proper  with  them. 
He  claimed  the  title  he  earned,  and  would  accept  no  other. 
W^hat  were  the  logical  consequences  of  the  recognition  of 
that  title  ?  (1)  OnJy  the  persons  on  the  register  could  use 
it ;  (2)  that  covering  is  equal  to  allowing  an  outsider  to  use  it ; 


(3)  that  no  company  of  qualified  or  unqualified  people  can 
use  it;  (4)  that  at  the  present  time  id  limits  the  operations 
of  companies,  as  of  all  unqualified  individuals,  to  substances 
outside  the  poison-schedules;  (5)  the  widows' clause  must 
go;  and  (6)  practising  under  dead  men's  names — the  worst 
and  most  damnable  fault  of  the  Poarmacy  Act  of  1863 — • 
must  cease.  In  conclusion,  Mr.  Gifford  assailed  as  cowards 
those  of  his  brethren  in  Scotland  who  had  made  up  their 
minds  that  justice  could  not,  be  obtained.  They  were  a 
cleg,  and  should  bave  uthera  to  do  the  fighting.  Finally, 
the  public  did  not  want  a  panny-in-the-slot  dispenser.  They 
wanted  a,  man.  They  must  appeal  openly  to  the  public,  and 
the  public  would  support  them.  Mr.  Loed  then  submitted  the 

Annual  Repobt, 

which  said  that  during  the  year  the  committee  had  been 
forced  into  some  little  prominence,  and  they  accepted  the 
situation  like  men,  and  they  would  not,  if  they  could,  undo 
anything  that  had  been  done,  for  everything  accomplished  was 
the  result  of  deliberation.  They  had  prayed  to  be  led 
aright,  and  had  kept  the  powder  dry.  Referring  to  the 
resolution  passed  by  the  Association  last  year  with  regard  to 
the  legality  of  limited-liability  companies,  he  said  their 
opinion  still  wes  that  if  the  Council  had  had  the  pluck  of  a 
mouse  that  question  would  have  been  tackled  long  ago.  The 
suggested  draft  Pnarmacy  Bill  would  have  marked  an 
epoch  in  pharmaceutical  history  had  the  Pharmaceutical 
Council  been  really  strong,  and  had  the  courage  of  its  con- 
victions— e.g.,  supposing  the  Council,  individually  or  other- 
wise, had  made  plain  what  was  really  obvious,  that  drugs, 
&c,  meant  powerful  medicines  requiring  careful  definition. 
If,  even  now,  there  was  a  courageous  Council  they  believed 
that  nothing  in  the  world  could  withstand  such  a  Bill — it 
would  be  so  eminently  just,  straightforward,  and  desirable. 
It  was  acknowledged  that  the  only  obstacles  to  pharma- 
ceutical legislation  were  sordid  capitalist,  and  they  could 
not  understand  why  the  craft  do  not  close  with  the  opposition. 
The  committee  attempted  in  April  to  bring  about  a  meet- 
ing of  representatives  of  local  associations  through  the 
Federation,  but  failed.  The  visic  of  the  delegates  to  Plymouth 
resulted  in  the  resolution  of  the  committee,  on  July  7.  "That 
an  active  agitation  is  imperative,  organised  by  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Society,  and  persisted  in."  This  they  insisted  upon 
at  whatever  cost.  Lastly,  they  protested  against  the  appear- 
ance of  flippancy  which  seems  to  animate  the  Council.  The 
committee  had  received  much  opprobrium,  much  invective, 
and  much  more  innuendo,  but  had  kept  to  the  line  it  mapped 
out,  and  refused  to  be  drawn  away  by  side-issues. 
Mr.  W.  Wells  moved  the  following  resolution: — 

That  companies,  not  being  eligible  for  examination,  cannot 
obtain  qualification  or  registration,  and  therefore  they  must  not 
use  the  title  of  pharmaceutical  chemist  or  chemist  and  druggist, 
and  may  not  retail  or  dispense  scheduled  poisons. 

He  believed  emphatically  that  regulation  and  registration  ol 
the  companies  would  be  a  desirable  settlement.  They  could 
not  admit  of  any  regulations  in  the  matter  of  title,  and  no 
regulation  could  meet  the  case.  Nothing  but  the  individual 
qualification  must  confer  the  right  to  use  the  1itle  or  to 
handle  scheduled  poisons.  The  qualification  of  director 
would  merely  increase  that  class  of  company  which  would 
be  their  most  powerful  opponents.  If  that  proposal  were 
adopted  id  would  legalise  company-pharmacy.  Tbe  idea  of 
a  company  using  a  chemist's  title  was  perfectly  absurd,  and 
no  matter  whether  the  directors  were  qualified  or  not,  trading 
collectively  and  as  a  company,  they  had  no  standing  as 
chemists.  The  resolution  he  proposed  was  hoaest,  reason- 
able, and  workable.  He  was  not  advocatirjg  the  com- 
pulsory abolition  of  drug-companies.  He  only  asked  that 
companies,  being  outside  the  sphere  of  examination  and 
qualification,  should  not  use  the  title  of  chemist. 

Mr.  Lomax  seconded  the  resolution,  which  he  thought  was 
not  one  bit  too  strong.  He  could  not  understand  why  the 
Pharmacy  Act  did  not  apply  to  companies  as  well  as  to 
individuals.  To  allow  companies  to  dispense  poisons  and 
deal  with  other  things  which  had  been  mentioned  was  not 
only  a  great  injustice  to  the  chemist,  but  greatly  to  the 
detriment  of  the  public  good.  Those  who  did  not  support 
the  Pharmaceutical  Council  and  fight  fcr  the  title  weie  just 
as  much  traitors  as  those  who  acted  as  "covers''  for  those 
companies. 
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Mr.  Holt  said  the  Association  had  held  the  opinion  that 
there  could  be  no  compromise  in  this  matter,  and  it  would 
support  the  Pharmaceutical  Council  in  any  energetic  action 
that  it  took  to  protect  their  titles  and  privileges  from 
piratical  infringement. 

Mr.  Beown  said  it  was  a  resolution  about  which  they 
could  not  have  any  possible  misgiving. 

Councillor  Shobeock  (Darwen)  said  that  the  limited 
companies  had  secured  the  sympathy  of  a  large  number  of 
people,  including  members  of  the  House  of  Commons,  by 
getting  them  to  become  shareholders. 

The  resolution  was  carried  unanimously. 

The  meeting  shortly  afterwards  terminated. 


Derby  and  District  Chemists'  Association. 

The  second  annual  general  meeting  of  this  Association  was 
held  at  Smith's  Restaurant,  Victoria  Street,  Derby,  on 
October  18,  Mr.  Cope  (President)  in  the  chair.  A  vote  was 
taken  for  the  election  of  officers,  and  the  following  were 
appointed  : — President,  Mr.  J.  A.  Cope  ;  Vice-President,  Mr. 
C.  W.  Southern  (Belper)  ;  Hon.  Secretary  and  Treasurer,  Mr. 
H.  G.  W.  Dawson  ;  Committee,  Messrs.  Hefford,  Pemberton, 
Stevenson,  and  Warrington,  Mr.  Hefford  taking  the  place  of 
Mr.  Readman. 

The  Hon.  Treasurer's  report  showed  a  balance  of  2.1.  Qs.  3d. 

Mr.  Cope  was  renominated  as  local  secretary  for  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society. 

It  was  agreed  that  the  Association  should  join  the  Federa- 
tion of  Local  Pharmaceutical  Associations. 

Mr.  Hoaeb  called  attention  to  the  special  classes  for 
pharmaceutical  and  medical  students  held  at  the  Derby 
Municipal  Technical  College.  General  satisfaction  was  ex- 
pressed that  materia  medica,  botany,  and  biology  were 
amongst  the  subjects  now  taught,  and  it  was  hoped  that  next 
year  practical  pharmacy  would  be  included. 

Mr.  W.  Elmitt,  Osmaston  Road,  was  elected  a  member, 
and  the  rest  of  the  proceedings  took  the  form  of  a  social 
gathering,  the  members  sitting  down  to  sapper  and  following 
it  with  a  little  whist  and  smoking. 


Glasgow  Chemists  and  Druggists'  Assistants' 
and  Apprentices'  Association. 

At  the  meeting  held  on  October  20,  Mr.  John  P.  Gilmour 
(President)  in  the  chair,  Mr.  John  Lothian,  Principal  of 
the  Glasgow  School  of  Pharmacy,  delivered  a  lecture  on 
"Switzerland."  There  was  a  very  large  attendance  of 
members  and  their  friends,  including  a  number  of  ladies,  and 
the  lecture,  which  was  illustrated  by  seventy  limelight  views 
of  Swiss  scenery,  was  much  appreciated.  On  the  motion  of 
Mr.  Adams  a  hearty  vote  of  thanks  was  awarded  to  Mr. 
Lothian,  who,  in  acknowledgment,  expressed  bis  gratification 
at  such  a  bumper  meeting,  and  trusted  that  the  Association 
would  go  on  and  prosper. 


pbotoorapbic  motee. 

By  a  Phabmaoeutioal  Camebist. 


Pubple  Toning  on  P.O. P. 

Me.  J.  A.  Hodges  recommends,  in  the  Amateur  Photo- 
grapher, the  phosphate-of-soda  bath  as  a  particularly  easy 
one  to  work,  and  one  which  yields  tones  ranging  from 
chocolate  to  purple.    The  formula  is — 

Sodium  phosphate   gr.  xx. 

Distilled  water       ...       ...       ...  §x, 

Dissolve,  and  add— 

Gold  chloride,..       ...       ...       ...    gr.  j. 

Wash  the  prints  before  toning,  and  when  in  the  toning- 
bath  keep  them  well  covered  and  moving  about.  For 
warmer  tones  the  bath  should  be  diluted  with  another  5  oz. 
of  water.    The  bath  does  not  keep. 

Action  of  Light  on  Metallic  Silvee. 
Ma.tob-Geneeal  J.  Watebhouse,  in  a  paper  before  the 
British  Association,  following  on  the  lines  of  Moser's  thermo- 


graphic observations,  asserts  that  metallic  silver  is  sensi- 
tive to  light.  He  says  that  if  cut-out  masks  be  laid  upon 
the  surface  of  silver  leaf  or  foil,  silvered  glass,  or  on  a 
daguerreotype  plate  with  a  sheet  of  mica  interposed,  and  ex- 
posed to  the  sun's  rays,  a  visible  image  ultimately  becomes  ap- 
parent on  the  metallic  surface.  The  effect  may  be  got  in  a 
much  shorter  space  of  time  if  the  partly- exposed  metal  be 
subjected  to  mercury-vapour,  or  developed  by  immersion  in 
an  acid  solution  of  a  ferrous  salt  mixed  with  nitrate  of 
silver.  Clear  images  can  thus  be  obtained  of  a  permanent 
character,  so  that  it  may  be  possible  to  work  the  daguerreo- 
type-process without  iodising  the  plate.  Copper  seems  to  be 
sensitive  in  the  same  way. 

Mercueic-iodidb  Intensifies. 

Messes.  Lumiebe  &  Sons  are  advocating  the  use  of  an 
intensifier  composed  of — 

Mercuric  chloride    ...       ...       ...       1  part 

Anhydrous  sulphite  of  soda  ...  10  parts 
Water  100  parts 

which  possesses  some  advantages  over  the  mercuric- chloride 
solution  usually  employed.  The  action  of  the  solution  can 
be  watched  more  closely  than  is  the  case  with  the  per- 
chloride  solution,  and  it  is  not  necessary  to  eliminate  every 
trace  of  hyposulphite  of  soda  before  applying  the  mercuric- 
iodide  solution.  After  soaking  the  plate  in  the  solution  it 
is  taken  out,  briefly  washed,  and  redeveloped.  It  should  be 
noted  that  although  mercuric  iodide  is  not  a  legal  poison  in 
Great  Britain,  it  is  mentioned  in  the  Irish  poison- schedule. 
Messrs.  Grumont,  25  Cecil  Couit,  W.C.,  sell  the  mixture  of 
mercuric  iodide  and  sulphite  of  soda  put  up  in  bottles  in 
quantities  for  making  J,  J,  and  1  litre  of  intensifier. 

"  Wellington  "  Films. 

At  the  meeting  of  the  Royal  Photographic  Society  on 
October  24-  a  demonstration  was  given  of  the  "  Wellington  " 
films.  These  films  resemble  in  some  particulars  the  "  Secco  " 
films,  described  in  the  C.  if  D.,  September  2,  page  398,  and 
consist  of  a  paper  support  upon  which  is  spread  in  suc- 
cession a  layer  of  insoluble  gums,  a  coating  of  gelatin,  and 
the  sensitive  emulsion.  The  films  are  expected  to  be  chiefly 
of  use  for  roll-holders,  as  cut  films  require  a  plate  of  glass 
or  similar  support  when  used  in  dark-slides.  I  gathered 
that  the  films  are  not  spread  with  a  highly  sensitive  emulsion, 
but  that  the  white-paper  backing  increases  the  effect  of 
light  on  the  film  and  compensates  somewhat  for  this.  The 
films  are  developed,  by  preference,  with  pyro-ammonia, 
as  it  has  been  found  that  pyro-soda  has  a  tendency  to 
cause  the  film  to  adhere  to  the  backing.  The  development 
should  be  carried  out  fully,  as  the  appearance  of  the  film 
with  its  backing  on  is  somewhat  deceptive.  A  subsequent 
alum- bath  is  essential,  its  purpose  being  to  prevent  the  film 
rolling  up.  Formalin  does  not  answer  the  same  purpose. 
Fixing  and  washing  are  carried  out  in  the  ordinary  way,  and 
the  film  is  squeezed  on  ferrotype  plates  and  dried  in  a  cool 
place.  Stripping  the  film  from  the  paper  support  is  not 
necessary,  but  to  do  it  the  film,  after  taking  off  the  ferrotype 
plate,  is  cut  round  the  edges  with  a  knife  and  raised  from 
the  paper.  The  back  of  the  film  has  a  matt  surface,  and  is 
easy  to  work  on  for  retouching.  Intensifying,  if  required, 
must  be  done  before  stripping,  and  an  immersion  in 
ammonia  and  water  expands  the  film  and  so  answers  the 
purpose  of  a  reducing-bath. 

In  the  discussion  which  followed  Mr.  Bolas  mentioned 
that  daylight  cartridge-films  were  not  so  new  as  was  gener- 
ally supposed.  He  had  come  across  a  reference  in  Notes  and 
Queries,  in  which  Captain  Vara,  writing  to  an  Indian 
journal  in  1855,  gave  suggestions  for  preparing  films  for 
daylight  loading,  which  practically  amounted  to  present-day 
methods.  The  same  speaker  spoke  highly  of  a  thin  board 
spread  with  lead- plaster,  or  a  piece  of  the  ready-spread  lead- 
plaster,  as  a  support  for  films  in  the  camera.  He  had  found 
thick  sheets  of  gelatin,  such  as  are  used  by  lithographers, 
excellent  substitutes  for  sheets  of  glass  for  supporting  films. 


Geows  on  You. — Druggist :  "  I  have  invented  a  rattling 
good  cough-medicine  "  Friend  :  "  A  sure  cure,  eh  1 "  Drug- 
gist :  "  No,  but  after  a  man  has  taken  one  bottle  he  acquires 
the  habit  and  can't  get  along  without  it." 
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A  Musk= patent  Promotion. 

In  the  Queen's  Bench  Division  on  October  25  Mr.  Justice 
Bigham,  assisted  by  a  special  jury,  heard  the  case  Banqne  de 
Bruxelle  v.  Nicholls,  Kirkness  &  Co.  (Limited),  in  which  the 
plaintiffs  sought  to  recover  a  sum  of  money  lent  to  the 
defendants,  owiBg  to  the  failure  of  the  latter  to  fulfil  an 
agreement  entered  into  between  the  panies. 

Mr.  Joseph  Walton,  Q.O ,  in  opening  the  case,  said  the 
defendants  were  a  limited-liability  company  carrying  on 
business  in  Erigland,  and  were  concerned  with  the  promotion 
of  certain  companies  for  the  purpose  of  working  chemical 
patents  in  connection  with  musk.  In  April,  1898,  they  were 
in  want  of  money  for  the  purpose  of  utilising  the  patents, 
and  approached  the  plaintiffs  for  a  loan  of  4,000^.  The 
Anglo-Colonial  Chemical  Company  was  in  existence,  and 
defendants  proposed  to  form  the  Anglo-American  Chemical 
Company,  the  Franco-Russian  Chemical  Company,  and  the 
German  and  Austrian  Chemical  Company,  for  the  purpose  of 
working  the  patents  in  the  different  countries  named.  The 
bank  agreed  to  lend  the  money  in  consideration  of  2  400 
fully-paid  11.  shares  in  the  Anglo-Colonial  Company,  2,400 
fully -paid  sbares  in  the  Anglo-American  Company,  1,600  in  the 
Franco-Russian  Company,  and  1,600  in  the  German- Austrian 
Company,  making  a  total  of  8,000  shares. 

M  Mormom,  sub-manager  of  the  Banqne  de  Bruxelle, 
which  is  in  business  at  Brut  sels,  was  called,  and  stated  that  he 
had  paid  4.000Z.  to  the  Anglo-Austrian  Bank  in  London,  to 
be  paid  over  to  the  defendants  in  return  for  certain  docu- 
ments. His  bank  had  never  received  more  than  2  400,  and 
the  other  companies  had  not  been  formed.  The  company 
had  never  paid  a  dividend,  and  there  was  no  market  for  the 
shares  in  Brussels. 

His  Lordship  having  addressed  the  jury,  a  verdict  for  the 
plaintiffs  was  returned,  and  damages  assessed  at  4,000Z. 


The  Pharmacy  Act. 

At  the  Dewsbury  County  Court  on  October  17,  Nathaniel 
Whittel,  homoeopathic  herbalist,  carrying  on  business  at 
24  High  Street,  Heckmondwike,  was  sued  by  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Society  for  the  recovery  of  two  penalties  of  51.  each, 
for  selling  on  July  25  and  August  3  "  morphine"  contained 
in  Kay's  compound  essence  of  linseed,  he  not  being  a 
registered  chemist.  Mr.  Vaughan  Williams,  barrister  (with 
whom  was  Mr.  Flux,  solicitor),  appeared  for  the  Society,  and 
Mr.  T.  Mitcheson,  solicitor,  Heckmondwike,  represented 
defendant. 

Mr.  Williams  explained  that  the  proceedings  were  autho- 
rised by  an  order  of  the  Council  of  the  Society  dated 
August  2,  whereupon  Mr.  Mitcheson  questioned  if  the  order 
could  cover  the  offence  committed  on  August  3.  Mr. 
Chadwick,  Registrar  of  the  Court  (who  heard  the  case), 
promised  to  consider  that  point  later. 

From  the  evidence  it  transpired  that  on  July  25  and 
August  3  an  agent  of  the  Society  purchased  at  the  shop 
bottles  of  Kay's  compound  essence  of  linseed,  and  it  was 
proved  that  they  contained  morphine. 

For  the  defence  it  was  denied  by  the  defendant  and  his 
wife  that  Kay's  compound  essence  had  been  sold,  the 
defendant  strongly  protesting  that  he  had  never  had  any  of 
it  in  his  shop.  Defendants  were  supported  in  this  by  S. 
Midwood,  of  Heckmondwike,  who  said  he  had  called  at 
defendant's  shop  and  asked  for  Kay's  essence,  bat  was  told 
by  Mr.  Whittel  that  he  did  not  keep  it.  A  local  chemist 
(Mr.  R.  Gledhill)  who  was  present  was  called,  on  the  sug- 
gestion of  the  Registrar,  and  he  deposed  to  having  purchased 
a  bottle  of  Kay's  essence  from  the  shop  of  the  defendant. 

The  Registrar  held  that  defendant  was  in  the  habit  of 
keeping  the  essence,  and,  after  consultation  with  the  Judge, 
said  that  his  Honour  was  of  the  opinion  that  the  order  of 
the  Council  covered  both  offences,  and  a  verdict  was  given 
for  plaintiffs  for  the  two  penalties. 

Merchandise -marks  Act. 

Aerated- wateb  Bottles. 

At  the  Swansea  Police  Court  on  October  23,  the  Crystal 
Spring  Mineral-water  Company  was  summoned,   at  the 


instance  of  the  South  Wales  and  Monmouthshire  Mineral- 
water  Bottle  Exchange  Protection  Association  for  having  in 
their  possession  for  sale  or  other  purposes  7  ginger-beer 
bottles  to  which  false  descriptions  were  applied.  Defendants 
were  fined  5s.  and  costs. 


At  the  Drogheda  Petty  Sessions  on  October  19,  twenty- 
one  summonses  were  set  down  for  hearing  at  the  suit  of 
Dublin  mineral-water  manufacturers  against  a  number  of 
local  traders  for  alleged  infringements  of  the  Merchandise- 
marks  Act  by  using  bottles  branded  with  the  names  of  the 
various  complainants.  Mr.  Tim  Harrington,  M  P.,  B.L  ,  was 
to  have  appeared  for  the  prosecution,  but  as  there  was  no 
appearance  for  the  complainants  the  Bench  dismissed  all 
the  summonses.  Later  in  the  day  Mr.  Harrington  appeared 
before  the  Bench  and  requested  the  cases  to  be  taken  up. 
This  was  refused,  and  Mr.  Harrington  threatens  to  bring 
the  matter  before  another  Court. 


An  action  has  been  brought  in  the  Court  of  Session,  Edin- 
burgh, by  A.  G.  Birr  &  Co.,  aerated-water  manufacturers, 
Glasgow,  who  seek  to  have  J.  &  W.  Veitch,  aerated- water 
manufacturers,  Glasgow,  interdicted  from  filling  with  aerated 
water  and  issuing  to  the  public,  or  using  lor  their  own 
purposes,  bottles  lent  by  the  plaintiffs  to  their  customers 
and  marked  with  the  plaintiffs'  name.  The  defendants 
deny  the  allegation,  and  explain  that  it  is  impossible  to 
prevent  an  odd  bottle  belonging  to  another  manufacturer 
occasionally  being  sent  out  by  mistake.  Somewhat  similar 
actions  have  been  raised  against  the  respondents  by  G.  &  0. 
Moore,  aerated- water  manufacturers,  Glasgow,  and  Joseph 
Dunn,  mineral-water  manufacturer,  Glasgow.  To  these 
actions  the  same  defence  has  been  stated.  The  records 
were  closed  on  Ostober  24,  and  the  cases  put  to  the  pro- 
cedure roll. 


Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Act. 

Compound  Liquorice- powdeb. 

Mrs.  Annie  Conroy,  herbalist,  of  92  Wakefield  Road,  Brad- 
ford, sold  four  Id.  boxes  of  compound  liquorice-powder.  Three 
boxes  consisted  of  2  parts  sugar  and  1  part  each  of  sulphur 
and  liquorice,  and  ths  fourth  box  contained  the  B.P.  powder. 
When  the  matter  was  brought  under  the  notice  of  the 
Stipendiary  Magistrate  it  was  explained  that  Mrs.  Conroy 
had  bought  the  stuff  from  a  firm  of  chemists  in  Bradford, 
and  the  Magistrate  ordered  her  to  pay  the  costs. 

Milk  op  Sulphur. 
At  Bingley  on  October  18,  Dennis  Whone,  grocer,  Mickle- 
thwaite,  was  summoned  for  selling  adulterated  sulphur. 
The  inspector  said  that  on  September  2  he  purchased  2  oz. 
of  milk  of  sulphur  from  the  defendant.  On  analysis  this 
was  found  to  contain  49  per  cent,  of  sulphur  and  51  per  cent, 
of  hydrated  calcium  sulphate.  Pure  milk  of  sulphur  was 
worth  47s.  per  cwt.,  but  if  it  contained  the  proportion  of  lime 
which  was  in  this  sample  its  price  ought  not  to  be  higher  than 
26s.  per  cwt.  The  defendant  said  that  he  bought  the  sulphur 
from  a  friend,  and  thought  it  was  pure.  He  had  never  sold 
a  pennyworth  of  his  supply  except  that  sold  to  the  inspector. 
All  the  remainder  had  been  destroyed.  The  case  was  dis- 
missed on  payment  of  costs  (11.  8s.  2d). 


County  Court  Cases. 

A  Draw. 

On  October  23,  in  the  Westminster  County  Court,  Max 
Schliephak,  druggists'  sundriesman,  18  Yerbury  Road,  Upper 
Holloway,  N.,  claimed  damages  for  trespass  and  damage  to 
business  from  J.  H.  Read  &  Co.  (Limited),  chemists,  90  Vic- 
toria Street,  Westminster,  S.W.  There  was  also  a  counter- 
claim for  goods  supplied. 

It  was  stated  that  plaintiff  in  1893  was  in  the  employ  of 
the  defendants,  but  afterwards  became  their  tenant,  in  the 
same  building,  and  started  in  business  as  an  importer  and 
exporter  of  druggists'  sundries.  Early  in  1898,  owing  to  in- 
convenience from  extensive  alterations  to  the  next-door 
premises,  he  was  compelled  to  take  other  premises,  and  he 
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applied  to  the  defendants  for  a  reference,  but  they  replied 
that  they  did  not  know  him.  He  afterwards  obtained  his 
present  premises  at  Yerbury  Koad.  Plaintiff  alleged  that 
defendants  harassed  him  in  the  conduct  of  his  business, 
restraining  his  goods  left  in  store  at  90  Victoria  Street  in 
his  absence,  and  without  just  cause.  The  goods  left  by 
plaintiff  on  the  premises  included  several  thousand  ointment- 
pots  which  he  wished  to  send  back  to  the  consigner 
abroad.  The  pots  were  worth  about  661.,  and  he  did 
not  have  access  to  them  for  a  month.  He  tendered  the 
rent  by  cheque  on  March  29,  and  defendants  refused  it. 
Plaintiff  had  suffered  considerable  loss  through  the  conduct 
of  defendants. 

For  the  defence  it  was  contended  that  plaintiff's  premises 
were  not  entered  by  the  defendants  until  two  days  after 
plaintiff's  notice  expired.  The  cheque  which  plaintiff 
tendered  for  rent  was  taken  to  plaintiff's  bank  close  by,  and 
in  consequence  of  what  was  said  at  the  bank  plaintiff  was 
requested  to  cash  it  himself.  Plaintiff  owed  for  Olympian 
oils  and  other  goods,  and  after  allowing  for  goods  bought 
from  him  he  remained  in  debt  to  the  company  for  72.  18s.  Id. 
It  was  admitted  that  the  Olympian  oils  were  sold  to  plaintiff 
while  he  was  still  an  assistant  to  defendants  to  send  out  to 
his  father  in  Germany,  but  it  was  denied  that  they  were  on 
sale  or  return. 

His  Honour,  in  addressing  the  jury,  said  he  thought  the 
case  obscure  when  it  started,  but  at  its  close  he  thought  it 
more  obscure.  He  summed  up  the  evidence,  and  said  he 
could  not  help  them  one  way  or  the  other  as  to  their 
decision. 

The  jury,  after  retiring  for  twenty  minutes,  found  for  the 
defendants  on  the  claim  and  against  the  defendants  on  the 
counter-claim. 

His  Honour  :  Then  nobody  gets  anything  but  the  lawyers. 
(Laughter.)  Defendants  get  the  costs  on  the  claim,  and 
plaintiff  on  the  counter-claim — if  there  are  any. 


Infringing  the  Factory  Act. 

At  the  Woodbridge  Petty  Sessions  on  October  19,  Mr.  Alfred 
Gaul,  chemist,  Woodbridge,  was  summoned  for  employing  a 
boy  under  the  age  of  14  without  obtaining  the  necessary 
certificate  of  attendance  at  school.  For  the  defence  it  was 
pleaded  that  the  law  had  been  broken  through  inadvertence, 
the  defendant  not  being  aware  that  the  school  had  been  re- 
opened after  the  holidays.  Defendant  was  fined  Is.  and 
12s.  6d.  costs. 


Bankruptcies  anfc>  failures. 


Be  John  Batty  Bhokwith,  19  Moss  Grove,  late  139 
Oakfield  Road,  and  86  Everton  Road,  Liverpool,  Chemist 
and  Druggist. 

The  first  meeting  of  creditors  was  held  on  October  18  at 
Liverpool,  and  Mr.  George  Mahon  (Messrs.  Roose,  Mahon  & 
Howorth),  OA.,  was  appointed  trustee.  On  October  19,  at 
the  Liverpool  County  Court,  the  debtor  underwent  public 
examination  before  Mr.  Registrar  Bellringer,  and  replying 
to  questions  put  by  the  Official  Receiver  debtor  stated  that 
he  purchased  the  Oakfield  Road  business  for  2572.  and  the 
Everton  Road  business  for  1502.  Particulars  of  his  affairs 
were  given  in  last  week's  issue,  page  680.  The  takings 
of  the  Everton  Road  shop,  he  said,  since  October  1  last  year 
were  3242.,  and  the  payments  178?.,  leaving  a  balance 
of  1462.  This  cash  was  taken  to  the  Oakfield  Road 
shop,  was  not  entered  in  the  cash-book,  but  was  never- 
theless paid  out  "in  the  ordinary  course  of  business." 
He  could  give  no  reason  for  not  entering  it.  The 
payments  out  were  entered.  Asked  it  he  had  pawned  any 
of  his  property,  the  debtor  stoutly  denied  anything  of  the 
sort.  The  Official  Receiver  thereupon  showed  him  a  pawn- 
ticket for  a  silver  watch  and  chain,  which  had  been  picked 
up  in  the  corridor  leading  to  the  Official  Receiver's  office  on 
the  day  the  debtor  had  been  to  that  office.  The  pawnticket 
was  in  the  name  of  "J.  B.  Beckwith,"  and  the  pawnshop  was 
in  Oakfield  Road.  The  debtor  admitted  that  he  had  lost  a 
silver  watch  and  chain  some  few  months  ago,  but  asserted 
positively  that  he  had  not  pawned  it,  and  that  he  knew 


nothing  whatever  of  the  pawnticket.  He  said  he  had  had 
only  one  banking  account,  and  it  was  with  the  London  City 
and  Midland  Bank.  He  stuck  to  the  assertion  until  the 
Official  Receiver  read  a  letter  from  the  Breck  Road  branch 
of  the  North  and  South  Wales  Bank,  which  stated  that  the 
debtor  had  an  account  there  from  August,  1898,  and  the 
present  credit  balance  was  4s.  6d.  He  then  said  that  was  so 
— he  had  forgotten  it.  He  had  never  thought  of  it.  In  the 
result  the  examination  was  ordered  to  be  adjourned. 


Re  Paekin  &  Fey,  Old  Swan,  Liverpool,  Photographic- 
material  Makers. 

In  the  course  of  the  public  examination  of  these  bankrupts 
at  Liverpool  on  October  19,  Fry  stated  that  at  the  beginning 
of  the  present  year  he  was  in  business  at  Old  Swan  as  a 
photographic  enlarger.  He  had  discovered  a  process  for 
making  photographic  paper  with  half  the  amount  of  silver 
ordinarily  required.  It  was  a  secret  process,  but  he  had  not 
patented  it  because  to  do  so  would  be  to  make  it  public. 
The  Official  Receiver  said  the  secret  was  an  asset  in  the 
estate,  and  the  bankrupt  must  explain  it  to  him.  He  wanted 
to  know  what  it  was  worth. 

The  Bankrupt :  Nothing  without  capital.  It  is  ruined  by 
the  action  of  my  partner.  He  has  made  me  a  perfect  fool  in 
the  photographic  world. 

Continuing,  he  admitted  that  in  February,  1899,  when  the 
partnership  with  Parkin  started,  he  valued  the  secret  at  5002. 
The  examination  was  ultimately  adjourned  for  a  fortnight. 


Re  Haeey  Bentinck  Budd,  East  Grinstead,  Sussex, 
Patent- medicine  Proprietor. 

At  Tunbridge  Wells  Bankruptcy  Court  on  October  18,  it 
was  reported  that  3,0002.  had  been  paid  to  the  trustee  and 
the  bankrupt  had  done  all  he  could  to  facilitate  the  ad- 
ministration of  the  estate.  The  creditors  would  be  paid  20s. 
in  the  pound,  with  4  per  cent,  interest.  In  these  circum- 
stances application  was  made  for  the  examination  to  be 
closed  prior  to  an  application  for  the  annulment  of  the 
bankruptcy  proceedings,  but  no  order  was  made. 


Re  Heney  Bueton  Beeey,  20  Showell's  Green  Lane, 
Sparkhill,  Birmingham,  formerly  of  The  Cross,  Glou- 
cester, Chemist  and  Druggist. 

The  Official  Receiver  has  issued  a  statement  of  affairs  in 
connection  with  this  failure.     The  accounts  show  gross 
liabilities  amounting  to  5,1972  2s.  10i.,of  which  1,9372. 2s.  lOd. 
is  expected  to  rank  against  the  estate  for  dividend,  and  the 
deficiency  is  8852.  Is.     In  his  observations  the  Official 
Receiver  states  that  prior  to  1880  the  debtor  assisted  his 
father,  who  carried  on  business  as  a  ohemist  at  The  Cross, 
Gloucester.    An  agreement  for  partnership  was  then  entered 
into,  under  which  the  bankrupt  had  one-fifth  share  in  the 
business,  and  they  traded  as  "  Berry  &  Son."    In  1885  Mr. 
Berry,  senior,  withdrew  from  the  business,  and  the  bankrupt 
took  over  the  stock,  fixtures,  and  trade  effects,  and  undertook 
to  pay  his  father  2,0002.  by  instalments  of  300?.  per  year. 
In  1890  the  bankrupt  purchased  the  freehold  premises  where 
the   business  was   carried  on.     He  paid  2,500?.  for  the 
property,  by  raising  a  mortgage.  In  1892  he  obtained  a  further 
500?.  by  means  of  a  second  mortgage.    The  interest  upon  the 
mortgages  (5  per  cent.)  has  been  paid,  but  there  is  now  3,0002. 
due  upon  the  property.    In  1891  the  bankrupt's  father  died. 
The  bankrupt  had  paid  1,200?.  on  account  of  the  2,000?. 
for  the  purchase  of  the  business,  and  the  share  due  to  him 
under  his  father's  will  amounted  to  1,0002.    The  800?.  owing 
to  him  from  his  father's  estate  was  deducted,  and  the 
balance  paid.  The  bankrupt  continued  trading  at  Gloucester 
until  1895,  when  he  sold  the  business  to  a  limited  company 
for  2.000?,  and  a  deposit  of  20?.  was  paid.    The  purchasers 
were  unable  to  complete,  and  the  deposit  was  forfeited,  and 
the  following  month  the  bankrupt  obtained  another  pur- 
chaser, to  whom  he  sold  the  business  for  1,500? ,  granting 
him  a  lease  of  the  premises  for  twenty-one  years  at  an 
annual  rental  of  150?.    Proceedings  were  taken  against  tne 
limited  company  to  recover  damages  for  breach  of  contract, 
and  a  verdict  for  500?.  and  costs  was  obtained.  Bankrupt 
states  that  he  has  never  been  able  to  recover  any  portion  of 
the  amount,  and  that  the  action  cost  him  167?.    Out  of  the 
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1,5002.  he  paid  off  all  his  then  liabilities,  which  amounted  to 
about  9002.  In  1895  he  took  a  hotel  at  Walsall,  paying 
4  4002 ,  and  he  then  had  5002.  in  hand  from  the  pale  of  the 
Gloucester  business.  He  left  the  hotel  in  June,  1899,  having 
insufficient  capital  to  carry  it  on.  By  the  sale  he  received 
4,8502.,  and  of  this  all  but  1.445Z.,  which  was  paid  into  a 
bank,  was  paid  away.  Debtor  attributes  his  insolvency  to 
insufficient  capital. 


Re  Charles  Alfred  Jones,  57  Leith  Street,  Beckett 
Street,  Leeds,  Chemist  and  Druggist. 

A  receiving-order  was  made  in  Leeds  County  Court  on 
October  24.  Debtor  carried  on  business  in  York  Street, 
Leeds. 


Re  JAS.  Hy.  Pollitt,  265  Mill  Street,  Bradford,  Manchester, 
Chemical  Agent. 
Debtor  has  filed  accounts  disclosing  liabilities  amounting 
to  6762.  8s.  8d.,  and  assets  172.  13s. ;  deficiency,  6582.  15s.  M. 
The  following  are  creditors  : — 

£   s.  d. 

Anglo-American  Oil  Company,  Liverpool     48  14  11 

Bradbury  &  Hirsch,  Liverpool   152  16  8 

Clayton  Aniline  Company,  Clayton       ...    48  18  3 

Ellison  &  Mitchell,  Kilnhurst   218  13  9 

Laughton,  G.  W.,  &  Son,  Manchester    ...    17    3  4 

Scott,  G.  H.,  &  Co.,  New  Mills    98  18  4 

Smith,  Alf.,  Clayton  39  18  2 

Bankers,  Manchester    ...    32    8  4 

Partly -secured  Creditor. 

Allen,  Wm.,  Radeliffe    32    0  0 

Estimated  value  of  security,  251. 


Re  G.  H.  J.  CULLWICK,  late  of  Southampton  and  Pembroke 
Dock,  Chemist  and  Druggist. 

At  the  London  Bankruptcy  Court  on  October  25,  this 
bankrupt  again  attended  for  public  examination.  The  Pem- 
broke County  Court  has  jurisdiction  in  this  matter,  but  as 
the  debtor  is  now  living  in  London  the  examination  was  held 
there  to  save  expense.  The  accounts  filed  under  the  proceed- 
ings show  total  liabilities  2  5662.  5s.  9d.  (unsecured 
2  5062.  5s.  9d.),  and  assets  4042.  The  bankrupt  commenced 
business  as  a  chemist  and  druggist  at  Southampton  in  1883, 
and  removed  in  1893  to  Pembroke  Dock.  He  there  carried 
on  a  similar  business  until  1898,  when  he  converted  it  into 
G.  H.  J.  Oullwick  (Limited).  He  also  formed  a  brewery 
company,  to  the  failure  of  which  he  ascribes  his  present 
position.  Having  been  questioned  regarding  certain  money 
dealt  with  since  the  failure,  the  bankrupt  was  allowed  to 
pass. 


Deeo  of  arrangement. 


Bishop,  Walter  James,  5  Hartley  Terrace,  Barking  Road,  E  sex, 
chemist.  Trustee.  Frederic  W.  Davis,  95  and  97  Finsbury  Pavement, 
London,  E.C.,  chartered  accountant.  Dated,  October  16  ;  filed, 
October  23.  Liabilities  unsecured,  273/.  17s.  tid. ;  estimated  net  assets, 
3C07.    The  following  are  scheduled  as  creditors  :  — 


£  s.  d. 

Gilbertson,  H.,  &  Sons  (Limited ),  London  . .       . .    153  0  0 

Hodgkinson,  Prestons  &  King,  London       . .       . .     39  0  0 

SnttoD,  W.,  &  Co.,  London   13  0  0 

Steap,  — ,  London   10  0  0 

Wilkinson  &  Co.,  Manchester..       ..       ..       ..     13  0  0 


(Sa3ette. 


PARTNERSHIPS  DISSOLVED. 
Horner,  E.,  and  Frankenstein,  S.  A.,  under  the  style  of  the 

Ellgross  Company,  Oxford  Street,  W.,  marking-ink  manufacturers. 
Hurd-Wood,  J.,  and  Dunbar-Brunton,  J.,  under  the  style  of 

Hurd-Wood  &  Dunbar  Brunton,  Leatherhead,  surgeons,  apothecaries, 

and  accoucheurs. 


Jones,  H.,  Cort,  J.,  Rutherford,  J.,  and  Slater,  C.  R.,  under 

the  Btyle  of  the  Throstle-nest  Soap  and  Chemical  Company,  Blackburn, 

sosp  and  chemical  manufacturers. 
Sievers,  F.,  Sievers,  R.,  and  Sievers,  A.,  under  the  style  of 

Messrs.  Sievers  Brothers,  Gloucester,  Hereford,  Stroud,  and  St.  Mary 

Abbott'a  Terrace,  KensiDgton,  W.,  surgeon- dentists. 

THE  BANKRUPTCY  ACTS,  1883  AND  1890. 

Receiving  Ordebs. 

Humfrey,  Raphael  Charles,  late  Cheltenham  and  Birmingham, 

now  King's  Heath,  Worcestershire,  late  chemist. 
Sparrow,  Walter  Whiteehurch  Bryant,  Burton  on-Trent,  late 

BHckburn,  surgeon. 

Adjudications 

Beekwith,  John  Batty,  Liverpool,  chemist  and  druggist. 

Parkin,  Thomas  Edward,  and  Fry,  Frederick  George  (trading 

in  co-partnership  together  as  Parkin  &  Fry),  Old  S«an,  Lancashire, 

photographic  material  mxnufacturers. 
Wakefield,  William,  Leeds,  herbalist. 

From  tJie  "  Edinburgh  Gazette" 
Hardie,  Alex.,  Old  Deer,  chemist  and  general  merchant.  Claims  to 
Simpson  &  Bower,  2'5  Union  Street,  Aberdeen,  advocates,  by  Octo- 
ber 29  (Notice  to  Creditors.) 
Macgillivray,  Finlay,  Portobello,  chemist.  Claims  to  Mr.  J.  A.  Tod, 
78  High  Street,  Portobello,  chemist,  or  Mr.  Richard  Clark,  17  Smith's 
Place,  Edinburgh,  by  October  31.  (Trust-deed.) 


1Rew  Companies  &  Company  IRews. 


London  Keg  and  Drum  Company  (Limited). — Capital 
50002, in  12  shares.  Objects  :  To  manufacture  and  deal  in  kegs, 
casks,  and  drums,  for  storing  oils,  colours,  soaps,  chemicals, 
&c.    Registered  without  articles  of  association. 

Aurora-rats  (Limited). — Capital  5,0002.,  in  12.  shares. 
Objects :  To  carry  on  the  business  of  grocers,  blue,  black- 
lead,  soap,  and  chemical  manufacturers,  &c.  The  first 
directors  are  R.  E.  Goldsworthy  and  George  H.  Divies. 
Qualification,  1002.    Rsmuneratioo.  as  fixed  by  the  company. 


Castner-Kellner  Alkali  Company  (Limited) — The 
directors  of  this  company  nave  declared  an  interim  dividend 
on  the  ordinary  shares  for  the  six  months  ended  Septem- 
ber 30  at  the  rate  of  8  per  cent,  per  annum,  payable 
November  1. 

Brunner,  Mond  &  Co.  (Limited). — The  directors  of 
this  company  have  decided  to  declare  an  interim  dividend  at 
the  rate  of  30  per  cent,  per  annum  on  the  ordinary  shares  for 
the  half-year  ending  September  31,  and  a  dividend  of 
7  per  cent,  on  the  preference  shares. 

Breeze,  Jackson  &  Green  (Limited). —  1  note  of  the 
conversion  of  these  Plymouth  businesses  into  a  limited- 
liability  company  and  its  objects  appeared  in  our  last  issue, 
and  we  have  now  received  a  copy  of  the  prospectus  and 
form  of  application  for  shares,  a  portion  of  these  and  also 
of  the  debentures  being  offered  for  allotment  to  customers 
and  chemists.  The  capital  of  the  company  is  6.0002.,  in  12. 
shares,  of  which  3,000  will  be  cumulative  6J-per-cent. 
preference  shares  and  3,000  ordinary  shares,  payable  10s.  on 
application  and  10s.  on  allotment.  The  vendors  recently 
entered  into  a  contract  for  purchase  of  the  fee-simple  of 
their  premises  for  3,4002.,  which  contract  they  are  selling 
to  the  company  at  3,5002. ;  3,0002.  of  this  will  be  raised 
by  502.  debentures  at  4£  per  cent.  In  the  event  of  the 
capital  not  being  fully  subscribed  power  is  reserved  to  issue 
more  debentures  at  the  same  rate  to  make  up  the  deficiency. 
The  vendors  are  the  promoters,  and  take  2  000  fully-paid 
ordinary  shares,  offering,  at  the  option  of  the  company,  to 
take  1,0002.  of  the  balance  of  the  purchase-mooey  in  fully- 
paid  preference  shares  and  the  remaining  1,1002.  in  cash. 
We  note  that  the  business  is  valued  at  3  6002.  7s.,  and 
the  premises  at  3.500.',  together  7,1002.  7s.,  so  that  the  com- 
pany seek  1,8992.  13s.  to  develop  a  business  valued  at  a  little 
less  than  double  that  amount,  but  part  of  the  development 
is  to  be  in  the  shape  of  a  new  shop.  There  is  nothing  what- 
ever in  the  prospectus  regarding  the  profits  of  the  business 
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either  in  a  past  or  prophetic  sense  ;  all  that  the  auditor  says 
on  that  score  is  "  that  the  amount  of  book-debts  (guaranteed 
as  good)  is  sufficient  to  cover  the  liabilities,  and  that  the 
turnover  shows  a  considerable  increase  during  the  past  six 
years  (the  period  the  businesses  have  been  held  by  the 
vendors),  the  year  ending  September  30  last  being  greatly 
in  excess  of  any  previous  year."  It  would  have  given  con- 
fidence to  likely  investors  if  the  auditor  had  added  that  the 
profits  during  the  past  year  were  sufficient  to  pay  the  interest 
on  debentures,  and  a  fair  dividend  on  the  ordinary  shares,  but 
he  is  silent  on  the  point] 

A.  &  F.  PEAKS  (Limited). — The  seventh  general  meeting 
of  the  shareholders  of  this  company  was  held  at  the  Holborn 
Restaurant  on  October  25,  Mr.  Thomas  J.  Barratt  presiding. 
The  report  showed  that  the  net  profit  for  the  year  ending 
June  30,    1899,    was   54,606/.   17s.  8d ,  after  carrving 
3,738/.  0s.  2d  to  depreciation  fund,  which,  with  the  1897- 
98  total  of  1,544/.  7*.  Id.  carried  forward,  made  56,151/.  4*.  9d. 
Out  of  this  amount  the  directors  recommended  the  pavment 
of  a  dividend  for  the  half-year  ending  June  30,  1899,  at 
the  rate  of  6  per  cent,  per  annum  on  the  preference  shares 
and  12  per  cent,  per  annum  on  the  ordinary  shares,  making 
10  per  cent,  for  the  year.    This  would  allow,  after  having 
paid  the  interim  dividend,  of  3,151/.  4s.  9d.  being  carried 
forward  and  5,000/.  being  placed  to  the  reserve  fund.  In 
moving  the  adoption  of  the  report  and  accounts,  the  Chair- 
man said  he  hoped  that  they  made  satisfactory  reading. 
There  was  a  larger  carry-forward  than  last  year,  besides 
the  10-per-cent.  dividend.    That  was  due  to  the  deferred 
shareholders,  who  had  every  right  to  every  penny  of  the  carry- 
forward, and  could  have  had  it,  but,  being  the  vendors,  they 
had  said  No.    There  was  no  disguising  the  fact,  however,  that 
there  was  a  smaller  dividend.    Since  the  publication  of  the 
reports  of  the  profits  it  had  aroused  the  cupidity  of  a 
number  of  competitors,  but  still  the  persons  to  be  washed 
increased  in  number — (laughter)— so  that  at  present,  any- 
way, they  appeared  to  be  on  the  right  side.    During  the 
past  twelve  months  they  had  had  to  deal  with  a  large  rise  in 
price  of  materials.    To   show  the   interest  which  the 
vendors  had  in  the  company  he  (the  Chairman)  might  say 
that  the  vendors  bad,  before  they  sold  the  concern  to  the 
company,  an  offer  of  1,000,000/.,  with  100,000/.  paid  down 
on  the  spot,  by  a  syndicate  in  the  city.    The  vendors  wished 
to  be  perfectly  honest,  however,  and  refused  that  offer  and 
accepted  the  price  which  was  actually  paid— 610  000/. 
During  the  year  1900  they  knew  that  they  would  be  able  to 
reduce  the  price  of  manufacture.     The  San  Francisco 
branch  had  not  proved  a  success,  although  it  had  shown  no 
loss.    As  against  this  they  had  decided  to  open  up  a  branch 
in  Chicago.     A  resolution  that  the  report  and  accounts 
should  be  adopted  was  then  put  before  the  meeting  and 
carried  unamimously. 

Mr.  Gordon,  in  acknowledging  his  re-election  as  a  director, 
spoke,  amidst  hearty  applause,  of  the  shareholders'  indebted- 
ness to  Mr.  Barratt  and  Mr.  Pears  for  their  splendid  services. 
He  (Mr.  Gordon)  and  Mr.  Byas  had  visited  their  works  at 
Isleworth  within  the  last  fortnight,  and  were  exceedingly 
pleased  with  what  they  saw.  They  found  everything  in 
better  order  than  ever.  He  was  also  extremely  pleased  with 
the  additions.  They  had,  in  fact,  practically  a  new  factory, 
while  the  buildings  were  fitted-up  in  the  most  up-to  date 
fashion  as  regarded  machinery  and  plant.  He  considered 
that  the  erection  of  the  new  building  ought  certainly  to 
produce  a  considerable  addition  to  their  income.  He  bad 
the  greatest  confidence  in  the  solidity  of  the  company.  He 
had  been  astonished  to  see  the  number  of  new  soap- ventures 
advertised  in  the  towns  and  cities  of  England,  and  in  view 
of  such  competition  it  seemed  to  him  highly  gratifying  that, 
in  spite  of  all  the  competition,  A.  &  F.  Pears  were  able  to 
maintain  their  position  with  the  public ;  that  in  spite  of  every 
attempt  to  create  an  article  which  should  vie  with  Pears' 
soap  they  were  still  in  the  solid  position  they  occupied. 

The  International  Assembly  or  Congress  which  it  is 
proposed  to  hold  in  Paris  next  year  during  the  Exhibition 
has  not  so  far  attracted  any  particular  attention  in  Paris, 
though  the  fact  that  the  assembly  will  be  under  the  direct 
control  of  the  British  Association  and  the  Association 
Francaise  is  a  sufficient  guarantee  for  its  success.  The  pro- 
posals made  by  the  British  Association  are  not  yet  quite 
clearly  understood  on  this  side  of  the  Channel, 


£raoe*fn>arks  HppUeo  for. 


Anyone  who  objects  to  the  registration  of  a  trade-mark  must 
address  the  Comptroller-General,  Patent  Office,  Chancery 
Lane,  W.C.,  within  a  month  of  the  date  of  publica  tion. 

When  "no  claim  "  is  mentioned  in  the  subjoined  abstracts,  this 
implies  "  no  claim  for  the  exclusive  use  of  the  word "  in 
inverted  commas. 


(From  the  "  Trade  Marks  Journal,"  October  11,  1899.) 

Female  figure  holding  scales,  with  mortar  and  pestle,  and  Greek 
and  Latin  words  (essential  particular  combination  device) ; 
for  medicines.  By  W.  J.  Dalby,  6  Canfield  Gardens,  N.W. 
224,106. 

"  Forget-me-not,"  wording,  &c,  on  label  (essential  particular 
"Forget-me-not");  for  medicinal  powder.  By  C.  Lumley, 
134  Coleman  Street,  Wolverhampton.  224,293. 

"Maxim,"  and  device  of  a  hand;  for  photographic  cameras,  &c. 
By  J.  G.  Richards,  58  High  Street,  Hastings.  222,012. 

"  Keomaz  "  (no  claim  for  "  Chrome  ") ;  for  photographic  appa- 
ratus.   By  Barnard  &  Gowenlock,  Potter's  Bar.  224,399. 

"  Calvine  "  (no  claim  for  "  Calf  ") ;  for  calf-meal.  By  J.  Thorley 
(Limited),  4  and  6  All  Saints'  Street,  London,  N.  224,496. 

"  Met.caba  "  (no  claim  for  "  Mel  ")  ;  for  colouring-matter  for  food. 
By  the  London  Essence  Company,  103  George  Street,  Camber- 
well,  S.E.  225,507. 

Device  of  girl  at  wall-fountain ;  for  mineral  and  aerated  waters. 
By  A.  J.  Caley  &  Son  (Limited),  Norwich.  224,309. 

"  Quinteen  "  ;  for  aerated  mineral  water.  By  Peacock's  Mineral 
Water  Company  (Limited),  126a  Victoria  Road,  Scarborough. 
224,623. 

"  Twifter  "  ;  for  mineral  and  aerated  waters.    By  John  Foggo, 

Stakeford  Lane,  Choppington,  Northumberland.  225,351. 
'Poofanh";  for  perfumery.    By  J.  Munday,  1  High  Street, 

Cardiff.  225,479. 
"Sparkla"  (no  claim  for  "Sparkler");  for  polishing-soap.  By 

the  Sparkla  Soap  Company,  Brassington,  near  Wirksworth, 

Derbyshire.  224,175. 

[From  the  "  Trade-marks  Journal,"  October  18,  1899.) 
"  Oxo  "  (no  claim  for  "  Ox  ")  ;  for  chemical  substances  and  mineral 

and  aerated  waters.    By  Liebig's  Extract-of-Meat  Company 

(Limited),  9  Fenchurch  Avenue,  E.C.    225,284,  225,289. 
Device  of  scissors  open  ;  for  chemical  substances.    By  P.  Leiner 

&  Sons,  6  Fenchurch  Buildings,  E.C.  225,680. 
Device  of  palm-tree  top  in  crescent,  and  signature  ;  for  medicinal 

preparations.    By  Captain  F.  Hewson,  26  Laurence  Street, 

York.  222,602. 

"  Geosot  "  (no  claim  for  "  Geoso  ") ;  for  chemical  substances.  By 

A.  Wirth,  11  Leadenhall  Street,  E.C.  225,458. 
"  Omino  Optimus,"  and  signature  in  circular  device  (essential 

particular,  the  signature) ;  for  medicine.    By  Howard  &  Co., 

30  Essex  Street,  Strand,  W.C.  225,645. 
"Maxim"  on  device  of   open  hand   (essential   particular,  the 

device);  for  photographic  camera  and  apparatus.    By  J.  G. 

Richards,  58  High  Street,  Hastings.  222,012. 
"  Karizal  "  ;  for  prepared  table-salt.    By  C.  C.  Thomas,  48  Bute 

Street,  Cardiff.  224,356. 
"  Raspear  "  ;  for  mineral  and  aerated  waters.    By  R.  Stothert  & 

Sons,  North  Road,  Atherton,  near  Manchester.  225,000. 
"  Ka  Go  " ;  for  perfumery  and  toilet  articles.    By  the  Erasmic 

Company  (Limited),  Bank  Quay,  Warrington.  224,599. 
"Up-to-date,"  and  device  of  ram's  head  (essential  particular, 

device)  ;  for  perfumed  soap.   By  J .  Watson  &  Sons  (Limited), 

Whitehall  Road,  Leeds.  224,720. 
"  Gang  Awa'  "  ;  for  perfumery.    By  W.  L.  Gorst,  Neptune  Street 

Oilworks,  Liverpool.  225,220. 
"  Hvosai  "  ;  for  preparations  for  hair,  skin,  and  teeth,  and  soap. 

By   the   Sundries   Manufacturing  Company,  32  Roseburn 

Terrace,  Edinburgh.  225,255. 
"  Komoline  "  (no  claim  for  "  Como  ") ;  for  hair-toilet  preparation. 

By  C.  A.  Jones,  182  York  Street,  Leeds.  225,361. 
"  Velocine  "  ;  for  hair-toilet  preparation.    By  Lydia  A.  Mason, 

21  Antrim  Mansions,  London,  N.W.  225,365. 
"  Homeward  "  ;  for  perfumery,  toilet-preparations,  and  perfumed 

soap.    By  E.  Cook  &   Co.  (Limited),  Bow,  London,  E. 

225,541. 

"  Oberon  "  ;  for  perfumery,  toilet-articles,  and  perfumed  soap, 
By  Ness  <fc  Co.,  Church  Row,  Darlington.  225,635, 
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Correspondence* 

In  writing  letters  for  publication  correspondents  should  adopt 
a  concise,  but  not  abbreviated,  style.  They  are  requested  to 
write  on  one  side  of  the  paper  only.  Letters, 
notice  to  with  or  without  a  nom-de-plume,must  be  authen- 
Correspon-  ^[ca^eg  j„  fjie  name  anci  address  of  the  writer. 
dents.  ,     ?    •„  ,        ...  ,      •  , 

Queries  should  be  written  on  separate  pieces  of 

■paper,  and  the  regulations  printed  under  the  section  to  which 
they  apply  should  be  strictly  observed. 


An  Apology. 

In  a  book  written  by  Dr.  A.  B.  Griffiths,  of  Brixton,  en- 
titled "  The  Chemistry  of  the  Hair,  Face,  and  Teeth,"  which 
has  been  sent  to  us  for  review  by  Messrs.  K.  Hovenden  & 
Sons,  Berners  Street,  W.,  we  find  that  nearly  all  the 
formulas  and  comments  thereon  have  been  taken,  without 
our  permission,  from  "  Pharmaceutical  Formulas."  On  calling 
Messrs.  Hovenden  &  Sons'  attention  to  the  matter  they 
informed  us  that  they  had  been  unaware  of  it,  and  we  have 
come  to  a  friendly  understanding  with  them. 

Dr.  Griffiths  has  voluntarily  admitted  to  us  that  the  formulas 
have  been  extracted  from  "  Pharmaceutical  Formulas,"  and 
he  states  in  the  preface  that  he  is  indebted  to  The  Chemist 
and  Dbuggist  and  "  Pharmaceutical  Formulas,"  amongst 
other  sources,  for  "  valuable  information  " ;  but  we  have  to 
observe  that  practically  all  the  pharmaceutical  information 
has  been  taken  from  our  book  without  the  written  permission 
required  by  law.  We  object  to  such  use  of  the  book.  Dr. 
Griffiths  has  written  us  a  letter  of  regret  and  apology,  which 
we  accept. 

This  announcement  has  been  submitted  to  Dr.  Griffiths, 
who  agrees  to  its  publication  in  The  Chemist  and 
Dbuggist. 

Pharmaceutical  "Volunteers. 

Sib, — I  consider  Mr.  Gibson's  suggestion  that  a  list  of 
above  should  be  made  out  and  inserted  in  the  Diaey  a  very 
good  one.  That  the  numbers  might  be  few  is  no  argument 
against  it,  and  it  might  be  the  means  of  increasing  the 
number  of  craft  Volunteers  by  inducing  chemists  to  take  an 
interest  in  Volunteering,  to  their  own  and  their  country's 
advantage. 

Such  a  list,  I  think,  would  be  found  useful  in  "  time  of 
war,"  for  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  in  the  event  of  a  great 
war  being  undertaken  by  this  country  the  want  of  qualified 
men  to  dispense  for  our  sick  soldiers  and  sailors  would  be 
very  much  felt. 

We  have  already  felt  the  pinch  in  this  respect  when  send- 
ing one  army  corps  out  of  the  country.  One  can,  therefore, 
easily  imagine  what  it  would  be  were  it  found  necessary  to 
send  double  or  treble  the  number  of  men  to  the  front. 

At  such  a  time  (which  no  doubt  most  of  us  hope  may  not 
occur)  such  a  list  would  be  to  our  Government  more  than 
useful,  for,  although  it  might  not  be  found  necessary  to  call 
up  the  Volunteers,  the  chances  are  that  both  doctors  and 
pharmacists  would  be  urgently  required. 

Yours  faithfully, 

Minob  (150/48). 

October  21.  Private  and  Bearer-squad  Instructor. 

Sib, — I  noticed  with  pleasure  that  a  pharmacist  of  such 
standing  as  Lieut. -Col.  Storrar  (who  also  occupies  high  rank 
as  a  Volunteer  officer)  approves  of  my  effort  to  secure,  if 
possible,  a  correct  return  of  the  pharmacists  who  are  at 
present  serving  as  Volunteers,  although  we  are  informed 
there  are  half-a-dozen  gentlemen  who  are  not  at  all  enthusi- 
astic about  the  matter.  I  am  afraid,  however,  that  some 
readers  of  the  C.  4"  D.  have  understood  me  in  my  former 
letter  to  convey  the  idea  that  I  considered  it  advisable  to 
form  a  Volunteer  chemists'  association.  This  I  consider 
neither  necessary  nor  advisable ;  my  sole  object  was,  and  is 
still,  if  possible,  to  find  out  as  nearly  as  can  be  the  number 
of  pharmacist  Volunteers,  and  to  have  a  list  of  them  pub- 
lished annually. 


While  I  am  fully  alive  to  the  fact  that  the  Volunteer 
pharmacists  who  are  at  present  serving  are  in  the  capacity 
of  combatants  (with  rank  from  private  to  colonel),  yet  at 
the  same  time  it  must  be  admitted  that,  in  the  event  of  war 
or  mobilisation,  there  are  certain  duties  in  connection  with 
the  field-hospital  which  could  be  carried  out  more  efficiently 
by  pharmaceutical  Volunteers  than  by  the  ordinary  Volun- 
teer who  has  not  had  the  advantage  of  receiving  the  educa- 
tion which  a  chemist  requires  to  fit  himself  for  his  responsible 
calling.  So  I  maintain  that  if  large  bodies  of  our  citizen 
soldiers  take  the  field,  it  is  the  public  duty  of  pharmaceutical 
Volunteers  to  offer  assistance  to  the  medical  staff,  which  is  by 
no  means  the  least  important  part  of  the  Volunteer  service. 

Assuming  the  chemists  were  of  non-commissioned  rank, 
the  following  would,  roughly  speaking,  be  part  of  their 
duties : — 

(1)  To  carry  out  all  orders  and  instructions  received  from  the 
Medical  Staff,  and  to  see  that  the  hospital  orderlies  under  their 
care  be  well  trained,  well  disciplined,  and  attentive  to  their 
duties  and  relieved  at  the  proper  times. 

(2)  To  assist  the  Medical  Staff  in  the  general  management  of 
the  hospital,  to  keep  a  register  daily  of  all  sick  attending  the 
hospital,  both  indoor  and  outdoor,  to  dispense  medicines  and  keep 
a  record  of  prescriptions,  and  to  assist  in  the  dressing  of  wounds, 
&c,  when  considered  desirable  by  the  Principal  Medical  Officer. 

(3)  To  be  responsible  for  the  safe-keeping  of  the  hospital  and 
all  the  Government  property  therein,  and  to  be  responsible  for 
the  safe-keeping  of  all  poisons  and  medical  stores. 

(4)  To  distribute  from  time  to  time,  if  considered  desirable, 
such  necessaries  as  zinc  ointment,  vaseline,  fullers'  earth,  boric 
acid,  lint,  and  surgical-dressings,  also  such  mild  aperients  as  may 
be  required. 

(5)  To  see  that  perfect  order  is  kept  in  the  hospital,  that  any- 
thing unusual  is  reported  at  once  to  the  medical  officer  for  the 
day ;  that  no  patients  leave  the  hospital  without  permission  of 
one  of  the  Medical  Staff,  and  that,  in  case  of  accident  or  change 
of  symptoms  in  a  patient,  the  medical  officer  of  the  day  be  at 
once  communicated  with. 

(6)  To  see  that  indoor  patients,  in  the  absence  of  the  Medical 
Staff,  receive  their  food  and  medicine  regularly  at  the  proper  time. 

(7)  To  show  the  military  authorities  as  well  as  the  medical 
profession  that  pharmaceutical  Volunteers  could,  in  time  of  need, 
be  efficient  servants  of  the  State  as  well  as  "  soldiers  of  the 
Queen." 

So,  in  the  absence  of  any  list,  the  selection  of  men  com- 
petent for  such  duties  would  be  extremely  difficult  for  com- 
manding officers  to  carry  out,  and  the  Medical  Staff  would  be 
"  quite  in  the  dark  "  as  to  who  would  "  come  over  and  help  " 
them.  But  it  is  the  duty  of  the  chemists  in  the  Service  to 
endeavour  to  see  that  these  duties  should  be  done  by  chemists 
as  much  as  possible.  Then  undoubtedly,  slowly  but  surely, 
the  Government  would  realise  the  standard  of  education 
chemists  have  attained,  and  we  might  attain  some  more 
universally-recognised  and  clearly- defined  position,  not  only 
in  the  "  public  eye  "  but  in  the  public  service. 

Lastly,  I  would  suggest  that  if  you  published  annually,  in 
your  Diaby,  a  list  of  pharmaceutical  Volunteers,  it  would, 
in  the  event  of  war  or  mobilisation,  be  of  immense  value. 
I  suggest  that  you  invite  all  pharmaceutical  Volunteers  at 
present  serving  to  send  you  their  name,  rank,  regiment,  and 
service  on  a  postcard,  and  to  put  an  asterisk  in  front  of 
their  name  if  they  wished  to  offer  themselves  for  hospital 
duty  in  the  event  of  war  or  mobilisation.  This  would  give 
you  the  only  record  in  existence  of  pharmaceutical  Volun- 
teers. Yonrs  faithfully, 

Hexham,  Northumberland,  John  Gibson. 

October  22. 

[It  will  be  seen  from  an  article  on  page  696  that  the  dispenser's 
duties  are  done  by  the  sergeant-compounder  of  the  Bearer 
Brigade,  an  experiment  now  on  trial.  We  shall  be  pleased  if 
Volunteers  amongst  our  readers  will  send  us  postcards  with  the 
information  suggested  by  Mr.  Gibson ;  then  we  may  see  what  can 
be  done  in  the  matter. — Ed.] 

Educating. 

Sib, — It  is  too  early  for  anyone  outside  official  circles  to 
say  anything  regarding  the  new  attitude  of  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Society,  but  that  this  attitude  is  viewed  hopefully 
throughout  the  country  goes  without  saying.  I  am 
agreeably  surprised  at  the  amount  of  enthusiasm  which  has 
been  evoked  from  all  parts  of  the  country,  and  particularly 
in  view  of  the  snub  which  pharmacy  so  recently  received  at 
the  hands  of  the  Lord  Chancellor.    This  enthusiasm  which 
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permeates  the  rank-and-file  is  the  most  hopeful  element 
which  has  turned  up  in  connection  with  pharmaceutical 
politics.  There  is  a  distinct  feeling  that  something  is  going 
to  happen,  and  I  believe  the  feeling  is  well  founded.  The 
Pharmaceutical  Council  is  now  composed  of  men  who  under- 
stand fairly  well  the  problem  in  all  its  bearings,  and  it  is 
plain  that,  notwithstanding  past  snubs,  these  men  are 
willing  and  anxious  to  make  a  bold  and  protracted  fight  for 
justice  and  moral  right.  The  particular  line  taken  up  by 
the  Sooiety  is  not  so  important  just  now  as  is  the  continu- 
ance of  a  vigorous  and  lively  "  educating  "  propaganda.  By 
this  I  do  not  mean  academic  education,  but  a  process  of 
educating  the  various  elements  in  society  at  present  opposed 
to  us,  to  the  recognition  of  our  real  position,  merits,  and 
rights. 

This  process  of  "  educating "  has  begun,  very  properly, 
amongst  ourselves,  and  I  venture  to  say  that  at  the  present 
time  every  chemist  in  the  country  who  takes  any  interest  in 
pharmaceutical  politics  understands  his  position  better,  and 
is  as  a  result  a  more  self-respecting  man,  and  a  better  public 
servant.  In  no  section  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  has 
this  process  of  "  educating "  been  more  successful  than  in 
the  Oounoil  of  the  Society.  If  any  one  doubts  this  let  him 
read  Mr.  Katherford  Hill's  most  recent  address  (an  address 
upon  which  I  heartily  congratulate  Mr.  Hill),  and  then  let 
him  turn  up  some  of  the  speeches  made  by  officials  of  the 
Society  some  years  ago  and  make  comparison. 

There  is,  however,  one  point  to  which  I  must  call  the  atten- 
tion of  members  of  the  Council  once  more — it  is  the  continued 
and  persistent  use  of  the  word  "  craft."  Most  people  will 
think  this  is  a  trivial  matter  ;  but  I  would  not  return  to  it  so 
often  if  I  thought  so.  Do  members  of  the  Council  not  see 
that  our  whole  case  hangs  upon  our  being  able  to  convince 
the  public  that  we  are  something  more  than  mere  "crafts- 
men "  1  A  craftsman  is  a  shoemaker,  a  tailor,  a  weaver — 
and  if  we  look  upon  ourselves  as  being  only  craftsmen,  what 
can  we  expect  from  the  public  1  The  biggest  offender  of  all 
in  this  connection  is  the  official  Journal  of  the  Society.  One 
would  almost  think  it  goes  out  of  its  way  to  drag  in  the 
word  "  craft."  If  this  Journal  permeates  educational  circles 
at  all,  how  is  it  representing  us  and  our  case  with  its  con- 
tinued and  persistent  use  of  the  word  "  craft,"  as  applied  to 
us  1  The  Pharmaceutical  Journal  is  not  the  only  offender. 
Some  of  our  leaders  are  equally  guilty  in  this  matter.  The 
point  on  which  I  lay  stress  is,  that  it  is  of  the  utmost  im- 
portance that  our  calling  be  fairly  represented  to  the  world 
of  education,  and  to  the  people  generally,  from  a  political 
point  of  view.  To  those  whose  modesty  forbids  the  use  of 
the  word  "  profession,"  let  me  again  suggest  the  word 
"  calling." 

Then  we  have  the  education  of  the  judges  to  see  to. 
Over  this  we  have  not  much  control,  but  even  here  there  is 
a  marked  improvement.  At  one  time  it  was  not  considered 
necessary  for  a  judge  to  know  anything  about  the  Pharmacy 
Act,  previous  to  his  dealing  with  a  case  under  it.  The 
correct  line  to  take  was  the  administration  of  a  few  snubs  to 
the  Pharmaceutical  Society,  followed  by  dismissal  of  the 
case,  with  probably  a  few  remarks  of  a  complimentary 
nature  to  the  offender.  This  is  not  invariably  so  now,  how- 
ever. Here  and  there  it  is  evident  that  judges  have  been 
reading,  at  least,  the  opening  clauses  of  the  Pharmacy  Act, 
and  in  some  cases  an  honest  effort  has  been  made  to  under- 
stand the  whole  of  it.  As  a  result,  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society  receives  fewer  snubs,  and  it  sometimes  meets  with  a 
little  encouragement. 

The  great  work  before  us,  however,  is  the  "educating"  of 
members  of  Parliament  and  the  general  public.  We  are  told 
that  the  enemy  has  much  money  laid  past  (money  gained  by 
most  unholy  methods)  against  the  fight,  and  that  he  is 
thoroughly  represented  in  the  lobby  of  the  House  of 
Commons.  I  am  glad  of  this,  because  when  men  lay  past  a 
war  store  and  begin  to  pester  the  lobby  of  the  House  of 
Commons,  they  assist  us  in  forcing  the  matter  on  the  atten- 
tion of  Parliament.  It  ia  not  the  fight  which  we  have  to 
fear,  but  the  daDger  of  our  case  being  ignored  is  an  ever- 
present  one.  It  is  our  duty,  however,  to  see  that  every 
member  who  occupies  a  seat  in  the  House  of  Commons  has 
all  the  facts  at  his  command  before  he  is  called  on  to  give  a 
vote.  Every  member  who  votes  from  conscientious  motives 
(and  it  is  charitable  to  suppose  that  this  includes  all)  is 
bound  to  take  our  side  if  he  has  a  proper  knowledge  of  the 


facts  of  the  case.  Our  side  is  the  side  of  justice,  honour, 
enlightenment,  moral  right.  In  order  that  no  member  of 
Parliament  may  remain  in  ignorance,  I  would  suggest  that 
each  constituency  appoint  a  small  number  of  men  to  look 
after  the  "  educating "  of  members  or  intending  members. 
I  may  also  say  that  I  see  no  reason  why  this  deputation 
should  be  over  modest  or  bashful.  I  see  no  harm  in  making 
a  member  of  Parliament  a  martyr  to  duty  by  forcing  him  to 
become  acquainted  with  the  circumstances  of  his  consti- 
tuents. I  would  advise  that  we  treat  members  of  Parliament 
as  a  certain  man  in  ancient  history  treated  his  neighbour. 
It  is  on  record  that  a  man,  being  visited  by  a  friend,  went  at 
night  to  his  neighbour's  window  and  called  for  bread.  His 
neighbour  at  first  ignored  him,  but  he  continued  to  call  so 
persistently  that  at  last  the  good  man  got  up  and  threw  out 
all  the  bread  he  had  in  the  house,  followed,  no  doubt,  by 
considerable  quantities  of  butter  and  jam.  For  success 
in  any  mission  there  is  nothing  so  important  as  genuine, 
right-down  persistency. 

In  order  to  educate  the  general  public,  it  is  only  necessary 
to  educate  the  lay  press.  This  might  be  done  by  chemists 
keeping  a  watchful  eye  on  newspapers,  and  sending  respect- 
ful but  firm  corrections  of  errors.  I  have  done  so  several 
times  and  have  always  met  with  kindly  treatment  at  the 
hands  of  editors.  The  average  editor  is  a  gentleman  of 
education  and  wide  sympathies,  and  no  man  who  shows  him- 
self worthy  of  gentlemanly  treatment  will  be  treated  other- 
wise by  the  editor  of  any  newspaper  of  any  importance. 

In  conclusion,  let  me  say  that  much  of  the  success  of  this 
"  educating  "  propaganda  depends  upon  the  estimate  or  value 
which  we  place  upon  ourselves  and  our  services  to  the  public. 
As  far  as  I  can  see,  the  public  already  place  a  higher  value 
on  us  than  we  place  on  ourselves,  for  I  never  yet  met  a  man 
outside  the  ranks  of  pharmacy  who  would  have  called  us 
"  craftsmen." 

Dumfries,  October  23.  James  Reid. 

Dublin  Schools  of  Pharmacy. 

Sir, — Some  months  ago  I  drew  attention  in  your  columns 
to  the  deficient  methods  for  imparting  instruction  in 
chemistry  existing  in  the  schools  of  the  Irish  Pharmaceutical 
Society.  And,  as  the  matters  to  which  I  drew  attention 
were  undeniable  and  of  such  importance  both  to  the 
students  and  the  Society,  as  well  as  the  teachers  in  the 
schools,  I  had  expected  prompt  redress  from  those  respon- 
sible. I  am,  therefore,  constrained,  with  some  reluctance,  to 
again  refer  to  the  subject.  Members  of  the  Council  to 
whom  I  have  spoken  admit  that  the  schools  are  not  of  the 
model  pattern  we  hear  so  much  about,  the  only  interest  dis- 
played in  the  education  of  the  students  being,  to  use  Pro- 
fessor Tichborne's  own  words,  "to  make  them  pass  the 
examinations."  I  notice  from  the  report  in  your  columns  of 
the  September  Council  meeting  the  contemplated  introduc- 
tion of  a  course  of  theoretical  chemistry.  Yet  the  syllabus 
of  the  schools  represents  such  a  course  as  being  already 
taught.  As  the  winter  session  is  now  at  hand,  I  trust  some 
assurance  will  be  given  that  the  different  items  of  the 
syllabus  shall  be  taught.  I  would,  in  addition,  suggest 
special  instruction  in  the  microscope  (at  present  the  schools 
cannot  boast  of  one)  as  far  as  it  relates  to  recognising  the 
sources  of  starches  and  detecting  urinary  sediments,  &c. 
The  use  of  the  spectroscope  should  also  be  explained. 
Small  hand-spectroscopes  are  supplied  to  chemistry  students 
in  the  City  of  Dublin  Technical  Schools,  who  are  thus,  even 
in  an  elementary  way,  enabled  to  keep  pace  with  that 
wonderfully  progressive  branch  of  chemical- scierce,  spectrum 
analysis.  I  write  in  no  inimical  or  unfiiendly  spirit,  my 
sole  object  being  to  ensure  a  sound  chemical  training  for  all 
students  educated  in  the  Society's  schools. 

Yours  faithfully, 

Argus.  (143/13.) 

Dividing  the  Minor. 
gIE  —As  one  whose  status  is  indicated  by  my  nom  da 
plume,  permit  me  to  give  expression  to  my  gratification  at 
the  earnest  way  you.  endorse  Professor  Leech's  remarks 
anent  the  division  of  the  Minor  and  the  establishment  of  a 
compulsory  curriculum.  I  know  you  have  for  a  considerable 
time  advocated  this  policy,  but  the  Professor's  opinion 
further  emphasises  the  undoubted  benefit  which  would 
accrue  to  the  student  were  such  a  course  adopted.    It  would 
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enable  the  latter  to  absorb  and  understand  one  subject 
before  proceeding  to  the  next.  We  do  meet  with  brilliant 
individuals  who,  apparently  without  much  effort,  take  all 
before  them,  but,  personally,  I  do  not  think  the  retentivity 
of  their  memories  is  any  more  enhanced  by  the  skipping- 
process  involved.  I  am  borne  out  in  what  I  say  by  numerous 
examples  we  have  of  eminent  men  who  in  early  life  gave  no 
indication  of  future  development,  but  were  content  to  plod 
along. 

In  view  also  of  the  approaching  rise  in  the  fee,  I  think  the 
candidates  ought  to  be  given  every  chance  to  show  their 
abilities.  The  examiners  would  find  no  more  difficulty  in 
sorting  out  incompetent  men  than  now;  on  the  other  hand, 
men  who  were  previously  thought  to  be  incompetent  wonld 
be  able  to  prove  their  worth.  I  would  also  suggest  that  the 
examiners  should  themselves  be  teachers  or  the  teachers 
examiners,  as  in  the  medical  examinations. 

Yours,  &c , 
A  Prospective  Candidate.  (144/32.) 

Dovedale  House,  Matlock  Bath,  October  16. 


Dispensing  Notes. 

Quinine-and-iron  Mixtures. 

Sib, — Why  should  the  following  quinine- and-iron  tonic 
get  cloudy  and  throw  down  a  flocculent  brown  precipitate, 
like  ferric  hydrate  ? — 

Quin.  sulph  gr.  xvj. 

Tr.  ferri  perchlor  5iij. 

Spt.  chlorof  Sj- 
Glycerm  Jss. 

Aq.  ad  |viij. 

By  omitting  the  chloroform  I  can  get  a  bright  mixture, 
keeping  bright ;  but  I  believe  it  does  not  keep  sufficiently 
well.    I  used  distilled  water. 

Yours  faithfully, 

J.  C.  (133/21.) 

[Some  mixtures,  made  with  distilled  and  tip  water,  have  re- 
mained clear  for  three  days,  excepting  that  those  made  with  tap- 
water  have  a  slight  cloudiness. 

We  are  aware  that  such  mixtures  have  caused  trouble  at 
different  times,  and  it  is  known  that  ferric  chloride  in  solution  is 
unstable,  especially  in  presence  of  alcohols,  and  numerous 
changes  are  possible,  including  the  precipitation  of  ferric 
hydroxide. 

The  late  Mr.  G.  F.  Schacht  went  very  fully  into  this  matter 
about  fifteen  years  ago,  reporting  on  it  to  the  British  Pharma- 
ceutical Conference;  but  he  was  more  concerned  with  the  de- 
colorisation  of  such  mixtures  as  the  above. 

Light  plays  a  part  in  the  precipitation,  and  to  prevent  it  we 
know  nothing  better  than  the  use  of  a  minim  of  acid,  nitric,  dil. 
for  each  grain  of  quinine  sulphate  in  the  mixture.] 

Phenol  in  Pill. 

133/52.  H.  H.  asks  us  the  best  excipient  for  making 
carbolic  acid  into  white  pills.    The  following  is  good  : — 

Carbolic  acid...       ...       ...       ...  gr.  j. 

Wheaten  flour    gr.  ij. 

Powdered  tragacanth       ...       ...  gr.  ss. 

Liquid  glucose    a  sufficiency 

Mass. 

Liq.  Epiderm. 

133/33.  Menthol  (Brussels)  sends  us  the  subjoined  pre- 
scription, asking  what  the  last  iDgredient  is: — ■ 

Acid,  acetic.  ...       ...       ...       ...  5j- 

Tr.  lyttte   5iss. 

Spt.  rosmarini         ...       ...       ...  5bj- 

Liq.  epiderm.  ad     ...       ...       ...  Sviij. 

M. 

It  is  to  prevent  the  hair  failing  ou1;.  We  have  been  told 
that  the  liquor  is  a  bismuth  preparation  aud  a  proprietary 
article.  Any  subscriber  who  knows  will  oblige  by  sending 
us  the  information  on  a  postcard. 

Liq.  Pepsini. 

137/63.  Wahine  inquires  what  preparation  should  be 
dispensed  for  liq.  pepsini  in  prescriptions.  [Now  that 
glycerin  of  pepsin  is  included  in  the  B.P.,  it  would  be  ad- 
visable for  the  sake  of  uniformity  if  dispensers  would  agree 
to  use  it  as  the  official  equivalent  of  liq.  pepsini.] 


Legal  Queries. 


132/28.  Bascec. — The  person  who  purchases  a  business  is 
the  one  to  whom  the  signed  agreement  for  its  transfer  is 
given,  as  a  rule. 

144/51.    Davos. — Stavesacre  is  not  a  scheduled  poison. 

145/15.  Leo. — The  fact  that  a  person  is  a  student  associate 
of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Great  Britain  for  three 
years  is  not  evidence  that  he  has  been  engaged  for  that 
period  in  dispensing  medical  prescriptions.  The  lattei  is 
the  evidence  that  the  examination  regulations  require,  and 
the  attested  declaration  to  that  effect  must  be  produced. 

125/50.  lihei. — A.  purchases  a  branch-business  from  B. 
and  signs  an  agreement  that  he  will  not,  alone  or  jointly, 
&.C.,  carry  on  or  manage,  &c,  any  other  business  of  a 
chemist  and  druggist  within  a  given  radius  of  B.'s  head 
establishment.  After  five  years  A.  turns  his  business  into  a 
limited  company.  How  does  the  company,  not  being  a 
person,  stand  with  regard  to  the  agreement ;  and  what  is 
A.'s  position  under  the  same  1  [A  will  not  be  able  to  rid 
himself  of  his  liability  under  the  covenant  by  selling  his 
business  to  a  company,  as  the  restriction  forms  part  of  the 
goodwill  and  is  assignable  (Showell  v.  Winkup,  60  L.T.R. 
389).  The  covenant  need  not  be  expressly  assigned  ;  it  is 
sufficient  if  the  document  containing  the  covenant  is  handed 
over  to  the  company  (Bath  v.  Tunks,  W.N.,  1892,  page  101).] 

130/36.  J.  H.  A. — You  can  copyright  the  design  by  regis- 
tration at  Stationers'  Hall. 

72/27.  E.  G.  I. — We  are  afraid  that  you  have  no  redress 
against  the  railway  company,  because  vitriol  is  carried  at  a 
mimimum  charge  of  5s.  at  owner's  risk.  You  should  certainly 
not  take  action  against  the  company  without  consulting  a 
local  solicitor. 

151/22.  L.  L,  C. — You  should  read  the  information  on 
phaimacy-law  in  The  Chemists'  and  Druggists'  Diary. 

153/16.  Primrose. — You  had  better  send  us  your  envelope 
when  complete  with  a  specimen  envelope  of  the  article 
which  you  wish  to  avoid  imitating,  then  we  shall  be  able  to 
express  an  opinion  as  to  whether  you  are  likely  to  be  pro- 
ceeded against  or  not.  But  why  try  to  sail  so  near  the 
wind,  unless  you  wish  to  reap  where  others  have  sown  ?  We 
think  it  will  pay  you  a  great  deal  better  to  use  a  perfectly 
distinct  title,  so  that  you  would  obtain  all  the  credit  and 
profit  following  your  own  invention. 

152/43.  M.  H. — If  you  have  an  "off"  wine-licence  you 
may,  of  course,  call  yourself  a  wine-merchant.  You  may 
only  sell  wines  in  reputed  pint  and  quart  bottles,  and  less 
than  2  gals,  or  1  doz.  quarts  at  a  time. 


Miscellaneous  Inquiries. 


We  reply  to  subscribers  and  their  employe's  only  upon  sub/ecti 
of  interest  to  other  readers  generally.    When  more  than  one 
query  is  sent  write  each  on  a  separate  piece  of 
paper.    Wlien  a  sample  accompanies  a  query 


Notice  to 
Querist*. 


full  particulars  regarding  the  origin  and  use  of 
the  sample  must  be  given,  and  it  must  be  distinctly  labelled 
Queries  are  not  replied  to  by  post,  and  those  sent  anonymously 
are  disregarded. 

48/34.  Anxious. — (1)  Sal  volatile  in  a  mixture  with 
tr.  card.  co.  acts  on  the  cochineal  colouring-matter,  and 
in  a  short  time  entirely  precipitates  it.  It  cannot  be  avoided. 
(2)  It  is  perfectly  legal  to  make  tr.  opii  according  to  the 
B.P.  1885,  but  the  method  given  in  the  B.P.  1898  is  calcu- 
lated to  better  exhaust  the  opium.  There  is  a  slight  differ- 
ence in  the  alcoholic  strength. 

144/63.  500 — The  Digestive  Syrup  formula  which  you 
require  was  last  given  in  the  C.  4"  L).,  May  28,1898,  page  897. 
The  publisher  oan  supply  copies  of  the  number  at  <\d.  each. 
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122/72.  A.  G.  (Malta).— The  most  satisfactory  way  of 
removing  grease  from  marble  is  to  cover  the  stained  part 
with  a  paste  of  f nllers'  earth  and  water,  and  allow  it  to  dry 
on.    The  application  to  be  repeated  as  often  as  necessary. 

125/37.    A.  T.  B  —  Toilet-vinegar  :— 

Ac.  acet.  glac.    §]'. 

Tr.  tolut   Sss. 

Tr.  benz.  simp.        ...       ...       ...  5ss. 

Saccli.  ust   itlxx.  vel  q.s. 

Aq.  coloniensis        ...       ...       ...  3xx. 

Spt.  vini  root,  ad    §xxx. 

Mix  and  filter. 

135/41.    Ben  Nevis. — Glycerin.  Balm-jelly :  — 

Pulv.  tragacanth.     ...       ...       ...  5ij. 

Glycerini       ...       ...       ...  ... 

Spt.  vini  rect....       ...       ...       ...  5vj. 

01.  geranii    vty  xx. 

01.  lavand   in.iv. 

Aq   Sviij. 

Mix  the  tragacanth  and  spirit  in  a  mortar  with  the  perfume, 
add  the  glycerin,  and,  finally,  the  water  all  at  once. 

124/35.  Emp.  Ca-rtth. — One- solution  Developer. — The 
following  answers  for  Ilford  plates  : — 

Metol   80  gr. 

Quinol    96  gr. 

Sodium  sulphite       ...       ...       ...  i  oz. 

Potassium  carbonate         ...       ...  1  oz. 

Water   16  oz. 

Mix. 

For  use,  dilute  1  part  of  the  above  with  3  of  water. 

134/28.    Photo. — (1)  Betouching-medium : — 

Besin  ...       ...       ...       ...       ...  5vj. 

Gum  dammar         ...       ...       ...  5j. 

Spirit  of  turpentine  ...       ...       ...  §iv. 

(2)  Spotting- medium  is  not  required  on  gelatin-surfaced 
papers.  With  albumen-paper,  which  is  not  much  used  now, 
ox-gall  was  employed,  so  that  the  colours  used  would  "  take  " 
on  the  paper. 

120/17.    Nemo. — Dry  Shampoo  : — 

Liq.  ammon.  fort.    ...       ...       ...  3iv. 

Ess.  amygd.  ...       ...       ...       ...  5.1- 

Aq.  colomensis        ...       ...       ...  Jj. 

Tr.  quillaiie  ad  (1  oz.  to  Oj.  S.V.T.)  §x. 

M. 

46/4.  Bon. — (1)  It  is  a  property  common  to  all  hair-dyes 
that  they  wash  off.  The  formula  you  use  is  not  at  fault. 
(2)  The  following  White  Liniment  contains  the  ingredients 
you  specify,  and  is  said  to  be  very  permanent : — 

Ess.  oil  of  camphor   1  oz. 

Lard  oil         ...       ...       ...       ...  5  oz. 

Cotton-seed  oil        ...       ...       ...  1  oz. 

Spirit  of  turpentine   3  oz. 

Solution  of  ammonia         ...       ...  5  oz. 

Oleic  acid      ...       ...       ...       ...  £  oz- 

Mix  the  acid  and  the  lard  and  cotton-seed  oils.  Then  add  the 
turpentine  and  ammonia,  and  shake,  lastly  adding  the  essential 
oil  of  camphor. 

131/17.  J.  W.  H. — Long's  specific  is  a  proprietary  article, 
for  which  we  have  no  formula. 

129,66.  R.  W. — Paraffin  is  a  little  improved  in  odour  by 
shaking  with  a  solution  of  bichromate  of  potash  acidulated 
with  sulphuric  acid  and  afterwards  washing  with  water. 
Strong  scents  such  as  verbena  or  citronella  are  afterwards 
added  to  disguise  the  remaining  odour.  There  is,  how- 
ever, no  process  of  deodorising  paraffin  which  is  quite 
satisfactory. 

129/L1.  Alexander.—  We  cannot  give  you  a  definite 
answer  to  your  question  as  to  what  to  charge  a  dentist  for 
use  of  a  room  at  your  pharmacy.  See  reply  to  "  Dentist,'' 
September  30,  page  665. 

128/10.  Cymraeg. — Domestic  Medicine. — You  will  find 
the  following  books  useful  as  adjuncts  to  "  Diseases  and 
Remedies  "  : — Walters  (F.  R.),  "  Household  Dictionary  of 


Medicine  "  (3s.  6d.)  ;  Thomson  (S.),  "  Dictionary  of  Domestic 
Medicine  "  (10s.  6d.) ;  Savory  (J.),  "  Compendium  of  Domestic 
Medicine  "  (5s.)  ;  "  The  Family  Physician  "  (2ls  ) ;  Mackenzie 
(W.  J.),  "Home  Medicine  and  Surgery"  (2s.  Qd). 

180/11.    Vet. — (1)  Anti-scour  Powders  for  cattle  :  — 


Powdered  catechu   Jvj. 

Powdered  ginger  ...       ...       ...  3iiss. 

Powdered  opium  ...       ...       ...  Siss. 

Prepared  chalk  ...       ...       ...  Sxij- 


Mix,  and  divide  into  5ss.  powders. 

For  calves  a  quarter  of  a  powder  is  mixed  with  a  little  dry  flour 
and  about  j  pint  of  warm  gruel  or  milk  before  administration. 

(2)  Cough-powders  for  horses  and  cattle  : — 


Powdered  camphor  ...       ...  ...  5iij. 

Powdered  belladonna-leaves  ...  ,)iss. 

Potassium  nitrate    ...       ...  ...  §iss. 

Powdered  ginger     ...       ...  ...  5'j. 

Powdered  anise       ...       ...  ...  5uj' 

Mix,  and  divide  into  six  powders. 


One  powder  to  be  taken  in  a  mash  every  night. 

(3)  The  directions  on  your  label  for  worm-powders  for  horses 
are  not  suitable  for  modern  remedies.  (4)  Turpentine  for 
veterinary  administration  is  usually  coloured  with  alkanet 
and  "  nosed  "  with  oil  of  thyme.  There  is  no  objection  to 
adding  some  balsam  of  sulphur  to  disguise  the  smell. 

240/96.  W.  P.— You  will  find  what  we  think  of  Carter 
and  the  local  pill  in  our  issue  of  July  1,  page  17. 

131/73.  Hampshire. — The  recent  L.G.B.  concession  to 
Poor-law  dispensers  only  gives  permission  to  the  Guardians 
to  raise  the  salaries ;  it  does  not  compel  them  to  do  so.  The 
Guardians  are  now  empowered  to  increase  a  dispenser's 
salary  by  101.  every  fourth  year  until  a  maximum  of  1Q01. 
per  annum  has  been  reached.  As  regards  pension,  the  Poor- 
law  Officers'  Superannuation  Act,  1898,  says  any  Poor-law 
officer  or  servant  who  has  attained  the  age  of  60,  and  a 
service  of  forty  years,  or  who  is  65  years  of  age,  or 
through  ill-health,  shall  be  entitled  on  resigning,  or  other- 
wise ceasing  to  hold  office,  to  a  pension  at  the  rate  of  gJ5  of 
average  amount  of  his  last  five  years'  salary,  and  that  the 
maximum  shall  be  §{j  of  his  salary  for  forty  years'  service. 
A  copy  of  the  Act  can  be  obtained  from  Messrs.  Eyre  & 
Spottiswoode,  East  Harding  Street,  E  C.,  price  Id. 

136/12.  Anatomist. — To  Prepare  Osteological  Specimens 
as  much  flesh  is  removed  from  the  bones  as  possible  by 
mechanical  means,  after  which  the  specimen  is  boiled  in  a 
weak  solution  of  caustic  potash  to  complete  the  removal  of 
adhering  tissues.  The  bones  are  then  macerated  for  a  long 
time  in  benzine  to  remove  fat,  and  afterwards  bleached  by 
soaking  in  warm  peroxide-of-hydrogen  solution. 

142/10  A.  B.  6'.— We  do  not  know  the  composition  of 
"  Trilene  "  tablets. 

142/51.  Bum  — Attfield's  "  Chemistry,"  1868,  is  not  of 
special  value  in  the  book-market. 

142/23.  Cinam  sold  some  dried  parsley  to  a  customer, 
who  used  it  for  stuffing  veal.  After  the  meal  of  veal  three 
of  the  family  developed  symptoms  of  poisoniDg,  and  ap- 
parently suspect  the  parsley.  [Why  the  parsley  should  be 
suspected  "Cinam"  does  not  add.  The  cause  of  the 
poisoning  is  more  likely  to  be  due  to  ptomaines  in  the  meat, 
veal  being  a  meat  very  prone  to  develop  ptomaines.  From 
a  cursory  examination  we  have  made  o£  the  parsley  we  see 
no  reason  for  suspecting  it.] 

59/20.  C.  F.  C. — Composition  of  Portland  Cement. — 
Portland  cement  consists  mainly  of  silicate  and  aluminate 
of  calcium,  with  smaller  quantities  of  iron  oxide,  magnesia, 
potash,  and  soda  The  cement  is  made  by  mixing  equal 
parts  of  chalk  or  limestone  with  clay  or  river-mud,  and  dry- 
ing and  burning  the  mixture  in  a  shaft-kiln. 

145/44.  Vix — Your  request  does  not  c^me  within  the 
scope  of  this  column. 

147/23.  G.  H.  P.— We  do  not  analyse  proprietary  medi- 
cines.   It  is  not  fair  to  fellow-chemists, 
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139/62.  F.  $  S.—We  have  tried  to  get  the  formula  for 
ung.  sulph.  co.,  Skin  Hospital,  Blackfriars,  from  the  secre- 
tary, but  without  success. 

150/26.  H.  0.  W. — You  can  get  ample  material  for  a 
paper  on  the  rise  of  pharmacy  from  Bell  and  Redwood's 
"  Progress  of  Pharmacy  "  and  the  Encyclopaedia  Btitannica 
article  on  the  history  of  medicine.  Professor  Leech's  ad- 
dress before  the  students  of  the  School  of  Pharmacy  (0.  & 
D.,  October  7)  will  also  yield  some  useful  data. 

150/41.  J.  S.  C. — You  can  make  up  the  tartaric  acid  in 
"  lemonade  crystals  "  to  any  desired  bulk  by  the  addition  of 
crystals  of  sugar. 

150/45.  J.  H.  P. — (1)  Non-poisonous  Nit- ointment  — 
See  C.  4-  D ,  August  27,  1898,  page  386.  (2)  Oil  of  rose- 
geranium  is  the  cheapest  perfume  resembling  rose  you  can 
use. 

149/51.  Lard. — Cucumber  Ointment  or  Pomade  is 
made  by  digesting  three  sliced  cucumbers  in  \  lb.  of  melted 
lard  on  a  water-bat.h  for  six  hours  and  straining.  A  pre- 
servative, such  as  60  gr.  of  borax,  is  added  to  prevent  de- 
composition. 

144/16.  G.  F.  G.  G.— (1)  A  qualified  assistant  would 
require  5s.  to  10s.  for  one  evening's  work  a  week.  (2)  The 
cement  used  for  fixing  opal  letters  on  plate  glass  is  made  by 
mixing  dry  white-lead  with  dammar  varnish.  (3)  Do  you 
mean  nitrate-of-mercury  ointment  by  "  HNO  ointment "  1 
Your  question  is  too  laconic  to  enable  us  to  judge. 

150/70.  J.  W. — (1)  Medical  men  are  supplied  by  chemists 
with  surgical  appliances  for  their  patients  at  a  15  or  20  per 
cent,  profit  to  the  chemist  on  the  cost  of  the  articles.  Dis- 
pensing-charges for  doctors  for  liniments  and  lotions  are 
\d.  an  ounce,  except  when  expensive  pieparations  are  ordered. 
Plasters  and  ointment  charges  vary  according  to  the  cost  of 
the  ingredients  and,  in  the  case  of  plasters,  the  material 
they  are  spread  on.  (2)  Formulas  for  theatrical  face-paints 
are  given  in  "  Pharmaceutical  Formulas."  Particulars  of 
how  the  trade  in  make-ups  is  done  were  given  in  the  Summer 
Number,  1896,  copies  of  which  may  be  obtained  by  advertis- 
ing in  the  Coloured  Supplement. 

137/42.  Cresol.  —  Miscible  Coal-tar  Disinfectants.  — 
The  phenol  or  "  tar-acid"  group  of  the  hydrocarbons  of  coal- 
tar  is  used  for  the  manufacture  of  these  disinfectants. 
Carbolic  acid  is  first  separated,  and  the  residue,  formerly  a 
waste  product  and  consisting  of  cresols  and  higher  homo- 
logues,  is  treated  with  alkali,  with  which  it  forms  unstable  com- 
pounds decomposed  by  water  with  the  formation  of  a  milky 
liquid.  Jeyes'  patent  of  1877  seems  to  be  the  starting-point  of 
this  class  of  disinfectant.  In  this  patent,  tar  oils,  free  from 
phenols,  were  mixed  with  vegetable  oils  and  resin  and 
emulsified  with  soda.  Potash  is  preferred  by  some  makers, 
as  the  soap  formed  mixed  better  with  water.  If  you  are 
thinking  of  making  a  disinfectant  on  a  large  scale,  you 
should  read  Dr.  Rideal's  "Disinfection  and  Disinfectants" 
(Sanitary  Publishing  Company)  and  Lunge's  "  Coal-tar  and 
Ammonia"  (Gurney  &  Jackson).  Provincial  gasworks 
generally  dispose  of  their  tar  to  the  distillers  if  carriage  is 
cheap.  It  does  not  pay  to  erect  stills  unless  a  very  large 
quantity  of  ( ar  is  assured. 


Information  Wanted. 


The  Editor  will  be  obliged  for  replies  to  the  following  from  any 
who  can  furnish  the  information, 


153/30.    What  is  "  Terre  d'Acre"  1 

261  /99.    What  is  "  Skeevit,"  and  where  obtainable  1 

154/48.  Formula  for  Dr.  McColl  Anderson's  ung. 
bismuth,  oleat. 

108/9.  Where  can  "Carbolenum  avinus,"  a  wood-pre- 
servative, be  obtained  ? 

164/15.  Name  of  manufacturers  of  bottle- envelopes  made 
from  wood-shavings  and  used  in  the  place  of  straw  envelopes 
for  packing  bottles. 


Cbinese  ftrafce. 

AT  Botolph  House,  Eastcheap,  E.C.,  on  October  26,  an 
address  was  given  by  Mr.  C.  T.  Gardner,  C.M.G.,  late 
British  Consul  at  Amoy,  before  the  members  of  the  London 
Chamber  of  Commerce,  on  trade  in  China.  Mr.  Albert  G. 
Sandeman  (President  of  the  Chamber)  was  in  the  chair,  and 
was  supported  by  Mr.  Bvron  Brennan,  C  M  G.  (Oonsul- 
General  at  Shanghai),  Mr.  R.  B.  Moorhead  (Commissioner  of 
Customs,  Shanghai),  and  Mr.  Dudgeon  (Shanghai  Chamber 
of  Commerce). 

Mr.  Gardner  spoke  first  of  all  of  the  great  natural  re- 
sources of  China.  The  soil  of  the  country  is  remarkably 
fertile,  and  is  capable  of  producing  all  the  vegetable  pro- 
ducts of  which  the  world  stands  in  need.  The  surveys 
made  by  experts  show  also  that  the  country  is  full  of 
valuable  minerals,  iron,  gold,  mercury,  copper,  tin, 
silver,  and  lead  being  in  abundance.  Great  hopes, 
he  said,  had  been  entertained  of  the  trade  between 
China  and  this  country  for  the  past  thirty  or 
forty  years.  These  hopes  had  not  been  realised,  and 
he  thought  the  principal  reason  was  that  the  work- 
ing and  trading  classes  in  China  were  not  given  a  free 
hand  and  the  British  trader  fair  play.  In  spite  of  the 
natural  wealth  of  the  country,  the  Chinese  people  have  been 
kept  in  such  dire  poverty  by  defective  fiscal  and 
administrative  arrangements  that  they  have  been  unable 
to  buy  more  of  our  manufactures.  It  is  desirable,  in  Mr. 
Gardner's  opinion,  that  Government  should  receive  increased 
support  to  intervene  in  securing  good  internal  government  in 
China,  as  it  intervened  to  put  down  piracv  along  the  coast 
The  worst  of  the  fiscal  evils  is  "  Likin,"  and  its  adjunct 
"  Loutishui,"  or  terminal  dues.  The  latter  enacts  that  when 
the  native  dealer  in  the  interior  receives  the  goods  consigned 
to  him  he  has  to  pay  further  levies.  The  only  exception  to 
the  "  Loutishui "  is  opium,  on  which  there  is  only  one  levy  at 
the  port  of  shipment,  and  there  is  no  reason  why  that 
system  should  not  be  extended  to  all  other  goods 
A  perfectly  satisfactory  trade  with  China  could  only  be 
hoped  for  when  "  Likin,"  the  salt  monopoly,  and  the  pro- 
hibition against  the  export  of  grain  have  been  abolished. 
Besides  these  there  must  be  reforms  in  the  administration  of 
the  country,  and  it  must  be  opened  to  British  capital  and 
energy  by  permitting  British  subjects  to  obtain  railway  and 
mining  concessions,  to  engage  in  manufactures,  and  to  lease 
agricultural  land  in  the  interior.  The  latter  point  he  laid 
stress  upon.  Immense  tracts  of  land  were  amenable  to 
the  cultivation  of  tea,  tobacco,  coffee,  and  camphor. 
Camphor-trees  were  growing  wild  in  many  parts  of  the 
Fokien  province.  In  concluding  a  long  and  exhaustive 
survey  of  the  situation,  Mr.  Gardner  suggested  that  British 
Chambers  of  Commerce  should  establish  three  permanent 
exhibitions  of  British  products  at  Shanghai,  Hong-Kong, 
and  Singapore  respectively,  where  samples  would  be  shown, 
and  native  inland  traders  could  purchase  such  samples  at 
wholesale  prices. 

Mr.  Byron  Brennan  fully  endorsed  all  that  Mr.  Gardner 
bad  said.  The  real  reason  of  our  non-success  in  China  was 
that  although  we  were  willing  to  sell,  the  Chinese  were  not 
allowed  to  buy,  and  when  we  wanted  to  buy  they  were  not 
allowed  to  sell.  Business  with  Great  Britain  was  nipped  in 
the  bud  by  the  Chinese  officials.  The  British  merchant 
in  China  did  his  best,  but  he  only  traded  to  suit 
himself.  An  individual  could  not  afford  to  embark 
in  schemes  for  the  expansion  of  British  trade, 
and  the  so-called  concessions  to  Britain  which  have 
been  so  much  talked  of  in  late  years  have  been  much  better 
for  the  Chinese  than  for  us.  He  instanced  the  "navigation 
of  inland  waters  "  and  "open  ports"  as  concessions  which 
were  rendered  utterly  valueless  by  the  inner  workiEg  of 
Chinese  officialdom. 

Mr.  Dudgeon  added  his  testimony  to  the  accuracy  of  these 
statements.  We  enter  into  undertakings  with  the  Chinese 
Government  with  the  intention  of  keeping  them,  they,  on 
the  other  hand,  wriggle  out  of  them  at  every  available  occa- 
sion. The  best  thing  for  us  to  do  is  to  help  the  Chinese  to 
help  themselves. 


"  The  best  8s.  worth  I  have  ever  had  was  "  Pharmaceutical 
Formulas.' "  (125/31.) 
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The  prices  quoted  below  are  the  bottom  prices 
obtained  for  bulk  quantities  by  importers  and 
manufacturers,  who  do  not  supply  retailers.  They 
are  in  many  cases  exclusive  of  various  charges. 


42  Cannon  Street,  London,  E.C. :  October  26. 

THE  general  advance  which  has  been  going  on  for  some 
time  in  most  drug  and  chemical  commodities  continues, 
proving  that  the  autumn  trade  has  quite  justified  expecta- 
tions. The  principal  movement  this  week  has  been  in  quick- 
silver, the  second-hand  quotation  of  which  has  been  advanced 
to  91.,  and  importers'  the  same.  In  camphor  there  has 
been  more  activity,  and  if  the  crude  should  continue  to 
harden  an  advance  of  Id.  per  lb.  in  English  refined  may  be 
looked  for.  There  is  in  orris-root  a  speculative  movement 
dictated  from  Leghorn,  and  this  market  has  quickly 
responded.    Other  changes  of  the  week  are  as  follows : — 


Higher 


Pinner 


Easier 


Lower 


Buchu 

Camphor  (Ger- 
man refined) 
Chillies 
Ergot 

Lyeopodium 
Oil,  linseed 
Orris 

Pepper,  black 
Quicksilver 
Quince- seed 
Rose-leaves 
Sal  ammoniac 
Soda  nitrate 


Acetate  of  lime 

Barium  pro- 
ducts 

Fenugreek- 
seed 

Oil,  anise,  star 

Saffron 


Benzoin 
Canary-seed 
Gamboge 
Oil,  turpentine 
Pimento 
Rhubarb 
Sarsaparilla 


Cardamoms 
Cream  of  tartar 
Colocynth 
Nutmegs 


The  following  drugs  have  arrived  at  this  and  other  British  ports 
from  October  19  to  25,  both  inclusive: — Aloes  (Cape),  11,  (unenu- 
merated)  6  ;  calumba,  28;  caraway-seed,  120;  castor  oil  (E.I. ),  23  ; 
chillies,  100 ;  cinchona  (E.I. ),  19;  cod-liver  oil,  359;  croton-seed, 
5;  gentian,  114;  gum  arabic  (from  Aden),  105;  honey  (Cb.il.),  44; 
insect-powder,  40  ;  lemon-grass  oil,  100  ;  lemon-juice  (cone),  196; 
liquorice-root,  10;  manna,  14;  opium,  99;  orris,  (Ital  ),  58; 
saffron,  1 ;  senna  (Alex.),  100  ;  soy,  101 ;  squills,  10  ;  tonca-beans, 
1 ;  vanilla  (Mauritius),  2 ;  wax,  bees'  (all  kinds),  240 ;  wax, 
Japanese,  325. 

Cardamoms  and  Cinnamon  in  Ceylon. 

A  correspondent  of  the  Ceylon  Observer  reports  that  the 
cardamom-crop  is  still  hanging  back,  and  that  very  little  is 
coming  on  to  the  Colombo  market  at  present,  so  that  the 
outturn  this  year  is  likely  to  be  very  poor.  He  also  says  that, 
the  Sinhalese  are  sweeping  clean  the  cinnamon  from  the 
Crown  jungles  and  private  lands,  owing  to  the  higher  prices 
now  obtain  able. 

Carriage  of  Carbon  Bisulphide  on  Shipboard. 

The  Board  of  Trade  have  issued  the  following  notice  : — 

The  Board  of  Trade  are  advised  that  bisulphide  of  carbon  comes 
within  the  definition  of  "  dangerous  goods,"  and  it  should  there- 
fore be  distinctly  marked  and  otherwise  dealt  with  as  required  by 
Section  446  of  the  Merchant  Shipping  Act,  1894.  It  is  a  colour- 
less, heavy,  mobile,  volatile  liquid,  which  evaporates  very  quickly. 
It  produces  a  pressure  in  any  closed  vessel  containing  it.  It 
easily  passes  through  the  smallest  opening,  and  it  is  very 
difficult  to  keep  the  drums  tight  in  which  it  is  stored.  It 
is  not  liable  to  spontaneous  combustion,  but  both  the  liquid 
and  its  vapour  take  fire  at  very  low  temperatures,  the 
liquid  at  rather  a  lower  temperature  than  the  vapour. 
The  vapour  has  a  tendency  to  travel,  and  if  it  finds  its 
way  to  any  surface  sufficiently  warm  to  ignite  it,  the  flame  will 
flash  back  and  ignite  the  liquid.  The  mere  striking  together  of 
two  pieces  of  iron  within  the  inflammable  atmosphere  may  cause 
ignition.    It  has  a  very  powerful  and  penetrating  odour,  which  in 


small  quantities  resembles  that  of  foul  vegetable  matter.  Bi- 
sulphide of  carbon  should  be  carried  in  strongly-made  and 
perfectly- tight  drums  of  not  more  than  5  gals,  capacity  each. 
The  drums  should  be  satisfactorily  tested  by  hydraulic  pressure 
to  at  least  40  lbs.  per  square  inch  before  being  used,  and  a  space  of 
at  least  10  per  cent,  should  be  left  in  each  to  allow  for  expansion 
of  the  liquid.  Drums  of  the  kind  employed  by  the  Government 
of  India  for  the  shipment  of  ether  are  recommended  for  this 
purpose.  The  drums  should  be  packed  in  strong  wooden  cases 
(which  should  be  perforated)  with  not  more  than  four  drums  in 
each  case,  each  drum  being  in  a  separate  compartment  of  the  case. 
It  should  be  carried  as  deck-cargo  only,  the  utmost  care  being 
taken  to  protect  it  from  the  rays  of  the  sun,  or  lights,  or  sparks  ; 
sailcloth  (not  black  tarpaulin)  is  suggested  as  a  covering. 
It  should  be  stowed  apart  from  all  other  goods,  whether 
dangerous  or  not,  and  kept  at  a  distance  from  all  steam- 
pipes,  funnels,  or  other  heated  objects,  and  from  all  hatchways 
or  other  openings  in  the  deck ;  also  from  all  living-quarters 
of  the  vessel ;  and  smoking  in  its  vicinity  should  be  strictly  pro- 
hibited. The  cases  containing  the  drums  should  be  examined  at 
frequent  intervals  (at  least  twice  in  twenty-four  hours),  during 
daylight,  to  ascertain  if  there  is  any  escape,  and  if  any  leakage  is 
detected,  even  by  the  presence  of  the  odour  above  described, 
in  the  vicinity  of  the  packages,  they  should  be  immediately 
thrown  overboard ;  and  it  is  important  that  the  person  making 
these  examinations  should  know  that  leakages  sufficiently  large 
to  be  very  dangerous  may  exist  without  its  being  possible  to  see 
anything  in  the  nature  of  moisture  on  the  outside  of  the 
drums  to  indicate  their  presence. 

Heavy  Chemicals. 

[  These  prices  are  for  other  market-centres  than  London.} 

The  general  conditions  of  the  heavy-chemical  market  at  all  the 
main  centres  remain  very  much  as  lately  reported.  There  is  a 
continued  activity  both  in  home  and  export  business,  and  stocks 
all  round  being  for  the  most  part  only  small  low  prices  are  easily 
and  well  maintained.  The  tendency  in  all  cases  where  any 
change  seems  imminent  is  in  an  upward  direction,  with,  perhaps, 
the  one  exception  of  sulphate  of  ammonia,  which  is  still  neglected 
and  on  the  decline.  Chlorates  of  potash  and  soda  are  steady,  but 
are  still  at  the  old  rates.  Sal  ammoniac  has  been  advanced  5?. 
per  ton  since  the  date  of  last  writing.  In  coal-tar  products  there 
is  a  distinctly  better  feeling.  Very  fair  business  has  been  done 
this  week  for  delivery  over  next  year. 

Alkali-produce. — Bleaching-powder  very  firm  at  5?.  5s.  to 
5/.  10s.  for  softwood  casks  on  rails  ;  f.o.b.  Liverpool,  57.  7s.  6d.  to 
5?.  12s.  6c7. ;  and  f.o.b.  Tyne,  67.  Caustic  soda  is  in  heavier 
demand,  with  prices  very  firm ;  77  to  78  per  cent.,  9?.  15s.  to 
9/.  17s.  6d ;  74  per  cent.,  9/.  2s.  6d.  to  97.  Is.  Gd. ;  70  per  cent., 
8?.  10s.  to  8?.  15s. ;  and  60  per  cent.,  77.  10s.  to  7?.  15s.  Soda 
crystals  steady  and  unchanged — Tyne,  57s.  6<7. ;  Liverpool,  62s.  6c?. 
Chlorate  of  potash,  3hd.  to  3|(2.  per  lb.  Chlorate  of  soda,  3f(7. 
per  lb.  Yellow  prussiate  of  potash  is  still  scarce  and  firm  at 
8^(7.  to  Shi.  per  lb.  for  best  Lancashire  makes.  Saltcake  quiet  at 
24s.  to  25s.  per  ton  in  bulk  on  rails.  Ammonia  alkali,  58-per- 
cent., moving  well,  at  47.  2s.  6d.  to  4?.  7s.  fid.  per  ton  on  rails  in 
gs.  Hyposulphite  of  soda  very  firm — 6?.  per  ton  in  ^-cwt. 
casks,  and  67.  10s.  per  ton  in  1-cwt.  kegs. 

Sal  Ammoniac. — 407.  and  38?.  per  ton  for  firsts  and  seconds 
respectively. 

Alumtna-pboducts  in  heavy  consumptive  demand,  and  price 
are  likely  to  advance.  Crystal  alum,  loose  lump,  47.  12s.  6d.  to 
47.  15s.  ;  lump  in  tierces,  M.  17s.  6(7.  to  5?. ;  and  ground,  51.  5s.  to 
51.  10s.  per  ton,  free  on  rails,  in  bags.  Purest  makes  of  white 
sulphate  of  alumina,  practically  free  of  iron,  80s.  to  85s.  per  ton  on 
rails  in  usual  casks,  with  customary  allowances  for  bags  or  loose 
slabs.  Aluminous  cake  in  steady  request  at  45s.  to  50s.  per  ton. 
Alumino  ferric,  42s.  6(7.  per  ton.  Hydrate  of  alumina,  high  per- 
centage, in  heavier  demand,  at  11/.  15s.  to  12?.  5s.  per  ton  in  casks. 
Bauxite,  60  per  cent,  alumina,  steady  at  16s.  4rf.  to  16s.  6(7.  per 
ton,  f.o.b.  Aluminate  of  soda,  highest  strength,  ALO5,  37s.  6d.  to 
40s.  per  cwt.,  according  to  quantity;  and  carbonate  of  alumina 
35s.  to  37s.  6(7.  per  cwt.  Chloride  of  aluminum,  107.  5s.  to  117.  per 
ton,  free  on  rails,  in  casks. 
Barium-products  are  advancing  strongly. 

Brown  Acetate  of  Lime. — Higher,  at  57.  5s.  to  57.  10s.  par 
ton,  c.i.f. 

Liverpool  Market. 

Liverpool,  October  25 

Castok  Oil  continues  to  sell,  at  3^(7.  per  lb.  for  good  seconds 
Calcutta,  in  retail  lots.  A  bid  for  forward  delivery  at  3d.  has 
been  refused.  The  nominal  quotation  is  3j(7.  Seeds  are  very 
scarce.    French  is  unchanged. 

Canary-seed. — Some  parcels  have  changed  hands  at  slightly 
lower  rates,  but  price  has  not  transpired. 

Jaborandi-leaves. — Some  "  genuine  "  might  be  available  at 
about  9d.  per  lb. 
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Balsam  Copaiba. — A  parcel  of  19  barrels  Marankam  sold  at 
auction  at  Is.  4£d.  to  Is.  5d.  per  lb. 

Quillaia-babk. — Some  quantity  has  changed  hands  on  private 
terms,  slightly  under  current  quotation  of        10s.  per  ton. 

Fenugeeek-sbed. — Egyptian  and  Morocco  both  offer  at  7s.  6d. 
per  cwt. 

Afeican  Gingeb. — Holders  quote  22s.  Bd.  per  cwt.  A  further 
advance  is  anticipated.    The  market  is  bare  of  Cochin. 

Wax,  Cabnauba  — Firmer,  although  business  in  yellow  has 
been  restricted  to  70  bags,  at  65s.  to  67s.  6d.  Grey  has  been  in 
active  demand,  fully  300  bags  Pernambuco  and  Ceara  selling  at 
10s.  6d.  to  43s.,  and  Parahyba  at  A2s.6d.  to  45.S.,  and  good  medium 
at  55s.  to  57s.  6d.  per  cwt. 

Spermaceti. — Kenned  is  in  strong  demand,  and  Chilian  would 
meet  with  ready  sale. 

Honey. — Chilian  is  selling  steadily  at  full  prices,  about  140 
barrels  having  been  sold  at  23s.  per  cwt.  for  Pile  II. ;  and  a  few 
barrels  Peruvian,  Pile  X,,  at  25s.  Liquid  Califomian  is  held  for 
47s.  per  cwt. 

German  Market. 

Hamburg,  October  24. 

The  state  of  our  drug-market  has  undergone  little  change  since 
last  week,  with  the  exception  of  a  few  articles  like  camphor, 
lycopodium,  and  ergot  of  rye,  in  which  a  good  business  lias  been 
done  at  advancing  prices. 

Aniseed. — New  Russian  is  steady  at  38m.  per  100  kilos. 

Camphoe,  Refined,  shows  a  strong  market.  There  has  been  a 
brisk  business  at  advancing  prices;  the  factories  now  ask  for  spot- 
delivery  350m.,  and  for  delivery  during  the  next  three  months 
360m.  per  100  kilos.  ;  second  hand  asked  to-day  340m.  per  100 
kilos. 

Cocaine  is  firm  ;  factories  ask  700m.  per  kilo. ;  second  hand, 
650m.  per  kilo. 

Cumin.— New  arrivals  of  Maltese  are  held  for  58m.  per  100 
kilos. 

Ebgot  of  Rye  is  in  more  demand,  the  stocks  are  very  small, 
and  470m.  per  100  kilos,  is  asked  to-day. 

Ipecacuanha  is  firm ;  some  small  arrivals  are  held  for  30m. 
per  kilo. 

Menthol  is  firmer  at  17m.  per  kilo. 

Lycopodium  is  very  firm,  the  stocks  here  are  small,  and  prices 
from  Russia  are  higher ;  spot-price  is  to-day  370m.  per  kilo. 

Quinine  is  unchanged  at  37m.  per  kilo. 

Santonin  is  firm  at  25m.  per  kilo. 

Stab- anise  is  firmer  at  180m.  per  100  kilos. 

Wax  (Japan)  has  also  a  higher  tendency  at  59m.  per  100  kilos. 

Cod-liver  Oil  is  firmer ;  non-congealing  is  held  for  60m.  per 
barrel. 

Castok  Oil. — Firm  but  quiet ;  fine  pressing  in  barrels  held  for 
54m.  per  100  kilos. 

American  Market. 

Nerv  York,  October  17. 
The  drug-market  continues  to  present  an  active  appearance 
and  business  in  all  departments  is  excellent.  Quinine  has  been 
the  centre  of  interest  this  week,  but  buchu  and  coca  leaves, 
cocaine,  golden-seal,  senega,  and  senna  are  all  in  an  interesting 
position. 

Opium  continues  quiet  but  steady  at  former  prices.  Recent 
arrivals  have  not  weakened  the  market,  and  dealers  are  antici- 
pating an  improvement. 

Quinine  is  unusually  active  and  in  large  demand.  Quotations 
have  jumped  from  22c.  up  to  27c.  per  oz.,  and  even  at  the  advance 
sales  are  very  brisk.  Manufacturers  generally  quote  "  without 
offer,"  and  higher  prices  are  expected.  Second-hands  quote 
at  30c. 

Buchu-leaves  are  firm  at  the  recent  advance,  and  holders 
offer  sparingly,  in  anticipation  of  higher  prices  on  account  of  the 
war. 

Coca-leaves  are  in  a  very  strong  position,  and  advices  from 
South  America  are  not  favourable  to  any  reduction.  Truxillo  are 
held  at  24c.  and  Huanuco  at  30c. 

Cocaine  has  further  advanced  50c,  and  manufacturers  now 
quote  $6  to  §6.20,  according  to  quantity.  Offerings  are  very 
limited,  and  the  tendency  is  still  upward. 

Ebgot  is  in  a  strong  position,  and  only  large  stocks  in  a  few 
hands  prevents  further  advances.  German  is  firm  at  50c,  and 
Spanish  at  63c  to  65c.  per  lb. 

Golden-seal. — Hydrastis  is  firm,  consequent  on  temporary- 
scarcity,  but  56c.  will  buy. 

Sassafras-babe  is  scarce,  and  values  show  an  advance  to  8c.  in 
quantity. 

Spermaceti  is  firm,  and  holders  offer  sparingly.  Block  is  held 
at  29c,  and  cakes  at  30c. 

Senna-leaves  are  steadily  advancing,  in  view  of  diminishing 
stocks  and  a  good  demand.  Tinnevelly  are  quoted  at  10c.  to  18c, 
and  the  market  is  almost  bare  of  the  cheaper  grades.  Alexandrian 
natural  are  quoted  12c  to  15c,  and  sifted  18c.  to  30c. 

Mandrake-boot  is  firmer  at  4c,  to  4^c. 


Senega  is  firmer,  on  account  of  light  supplies  on  the  spot. 
Southern  has  advanced  to  40c,  and  Western  to  43c  Holders  of 
new  crop  are  offering  very  small  parcels,  and  ask  high  figures. 

Beeswax  is  dull,  few  sales  of  importance  being  recorded. 
Values  are  fairly  steady  considering,  at  27c.  for  ordinary  pure. 

The  Sicilian  Market. 

Messina,  October  11. 

A  Messina  correspondent  writes  us  as  follows: — 

Sulphur. — The  Anglo-Sicilian  Sulphur  Company  having  sold 
a  large  quantity  to  exporters,  which  will  fill  their  requirements  for 
some  months  to  come,  prices  have  been  a  turn  firmer,  and  now 
business  is  rather  difficult.  The  said  company  and  outside  pro- 
ducers now  ask  higher  rates.  Freights  also  show  an  upward 
tendency,  and  as  war  with  the  Transvaal  has  been  declared,  and 
tonnage  required  for  South  Africa,  a  sensible  advance  in 
freights  is  anticipated.  The  actual  prices  to-day  are: — Best  un- 
mixed seconds,  82s. ;  best  unmixed  thirds,  79s. ;  and  best  thirds, 
76s.  per  2,240  lbs.,  delivered  cost  and  freight  to  London. 

Citbate  of  Lime  and  Lemon-juice. — The  Society  which  has 
been  formed  (see  C.  &  D.,  September  30,  page  555)  for  the  pur- 
pose of  "  cornering  "  this  article,  and  not  selling  under  151.  10s. 
per  pipe,  is  making  progress.  More  than  1,100,000  lire  has  been 
subscribed  so  far,  and  the  syndicate  will  commence  its  purchases 
as  soon  as  the  subscribed  capital  reaches  1,600,000  lire.  There  is 
no  produce  more  susceptible  to  monopoly  than  citrate  of  lime  and 
concentrated  lemon-juice,  the  production  of  which  in  all  Sicily  is 
from  8,000  to  10,000  pipes,  representing  a  value  of  about 
3,000,000  lire  actual  cost.  Current  prices  are  rather  firm,  and 
both  for  prompt  and  future  delivery  nothing  is  to  be  had  under 
15J,  per  pipe  c.  and  f.,  usual  terms. 

Almonds. — The  Sicilian  crop  is  abundant,  and  exports  from 
Messina  have  been  large.  Prices  have  risen  considerably  of  late, 
and  Palma  Girgenti  sweet  almonds  are  now  worth  72s.  per  cwt. 
f.o.b.  Messina. 

Olive  Oil. — The  crop  in  Sicily  is  a  failure,  and  actual  stocks 
are  not  sufficient  to  cover  local  wants.  Recourse  must  be  had 
to  foreign  oils  for  Italian  consumption  during  the  coming  year. 
To-day's  price  'for  Messina  yellow  olive  oil  is  352.  10s.  per  ton  of 
96  caffisi  f.o.b. 

The  VaniIIa=crops. 

Mr.  J.  S.  Simon,  of  Paris,  has  issued  his  annual  report  on  the 
vanilla-crops  for  1898-99,  and,  as  foreseen  by  him,  the  returns  have 
been : — 

Kilos. 

Seychelles    24,500 

Madagascar,  &c   13,000 

Bourbon    77,500 

Total   115,000 

In  1897-98  the  crops  amounted  to  180,000  kilos,  (including 
125,000  from  Bourbon),  so  that  there  has  been  a  shortage  of  6,500 
kilos.  As  to  the  1899-1900  crop,  competent  judges  are  not  agreed, 
and  it  is  difficult  to  say  anything  with  regard  to  Bourbon  before 
the  end  of  the  year.  The  persistent  drought  of  last  year  has  had 
a  bad  effect  upon  the  vanilla-plantations,  and  the  cyclone  in  March 
has  much  modified  the  expected  production  after  the  dropping 
and  death  of  the  trees.  Some  planters  say  that  the  production 
will  not  exceed  that  of  last  year;  others  foresee  a  crop  of  from 
90,000  to  110,000  kilos.,  but  an  average  figure  would  be  100,000 
kilos.  The  Seychelles  Islands  are  estimated  to  produce  5,000 
kilos,  less  than  last  year ;  on  the  other  hand  Comores  is  expected 
to  yield  a  better  return.  In  admitting  100,000  kilos,  from  Bour- 
bon, there  will  be  an  increase  of  only  2,000  kilos,  on  the  total 
production.  In  Mexico  the  crop  has  been  good,  but  quality  is  not 
satisfactory.  In  Europe,  Mexican  beans  are  of  little  account,  first 
quality  being  quoted  from  150f.  to  200f.  per  kilo.,  according  to 
quality.  The  last  crop  from  Tahiti  has  been  very  large,  and  prices 
have  declined  owing  to  the  special  flavour  that  can  be  used  only 
by  a  limited  number  of  buyers.  The  actual  stocks  in  Paris  and 
Bordeaux  of  Bourbon  beans  are  20,000  kilos,  against  45,000  kilos, 
at  the  same  lime  last  year.  The  selection  offered  is  not  complete, 
and  the  cheap,  short,  common,  and  split  sorts  are  not  to  be  had. 
Hamburg  has  an  insignificant  stock,  and  London  has  very  little. 
Prices  have  been  advancing  throughout  the  year  from  55f.  to  75f. 
net  per  kilo,  for  first  quality,  middle  length  17  cm.  The  first  lots 
prepared  were  sold  at  60f.  for  Bourbon,  and  a  few  days  since 
62.50f.  was  paid,  representing  the  parity  of  the  net  quotations  in 
Europe.  Seychelles  vanilla  is  inquired  for  more  than  ever,  and 
has  reached  hitherto  unknown  prices.  The  present  stocks  are  not 
sufficient  to  last  until  the  end  of  the  year,  and  the  first  arrivals  of 
the  new  crop  will  be  quickly  dealt  with.  At  the  London  auctions 
prices  have  been  constantly  advancing  and  the  demand  has  been 
good.  Concluding,  present  quotations  are  likely  to  be  well  main- 
tained, the  prospects  for  the  second  part  of  the  season  depending 
on  the  amount  of  the  Bourbon  crop,  prospects  on  the  future  crop, 
and,  lastly,  the  general  demand  for  consumption.  The  flowering 
of  Seychelles  vanilla  is  very  short,  and,  as  already  stated,  the  next 
crop  will  be  a  small  one, 
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London  Markets. 

AcetANILIDE. — It  is  reported  from  abroad  that  the  con- 
vention is  influenced  by  a  new  maker,  and  the  position  is 
such  that  the  article  is  offering  in  Germany  at  about  10 
per  cent,  lower  figures. 

Acid,  Citric. — Quiet  at  Is.  Hd.  per  lb.  for  English  crystals. 

Acid,  Oxalic  — Unchanged  at  3d.  to  3\d.  per  lb.  net, 
delivered  free  London. 

Aerowoot  steady.  Good  Natal  sold  at  auction  at  b\d. 
per  lb.,  good  St.  Vincents  at  5d.,  and  fair  at  H\d.  per  lb. 

Arsenic. — Quiet  at  191.  10s.  to  2,01.  per  ton  spot  for  best 
white  powder. 

Borax. — Firm  at  16s.  per  cwt.  for  crystals  and  16s.  6d.  for 
powder.    Boracio  acid  is  25s.  and  27s.  per  cwt.  respectively. 

Camphor. — On  Monday  the  agents  for  the  German  refiners 
raised  their  quotations  by  Id.  per  lb.  They  now  quote  bells 
in  ton  lots,  usual  conditions,  at  Is.  l%d.  per  lb.  for  delivery 
during  the  next  three  months.  In  spite  of  this  advance 
refined  camphor  is  rather  low  in  price  compared  with  the 
present  cost  of  the  crude  article.  Second-hand  holders  would 
now  sell  German  refined  at  Is.  l\d.  per  lb.  for  ton  lots. 
English  refined  is  unchanged  but  very  firm  at  the  advance 
of  a  fortnight  ago.  In  Crude  more  business  has  been 
done  this  week,  139s.  to  140s.  per  cwt.  being  paid  for  Chinese 
on  the  spot  for  Hamburg  account ;  the  cable  quotation  for 
Chinese  on  Wednesday  was  147s.  6d.,  a  figure  much  above 
the  London  parity.  The  spot  quotation  for  Japanese  is 
142s.  6d. 

Chibetta  Small  sales  are  made  occasionally  at  Hd. 

t>er  lb. 

Cinchona. — The  average  percentage  of  sulphate  of  quinine 
in  the  bark  to  be  offered  at  Amsterdam  on  November  2,  is 
5  32  per  cent,  against  5  25  per  cent,  in  the  September 
auctions,  5  60  per  cent.  Augast,  and  5  21  per  cent,  for  the 
ten  auctions  of  1898.  The  6,141  packages  to  be  offered 
contain  561,330  kilos,  of  Java  bark,  with  a  total  of  26,850 
kilos.  (939,760  oz.).  The  only  offering  in  auction  was  a 
parcel  of  6  bales  red  bark,  dull  broken  quill,  for  which  4f^. 
was  refused. 

Cocoa  Butter. — The  auctions  to  be  held  in  Amsterdam 
on  November  7  will  consist  of  80  tons  Van  Houten's,  1  ton 
Helm,  and  3  tons  of  Hamer,  while  on  the  same  date  at  London 
80  tons  Cadbury  will  be  offered  in  auction. 

Cocaine  — Unchanged,  but  very  firm,  at  19s.  6d.  for  B.  ic  S 
brand,  which  figure  has  been  paid  this  week  in  second-hands 

Cream  of  Tartar.— Slightly  lower  at  74s.  per  cwt.  spot 
for  first  white  crystals  and  76s.  for  powder,  while  95-per-cent. 
powder  is  77s.  per  cwt. 

Galls. — Very  firm,  good  sales  of  blue  Persian  having  been 
made  at  from  62s.  to  65s.  per  cwt.,  and  green  at  57s.  6d. 

Gum  Arabic. — Persian  insoluble  sorts  (new  arrivals)  have 
been  in  good  demand  at  14s.  Qd.  per  cwt.  for  blocky,  19s.  for 
"unworked,"  and  20s.  6d.  for  worked.  Good  pale  Aden 
has  sold  privately  at  63s.,  and  reddish  at  51s.  6d.  to  52s.  6d. 
per  cwt. ;  also  scented  Bombay  at  44s.  6d  ,  and  good  brown 
Amrad  at  27s.  to  30s. 

Gum  Olibanum. — Medium  drop  has  sold  recently  at  30s. 
per  cwt.,  and  ordinary  and  common  at  22s.  to  25s. 

Gum  Tragacanth.— Very  firm,  demand  being  chiefly  for 
the  higher  grades  at  full  rates.  Persian  firsts  are  quoted 
14Z.  to  14Z.  10s.  per  cwt. ;  seconds,  121.  10s.  to  13Z.  10s. ; 
thirds,  111.  to  12/. ;  and  fourths,  81.  to  102.  15s.  Small  sales 
of  Syrian  Hog  gum  continue  to  be  made  at  30s.  for  inferior. 

Lycopodium  has  been  advanced  to  Is.  lOd.  per  lb.  spot, 
owing  to  continued  scarcity. 

Menthol.— Firm  at  8s.  2d.  per  lb.  for  Kobayashi  crystals 
in  case  lots. 

Oil,  Cassia.— Quiet,  with  small  sales  at  3s.  IQd.  per  lb. 
spot  for  75  to  80  per  cent.,  and  at  4s.  Zd.  for  80  to  85  per 
cent. 

Oil,  Citronella.— At  the  close  of  the  week  business  was 
done  at  lOd.  per  lb.  c.i.f.  in  drums,  ton  lots,  for  October- 
December  shipment. 


Oil,  Cod-liver,  remains  firm  at  last  week's  quotations, 
with  a  fair  amount  of  inquiry  for  small  parcels. 

Bergen,  October  21. — During  the  past  week  the  market  for1 
best  Lofoten  non-congealing  oil  has  become  considerably  firmer, 
and  the  stock  is  being  continually  concentrated  into  fewer  hands. 
The  last  price  paid  was  60s.  per  barrel,  f.o.b.,  but  holders  hope 
to  obtain  still  more  later,  and  therefore  maintain  their  quotations 
from  2s.  to  3  s.  above  this  figure,  and  it  is  not  unlikely  that 
they  will  obtain  still  higher  rates.  The  exports  to  date  are 
11,463  barrels,  against  6,548  at  the  same  time  last  year. 

Oil,  Lemon. — Business  has  been  done  this  week  at 
3s  4i.  per  lb.,  c.i.f  ,  for  ordinary. 

Oil,  Linseed. — Dearer,  at  24s.  6d.  for  spot  in  pipes  at 
waterside,  and  24s.  l\d.  landed  ;  barrels,  24s.  3^. 

Oil,  Turpentine.— Slightly  easier  at  37s.  to  37s.  l\d.  per 
cwt.  spot  for  American.  A  considerable  business  has  been 
done  this  week. 

Opium. — Quiet,  with  small  sales  of  fine  Persian  at  12s.  to 
12s.  6d.  per  lb.  Soft-shipping  is  also  unchanged,  with 
retail  sales  at  full  values,  tialonica  is  quoted  10s.  9d.  to  lis., 
and  Tokat  10s.  3d.  to  10s.  6d.  per  lb. 

Smyrna,  October  13. — The  sales  for  the  week  amount  to  108 
cases,  including  18  cases  new  Karahissar  at  the  equivalent  of 
8s.  lid.  per  lb.,  c.i.f.,  10  cases  new  current  and  Karahissar  at 
8s.  Ad.  to  8s.  6d.,  and  79  cases  various  kinds  at  from  8s.  4(7.  to 
8.s.  10(/.  for  exportation.  The  arrivals  are  1,970  cases,  against  990 
cases  last  year.    Steady  rains  continue  to  fall  in  the  country. 

Orris. — The  London  market  has  been  somewhat  excited 
this  week  in  consequence  of  speculators  in  Italy  wishing  to 
force  up  prices,  which  for  a  long  time  past  have  been  very 
low,  and  it  is  reported  from  Leghorn  that  a  combination  of 
the  principal  dealers  has  been  formed  for  that  purpose. 
This  market  has  responded  to  the  movement,  and  prices 
have  advanced  to  48s.  per  cwt.,  c.i  f.,  to  arrive,  for  selected 
Florentine.  Second-hand  holders  are  not,  as  a  rule,  selling 
— in  expectation  of  higher  rates. 

Otto  op  Rose. — Buyers  are  taking  advantage  of  the 
present  low  prices,  and  a  fair  amount  of  business  is  going  on 
at  about  the  quotations  given  last  week. 

Phenacetin — B.P.  quality  is  quoted  in  second  hands  at 
from  3s.  Zd.  to  3s.  3d.  per  lb.  in  original  2  cwt.  cases  for 
crystals  and  powder. 

Quicksilver. — Very  firm.  Oa  Tuesday  importers  refused 
81.  17*.  6^.,  and  declined  to  name  a  price,  so  that  an  advance 
looks  imminent.  Second-hand  holders  quote  91.,  at  which 
figure  small  quantities  can  be  had.  To-day  the  importers 
advanced  their  price  to  the  same  figure  and  are  reluctant 
sellers.  We  hear  that  mercurials  are  not  to  be  advanced 
unless  the  metal  is  further  appreciated. 

Quinine — There  has  been  an  absence  of  excitement  this 
week,  although  the  second-hand  market  is  fractionally  higher 
than  when  we  closed  our  last  report.  In  second  hands  very 
little  business  has  been  done  up  to  Wednesday,  and  on  that 
day  December  delivery  was  quoted  at  Is.  lfrf  ,  and  March  at 
Is.  Zd.  per  oz.,  with  few  sellers.  To-day's  business  is  in 
December  Is.  V(d.  and  March  Is.  l^d.  There  is  not  likely 
to  be  any  development  until  after  the  Amsterdam  sales  next 
week. 

In  regard  to  the  fire  which  occurred  in  the  Bandong  Quinine- 
factory  last  month,  and  to  which  we  have  previously  referred,  we 
now  learn  that  the  samples  for  sale  on  January  31,  1900,  had  been 
Bent  out  to  Batavia,  Samavang,  and  Sourabaya,  and  there  is  a 
stock  of  about  a  ton  of  sulphate  of  quinine  on  hand ;  but  the  sale 
is  likely  to  be  delayed  for  a  month.  Owing  to  the  increase  of  the 
business  and  the  want  of  working  capital  the  company  have  just 
made  a  further  issue  of  shares  to  the  amount  of  about  4,000?. 

Saffron. — Prices  are  quoted  again  dearer  this  week,  from 
40s.  to  42s.  per  lb„  less  Z\  per  cent.,  being  wanted  for  finest 
Valencia.  The  stock  here  is  very  small,  and  prices  in  Spain 
are  quoted  4  pesetas  higher  this  week. 

Sal  Ammoniac  has  been  advanced  5s.  per  cwt.,  and  is 
now  quoted  40s.  for  first  quality  and  38s.  for  seconds. 

Soammoniom. — The  market  for  firsts  has  been  entirely 
cleared,  9  cases  selling  last  week  at  30s.  per  lb.  In  root 
small  sales  have  been  made  at  2ls.  per  cwt ,  which  marks  an 
advance. 

Seeds. — Anise  firm  at  20s.  per  cwt.  for  Russian,  Canary 
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rather  easier  owing  to  absence  of  trade ;  Turkish  can  be 
bought  at  36s.  per  qr.  Coriander  firm  at  10s.  6d.  per  cwt. 
for  old  crop  Morocco.  Fenugreek  is  inclined  to  be  dearer, 
6s.  6d.  per  cwt.  is  the  present  quotation  for  a  quantity. 
Cumin  firm,  business  is  mentioned  at  31s.  per  cwt.  for  Malta, 
and  at  27s.  6d.  to  29s.  for  common  to  good  Morocco.  Linseed 
is  in  request,  bat  line  quality  is  scarce,  55s.  to  57s.  6d.  per  qr. 
being  the  value  for  bold.    Caraways  steady,  unchanged. 

Shellac. — The  moderate  supply  in  auction  met  with  a 
steady  demand,  and  about  one-half  sold — second  orange  at 
full  rates  to  Is.  per  cwt.  advance.  The  following  prices  were 
paid: — Common  flat  red  livery,  57s.  to  58 s.  per  cwt.; 
ordinary,  part  cakey,  58s.  to  59s. ;  ordinary  red  cakey  to  free, 
59s.  to  60s  ;  medium,  61s.  to  62s. ;  fair  reddish,  62s.  to  63s.  ; 
and  good  bright,  63s.  to  64s. 

Soda  Niteatb  is  dearer,  at  8s.  lfd.  per  cwt.  for  refined 
and  7s.  lQ\d.  for  ordinary. 

Spices. — Black  pepper  is  again  dearer,  and  there  has  been 
a  good  business  done  lately  in  Cochin  <jinger  at  an  advance 
in  price  owing  to  reports  of  a  poor  crop.  Bold  cut  at  auction 
brought  73s.  6d.  to  76s.  per  cwt.,  and  small  washed  rough 
24s.  6d.  to  25s.  ;  but  piivately  fair  quality  has  been  sold  at 
26s.  per  cwt.,  and  Calicut  brown  rough  at  26s.  to  27s.  per  cwt. 
Sales  of  Japan  are  reported  at  22s.  per  cwt.  Zarjzibar  Cloves 
are  firm  at  3^d  per  lb.  on  the  spot,  and  at  3%d.  to  3£d.  for 
March-Mav  delivery.  Chillies  are  dearer,  with  more  business ; 
common  Zanzibar  were  bought  in  at  40s.  per  cwt. ;  good 
Nyassaland  sold  at  42s.,  fine  Natal  at  44s.  6d.,  and  fine 
Japan  at  38s.  per  cwt.  Capsicums  were  bought  in  at  35s. 
per  cwt.  for  red  cherries.  Pimento  rather  easier  ;  common 
sold  at  3irf  ,  fair  at  3\d ,  and  good  at  3yd.  to  3§  d.  per  lb. 
■Mace  steady.  Nutmegs  quiet,  80  sold  privately  at  Is.  l\d. 
per  lb.  Pepper  dearer,  as  mentioned  above:  Singapore 
black  has  been  sold  at  b\}.d.  on  the  spot,  and  at  5{*.d.  to  6d. 
per  lb.  for  distant  shipment.  Tellicherry  is  selling  privately 
at  5j±d.  to  5fd.,  and  Aleppy  at  5%d.  per  lb.  White  Singapore 
firm  at  8%d.,  and  Penang  at  8~d.  to  8kd.  per  lb.  on  the  spot. 
Ceylon  sold  at  8^d.  per  lb. 

SticklAC. — In  the  drysaltery-auctions  125  cases  Siam 
were  offered  and  sold,  at  35s.  to  35s.  6d.  for  unsifted  blocky 
woody,  and  block  30s.  6d.  per  cwt. 


London  Drug- auctions. 

The  following  goods  were  offered  and  sold  publicly  to-day. 
Offered  Sold 


Aconite-root  (Jap.)     10  ...  0 

Albumen   1,994  ...  0 

Almonds                     4  ...  0 

Aloes,  Cape                33  ...  33 

Curacao  (gourds)  840  ...  840 

„       (boxes)    193  ...  189 

Socotrine                12  ...  12 

Ambergris                   5  ...  0 

Anise,  star                   5  ...  0 

Aniseed  (Span.)  ...    30  ...  30 

Annatto  paste              1  ...  0 

seed                        5  ...  5 

Antimony    (crude)    40  ...  0 

Asafetida                  114  ...  0 

Asphaltum                  71  ...  0 

Balsam,  Copaiba  ...      7  ...  1 

Peru                       10  ...  0 

Tolu                      10  ...  0 

Benzoin — 

Palembang             23  ...  23 

Saigon                      4  ...  0 

Siam                       37  ...  11 

Sumatra                113  ...  8 

Birdlime                      8  ...  0 

Buchu                      40  ...  6 

Calumba                    30  ...  10 

Cantliarides                  4  ...  0 

Cardamoms   „  282  ...  62 

Cascarilla                    5  ...  0 

Cassia  fistula              15  ...  15 

Castorum                     1  ...  0 

Chillies  (African)...    15  ...  0 

Cinchona                     6  ...  0 

Coca-leaves                13  ...  4 

Cocculus  indicus  ...    65  ...  0 


Offered 

Sold 

7  .. 

.  1 

27  .. 

.  0 

93  .. 

.  50 

Cutch  

30  .. 

.  0 

Cuttlefish-bone  ... 

52  .. 

.  52 

36  .. 

.  35 

Dragon's-blood  ... 

65  .. 

.  15 

15  .. 

.  5 

34  .. 

.  0 

Gum  ammoniacum 

20  .. 

.  0 

88  .. 

.  2 

15  .. 

.  0 

13  .. 

.  8 

17  ,. 

.  0 

66  .. 

.  32 

17  .. 

.  0 

12  .. 

.  0 

Honey,  Australian 

60  .. 

.  0 

81  .. 

.  0 

Ipecacuanha — 

48  .. 

.  14 

33  .. 

.  5 

20  .. 

0 

4  .. 

0 

17  .. 

0 

119  .. 

1 

22  .. 

0 

Liquorice-powder... 

50  .. 

0 

34  .. 

0 

15  .. 

0 

2  ... 

0 

800  .. 

800 

2  .. 

0 

180  ... 

0 

Oil,  anise  (star)  ... 

8  ... 

2 

Offered  Sold 

Oil,  bay   2  ...  0 

cajuput   25  ...  0 

castor  (E.  I.)   106  ...  0 

cinnamon    13  ...  0 

citronella    8  ...  0 

cod-liver   50  ...  0 

eucalyptus   53  ...  1 

limes    26  ...  1 

orange  (bitter) ...  5  ...  0 

peppermint  (Jap)  10  ...  0 

rose    3  ...  0 

sassafras    5  ...  0 

wintergreen   1  ...  0 

wood    100  ...  0 

Opium    2  ...  0 

Orange-peel   55  ...  4 

Orris-root   7  ...  7 

Otto  rose    2  ...  0 

Pepsin    1  ...  0 

„     porei   1  ...  0 

Quince-seed   2  ...  2 

Bhatany    75  ...  0 

The  Next  Drug=auctions. 

At  the  auctions  to-day  Mr.  Uevitt  (of  Messrs.  Lewis  & 
Peat),  before  commencing  his  sale,  pointed  out  that  the 
next  fortnightly  drug-sales  would  fall  on  Lord  Mayor's 
Show  day,  and  asked  if  it  was  desirable  to  hold  them  on 
that  day.  Mr.  J.  W.  Stallman  thereupon  proposed  that  the 
drug-auctions  should  be  held  as  usual ;  but  Mr.  Ohas. 
Umney,  as  an  amendment,  suggested  that  the  sales  be 
omitted  on  that  day,  pointing  out,  amid  laughter,  that  for 
the  first  time  in  twenty  years  the  Show  was  to  pass  through 
Southwark.  The  matter  was  put  to  the  room,  and,  a  great 
preponderance  of  the  voting  going  in  favour  of  Mr.  Umney's 
suggestion,  it  was  decided  that  there  should  be  no  auctions 
for  a  month  from  this  date — viz.,  till  November  23. 


Offered  Sold 

Ehubarb                  226  ...  24 

Saffron                       32  ...  0 

Sarsaparilla              62  ...  28 

Seammonium              11  ...  0 

Scammony-root  ...    70  ...  0 

Senna,  Alexandrian    56  ...  0 

Tinnevelly            377  ...  364 

Sesame                       6  ...  0 

Smilax                        6  ...  0 

Soy,  China                  20  ...  0 

Squills                       34  ...  0 

Strophanthus               9  ...  0 

Tamarinds                103  ...  0 

Tonka-beans                3  ...  1 

Turmeric                      9  ...  9 

Vanilla                       59  ...  12 

Vanillin  crystals  (oz.)745  ...  745 

Vanillon                     5  ...  0 

Wax  (bees')              578  ...  54 

Japan                    19  ...  9 

Yellowbemes             29  ...  0 


Albumen  (Egg). — Chinese  was  limited  at  Is.  8d.  per  lb. 

Aloes. — Cape  was  in  small  supply,  and  everything  was 
sold  at  23s.  6d.  to  25s.  for  dullish  hard  glassy,  and  23s.  for 
drossy  and  gritty  ;  no  really  fine  quality  was  offered.  East 
Indian  common  drossy,  in  kegs,  brought  25s.  Curacoa  in 
gourds  and  boxes  were  in  large  supply  to-day,  and  as  the 
broker  showed  a  disposition  to  sell,  everything  was  sold  at 
from  17s.  6d.  to  19s.  for  good  brown  to  dark  liver,  and  at  13s. 
for  fair  to  common  brown  and  dark  turning  capey ;  another 
parcel  in  boxes  sold  at  16s.  6d.  to  20s  6d.  for  good  brown 
liver  to  dark,  and  42  boxes  "  damaged  by  fire  and  smoke  "  at 
10s.  6d.  per  cwt.,  to  be  taken  "  with  all  faults  "  ;  5  kegs  of 
Socotrine  sold  at  75s.  per  cwt.  for  good  hard.  Zanzibar  in 
tins  is  scarce  and  wanted ;  none  was  offered  to-day. 

Aniseed. — Pair  clean  Spanish  sold  at  25s.  per  cwt. 

Annatto  seed. — Fair  bright  to  dull  West  Indian  brought 
Id.  per  lb  ,  subject  to  approval. 

Balsam  Copaiba. — One  case  was  sold  at  Is.  Z\d  per  lb., 
subject ;  another  lot  of  good  thin  cloudy  was  bought  in  at 
Is.  6d.  per  lb. 

Balsam  Pebtj. — In  auction  good  thick  was  held  for  7s.  6d. 
per  lb. 

Benzoin. — Quiet  in  auction,  although  privately  there  has 
been  a  fair  demand  for  cheap  grades  at  about  51.  10s.  per 
cwt.,  which  are  now  scarce.  Of  Palemhang  offered  23  cases 
sold  without  reserve  at  from  25s.  to  30s.  per  cwt.  for  common 
fourths.  Siam  was  in  more  plentiful  supply,  the  business 
done  publicly  in  previous  auction  no  doubt  bringing  out 
stocks.  Small  to  bold  pale  loose  almonds  realised  13^.  to 
131.  Is.  6d.,  bold  sittings  77s.  6d.  to  80s.,  blocky  siftings  and 
dust  40s.  to  50.s ,  and  pickings  62s.  6d.  per  cwt.  Four  cases 
of  Saigon,  blocky  and  ungarbled,  were  offered,  but  no  bid  was 
elicited  at  80s.  per  cwt.  Of  Sumatra  little  was  sold,  the 
demand  being  for  very  common  seconds,  with  small  almonds, 
which  realised  51,  5s.  to  51.  10s.  per  cwt.  A  bid  of  61.  2s.  6d. 
is  to  be  submitted  for  ordinary  seconds,  small  to  medium 
almonds.  Fine  seconds,  well  packed  with  small  almonds, 
were  held  for  91,  and  fair  ditto  at  81.  per  cwt. 

Buchu- leaves.— About  2\d.  dearer,  a  few  bales  of  round 
green  leaf  realising  extreme  prices — namely,  9\d.  to  lOJd. 
per  lb.  For  long  yellowish  leaves  4rf.  was  refused,  the 
owner's  limit  being  about  9d. 


October  28,  1899 


THE  CHEMIST  AND  DRUGGIST 


729 


Calumba. — Firmer,  rough  natural  sorts  selling  at  25s. 
per  cwt. — an  advance  of  about  2s.  Qd.  on  last  sale's  rates. 

Cabdamoms  — The  moderate  supply  in  auction  to-day  met 
a  poor  demand,  and  a  small  proportion  found  buyers  at 
about  2d.  per  lb.  lower  rates.  The  following  were  the 
prices  paid :— Cejlon-Mysores,  good  bold  pale,  3.s\  8d.  to 
3s.  9d.  ;  medium  dit'o,  3s.  2d.  to  3s.  bd. ;  small  to  medium, 
2s  5d.  to  2s  lOd.  ;  small  pale,  2s.  3d.  to  2s.  <\d  ;  very  small 
pale,  Is.  lOd.  to  Is.  lid. ;  shelly  and  split,  Is.  3d. ;  seeds, 
Is.  Bd  to  2s. ;  wild  Ceylon,  lOd. ;  Ceylon-Malabars  were  not 
in  demand. 

Cassia  Fistula. — This  article,  seldom  seen  in  auction, 
sold  to-cay  without  reserve  at  lis.  per  cwt.  for  good  long, 
thin  pod. 

Coca-leaves — Id  auction  thin  green  Truxillo  leaves 
partly  sold  at  is.  per  lb. ;  and  for  2  bales  of  fair  broken 
Ceylon  a  bid  of  is  i\d.  is  to  be  submitted. 

Colocyntii  — Slightly  easier,  sales  privately  having  been 
made  at  Is.  Bd.  per  lb.  A  case  of  sea-damaged  brought 
Is.  3d.  per  lb. 

Cubebs  — Unchanged.  Good  clean  grey  berries,  free  from 
stalk,  selliDg  at  19*.  6d.  to  20s.  Qd.  per  cwt. 

Cottle-f.sh. — Small  white  and  broken  bone  sold  at  2d. 
per  lb.  ;  another  parcel  of  42  mats  dull  bold  broken  had 
been  partly  sold  privately  before  the  sales,  and  the  remainder 
of  the  parcel  was  taken  out  without  mention  of  price. 

Dill-seed — For  fair  East  Indian  8s.  per  cwt.,  subject  to 
seller's  approval,  was  accepted. 

Dragon's  Blood  — In  better  demand  at  about  unchanged 
rates,  sales  in  auction  being  as  follows: — Good  picked  lump 
of  bright  colour,  slightly  seedy,  101.  5s.  per  cwt,  and  for  fine 
reboiled  lump,  of  good  colour,  a  bid  of  121  10s.  is  to  be 
submitted  ;  ordinary  lump  of  poor  colour  brought  6^.  17s.  Qd. 
to  11.  7s.  Qd.  Six  cases  of  Zanzibar  drop  had  bepn  sold 
privately  before  the  auction,  at,  we  understand,  80s  per 
cwt ,  and  a  bag  of  fine  dust  brought  30s.  per  cwt. 

Ebgot  of  Eye. — Firmer;  good  clean  Russian  sound  sell- 
ing at  2s.  3d.  per  lb.  ;  2  bags  of  bold  Spanish,  slightly 
wormy,  had  been  sold  privately. 

Gum,  Asaeetida. — Dull  of  sale,  the  whole  of  the  offerings 
beicg  bought  in  at  considerably  over  their  value  ;  there  are 
a  few  arrivals  from  Bombay  about  landing. 

Gum,  Gamboge. — About  steady,  sales  without  reserve 
being  made  in  auction  at  8^.  2s.  Qd.  per  cwt.  for  fair  to 
ordinary  pipe,  partly  run,  mostly  orange  fracture  ;  and 
6^.  15s\  to  6^.  17s.  Qd.  for  pickings. 

Gum  Myrrh  —In  better  demand,  the  bulk  of  the  offer- 
ings being  sold  as  follows :— Good  pale  sittings,  72s.  Qd  ; 
small  pale  ditto,  50s.  ;  and  pickings,  30s.  Another  parcel 
brought  13s.  to  13s.  Qd.  for  dark  pickings,  15s.  for  small 
sif tings,  bolder  ditto  2  Is.  and  26s  ,  and  15s.  Qd.  to  16s.  for 
dust.  Dark  sorts  were  held  for  25s.,  and  good  pale  picked 
tear  was  bought  in  at  51  10s. 

Honey — Jamaica  was  in  better  supply  to-day,  and  sold 
with  fair  competition  at  about  unchanged  rates,  dark  liquid 
amber  realising  22s.  Qd.  to  23s..  aDd  nice  bright  ditto  and 
partly  set,  25s. ;  fine  set  white,  27s. 

Ipecacuanha  — In  auction  little  demand  was  shown  for 
Rio,  a  few  bales  of  which  sold  at  14s.  per  lb.  for  sound  and 
first-class  country  damaged,  the  best  lots  being  limited  at 
14s.  3d.  to  14s.  Qd.  For  good  short-picked  root — 15s.  3d.  was 
wanted.  Cartagena  sold  at  about  9d.  per  lb.  lower  rates,  from 
9s.  Id.  to  9s.  Qd.  being  paid  for  fair  to  good  annulated, 
according  to  damages.  Of  another  lot  of  8  bales  3  sold 
at  9s.  Qd.,  9s.  Id ,  and  9s.  lOd.  for  first  and  second  class 
damaged.  Privately  Rio  has  been  in  good  demand,  13s.  9i. 
being  refused  for  a  string,  and  14s.  to  14s.  3d.  afterwards 
paid.  Deliveries  from  the  warehouses  have  been  good  this 
month,  amounting  to  about  90  packages. 

Kola-nuts.— In  auction  good  clean  bold  sound  and 
washed  West  African  were  held  for  4d.  per  lb. ;  another 
package  of  fair  West  Indian  realised  2d  ,  and  a  bid  of  l\d. 
was  rejected  for  dark  African. 

Morphine.— In  auction  500  oz.  Smiths'  and  300  oz. 
Winks'  (originally  600  oz.  were  offered,  but  300  withdrawn) 


hydrochloride  in  powder  sold  at  4s.  to  4s.  Qd.  per  oz.,  one 
lot  only  at  the  smaller  figure.  The  parcels  were  of  course 
offered  by  second-hand  holders. 

Nux  Vomica. — A  parcel  of  100  bags,  consisting  of  small 
and  dull  medium  seed  (including  pickings),  brought  7s.  per 
cwt. 

Oil,  Anise,  Star  — In  auction  2  pickages  guaranteed 
pure,  which  have  been  offered  before,  sold  at  6s.  2d.  per  lb. 
A  considerable  business  has  been  done  this  week  on  the  spot 
at  from  6s.  Id.  to  6s.  2d.  per  lb..  The  quotation  for 
arrival  has  been  advanced  to  6s.  4^Z  ,  ci.f.  To-day  it  was 
rumoured  that  6s.  3d.,  spot,  had  been  paid,  but  confirmation 
is  wanting. 

Oil,  Bay. — Two  demijohns  from  Trinidad  brought  7s 
per  lb. 

Oil,  Eucalyptus  — Privately  Platypus  brand  has  been 
advanced  to  2s.  2d.  per  lb.,  and  is  somewhat  scarce.  Private 
advices  from  Australia  report  an  advance  of  2d.  per  lb.  on 
high-class  oils.  There  are  sellers  of  B.P.  quality  at  2s.  In 
auction  a  case  of  2  tins  sold  at  Is.  9d.  per  lb.,  showing, 
according  to  Umney's  analysis,  that  the  oil  contained  76  per 
cent,  cineol.  Other  parcels  of  Amygdalina  were  bought  in 
at  lid.  to  ll±d.  per  lb. 

We  learn  on  inquiry  that  there  is  practically  no  E.  Globulus 
oil  offered  in  the  Mincing  Lane  market  just  now,  and  although 
there  is  a  good  deal  of  stuff  which  analyses  50  to  60  per  cent,  of 
eucalyptol,  it  is  from  other  species  than  Globulus.  True  Globulus 
oil  is  worth  2s.  2d.  to  2s.  Ad.  per  lb.,  but  there  are  more  buyers 
than  sellers  of  it,  and  those  who  are  not  intimate  with  the  con- 
ditions of  the  market  fhould  not  be  deceived  by  what  is  passed 
off  as  "  Globulus  description  "  oils. 

Oil,  Lime — The  only  sale  effected  to-day  was  1  package 
West  Indian  hand-presssd,  for  which  5s.  Id.  per  lb.  was 
paid. 

Oil,  Peppermint. — Japanese  dementholised  was  limited 
at  3s.  l\d.  per  lb.  for  Kobayashi  brand. 

Orange-peel. — All  desirable  lots  were  bought  in  at  from 
bd.  to  Qd.  per  lb.  according  to  quality,  small  sales  of  common 
dark  thin  drop  were  made  without  reserve  at  from  2\d.  to 
2\d.  per  lb. 

Quince-seed. — Firmer,  fair  Cape  selling  at  Is.  Qd.  per  lb. 

Rhubarb. — There  was  a  fair  demand  in  auction,  mostly 
for  common  Canton,  which  sold  without  reserve  at 
the  following  rates : — Bold  round  three-fourths  pinky 
fracture,  one-fourth  grey  fracture,  more  or  less  wormy, 
7§<2.  ;  good  flat  or  rough  pickings,  Q^d. ;  good  small,  Id.  to 
l±d.  •  small  to  medium  round  half  pinky  and  half  grey  frac- 
ture, 3d. ;  and  bold  flat  ditto,  Qkd  per  lb.  Another  parcel  of 
good  round  Canton,  small,  part  trimming  root,  even  pinky 
and  grey  fracture,  realised  lid.  per  lb.  Good  flat  high-dried, 
three-fourths  pinky  fracture,  was  limited  at  9d.,  at  which 
figure  the  broker  intimated  he  was  selling  privately.  For 
a  pile  of  20  cases  of  common  rough  high-dried  4'd.  was 
refased.  Shensi :  Common  bold  flat,  half  grey,  half  dark 
fracture,  Is.  per  lb.,  subject ;  ditto  medium,  10\d  ,  subject. 

Sabsaparilla. — Unchanged.  In  auction  Is.  Id.  was 
paid  for  sound  grey  Jamaica  root,  and  Is.  Hd,  to  Is.  Bd.  for 
damaged.  For  coarse  Lima  Jamaica  3d.  to  9d.  was  paid,  the 
better  qualities  being  limited  at  lid.  to  Is  per  lb.  Native 
Jamaica  root  sold  at  the  high  figure  of  lid.  for  fiist-class 
country  damaged. 

Senna. — About  unchanged,  compared  with  last  sales-rates, 
the  demand  being  stronger  on  the  lower  grades,  which  sold 
at  relatively  dearer  rates.  The  following  prices  were  paid  : — 
Good  to  bold  green  Tinn.,  bd.  to  Q\d.  per  lb. ;  medium  to  fair 
greenish,  <\d.  to  4fd. ;  and  small  to  medium  specky  and 
brown,  3\d.  to  3f  d.  per  lb  ;  pods,  3\d.  No  Alexandrian  was 
sold.  The  s.s.  Massilia,  due  on  October  29,  will  bring  177 
bales  Tinnevelly. 

Tonca-beans. — A  case  of  black  Para  apparently  sold  at 
2s.  bd.  per  lb. 

Turmeric. — A  small  parcel  of  Madras  sold  without  re- 
serve, at  31s.  per  cwt. 

Vanilla.— A  few  odd  lots  were  offered  to-day,  and  mostly 
sold  at  full-up  prices.  Seychelles  good  chocolate  realised 
27s.  to  28s.  for  6  to  7|  inch,  25s.  Qd.  to  26s.  for  4J  to  5| 
inch  ;  a  small  lot  of  low  brown  lean  damp  beans,  reported 
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to  have  been  "  doctored "  in  Paris,  were  sold  at  12s.  6d. 
per  lb. 

Vanillin. — A  parcel  of  745  oz.  of  crystals,  "  guaranteed 
100-per-cent.  purity,  manufactured  by  the  Socie'e  Francaise 
des  Perfumes  Perfectionnes  (Ltd.),"  sold  without  reserve 
at  from  2s.  to  2s.  3d.  per  oz. 

Wax,  Bees'. — Jamaica  was  the  only  kind  in  demand 
to-day,  and  sold  at  unchanged  rates — namely,  from  61. 15s.  to 
61.  17s.  6d.  for  good  hard  red  and  yellow.  Madagascar  was 
not  in  demand,  everything  being  bought  in  at  61.  10s. 
nominally.  Good  Mozambique  in  pipes  all  sold  at  61  10s.  to 
61.  12s.  6d.  Honolulu  partly  sold  at  11  Is.  6d.,  and  South 
African  at  5/  17s.  6d.  per  cwt.  Australian  of  mixed  colours 
realised  61.  5s.,  but  for  Bombay  and  Calcutta  there  was  no 
inquiry  publicly.  Zanzibar  wax  was  in  small  supply  com- 
pared with  previous  sales,  and  realised  61.  12s.  6d.  for  sound 
in  pipes,  61.  Is.  6d.  for  mixed  colours,  and  61.  5s.  for  wormy. 

Wax,  Japanese. — Good  pale  squares  sold  readily  at  30s. 
per  cwt. 


Cablegram. 

New  Yobk,  October  26,  3  26  p.m.  :— Business  on  this 
market  continues  very  brisk,  especially  in  quinine,  which  is 
now  selling  steadily  at  27c.  to  303.  per  oz.  Opium  is  a  trifle 
easier,  at  $3.10  per  lb.;  but  ergot  of  rye  is  still  hardening, 
55c.  to  65o.  being  the  limits.  Buchu  continues  to  advance, 
the  lowest  quotation  now  available  being  23c.  per  lb.  The 
scarcity  of  coca-leaves  continues  ;  Truxillos  are  now  quoted 
at  26c.  and  Huanoco  at  34c.  per  lb.  Tinnevelly  senna, 
ordinary  medium,  is  selling  at  12s.  per  lb  ,  and  there  is 
every  indication  of  this  not  being  the  highest  figure.  Kio 
ipecacuanha  is  firmer,  at  $3.60  per  lb. 


The  Homocea  Promotion. 

In  the  Court  of  Appeal  on  October  26,  before  the  Master  of 
the  Rolls,  Sir  Francis  Jenne,  and  Lord  Justice  Romer,  the 
case  of  Bowden  v.  the  Homocea  Company  (Limited)  was 
heard  on  appeal  by  the  plaintiff  from  an  order  of  Mr.  Justice 
Kekewich,  who  had  dismissed  the  action  with  costs. 

Mr.  Lawrence,  in  opening,  said  that  the  action  was  otie 
for  specific  performance  of  an  agreement  which  had  been 
made  between  Mr.  H.  D.  Brandreth,  the  principal  defen- 
dant, and  the  plaintiff,  Mrs.  Mary  L  Bowden,  in  connection 
with  the  promotion  of  Homocea  (Limited).  In  1893  the 
plaintiff  out  of  her  separate  property  bought  the  recipe  for 
the  manufacture  of  Homocea.  The  vendor  was  the 
liquidator  of  a  syndicate  which  had  been  formed  by 
the  plaintiff's  husband.  The  plaintiff  had  not  sufficient 
capital  to  work  the  thing  properly,  and  the  defendant 
Brandreth  was  introduced  to  her.  As  the  result  of  negotia- 
tions an  agreement  was  come  to,  the  short  effect  of  which 
was  that  Brandreth  was  to  find  the  money  necessary  for 
advertising  and  pushing  the  remedy,  each  party  to  the 
agreement  to  take  a  share  of  the  profits.  Brandreth,  after 
the  agreement,  found  that  the  expenses  were  heavier 
than  he  had  anticipated,  and  he  said  he  would  not 
go  on  with  the  thing  unless  the  plaintiff  agreed 
to  his  taking  three-fourths  of  the  profits.  Mrs. 
Bowden  acquiesced,  and  a  company  was  subsequently  formed 
to  take  over  the  business.  The  whole  of  the  shares  were 
practically  held  by  plaintiff  and  Brandreth.  Mr.  Brandreth 
subsequently  got  into  difficulties,  and  in  1897  he  negotiated 
for  the  formation  of  a  larger  company,  and  defendant 
agreed  to  pay  her  22,500/.  in  cash  or  shares  for  her 
interest.  At  the  same  time  she  gave  Brandreth  an  option  to 
purchase  at  par  within  five  years  all  her  shares  in  excess  of 
12,500/.,  and  he  guaranteed  her  5  -  per  -  cent,  interest 
on  such  shares  for  five  years  unless  he  exercised 
his  option  to  purchase.  The  agreement  was  con- 
ditional on  the  sale  of  the  old  company's  under- 
taking taking  place  "  on  the  present  proposed  basis." 
Brandreth  contended  that  that  meant  the  sale  at  the  time  of 
the  agreement  for  the  60,000/.  in  cash  and  60,000/.  in 
shares.  But  the  sale  was  for  27,000/.  in  cash  and  80,000/.  in 
shares.  The  new  company  was  formed  with  a  nominal 
capital  of  250  000/.,  and  the  old  company  went  into 
voluntary  liquidation.    In  September,  1898,  the  liquidator 


caused  12,500  shares  of  the  new  company  to  be  allotted  to 
the  plaintiff,  and  she  now  claimed  the  remaining  10,000 
shares  which  she  alleged  were  due  under  the  agreement.  His 
Lordship  in  the  Court  below  decided  that  the  sale  on  "  the 
present  proposed  basis  "  had  not  been  carried  out.  and  dis- 
missed the  action,  and  from  that  judgment  the  plaintiff  now 
appealed. 

The  case  had  not  concluded  when  the  Court  adjourned. 


Coming  Events. 


Postcard-notices  of  meetings  to  be  held  should  be  sent  by 
Secretaries  not  later  than  Wednesday  of  the  week  before  the 
meetings  are  held. 


Saturday,  October  28. 

The  Brewers'  Exhibition  opens  at  Agricultural  Hall,  Islington. 

Tuesday,  October  31. 

Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Ireland,  67  Lower  Mount  Street, 
Dublin.  Opening  of  the  Schools  and  presentation  of  the 
silver  medal  at  8.15  p.m.  Dr.  Ninian  Falkiner  will  deliver  an 
address  on  "  The  Education  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Chemist." 

Burnley  and  District  Chemists'  Associatiori,  at  7.30  p.m. 
General  meeting. 

Wednesday,  November  1. 

Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Great  Britain,  17  Bloomsbury 
Square,  W.C.,  at  11  a.m.    Council  meeting. 

Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Ireland,  67  Lower  Mount  Street, 
Dublin,  at  3  p.m.    Council  meeting. 

Thursday,  November  2. 

Liverpool  Pharmaceutical  Students'  Society,  Kardomah  Oriental 
Cafe,  46  Church  Street,  Liverpool.    Smoking-concert  at  8  p.m. 

Chemists'  Assistants'  Association.  Annual  reunion  in  the  Throne 
Room,  Holborn  Restaurant,  at  8.15  p.m.,  Mr.  P.  W.  Squire  in 
the  chair.  Tickets,  Is.  6c/.  each,  may  be  had  from  Mr.  C. 
Morley,  3  Bucklersbnry,  E.C.,  or  Mr.  T.  Edward  Leseher,  60 
Bartholomew  Close,  E.C. 

Chemical  Society,  Burlington  House,  Piccad  lly,  W.,  at  8  P.M. 
The  following  papers  will  be  read  : — "  The  Theory  of  Saponifi- 
cation," by  Dr.  J.  Lewkowitsch.  "  The  Action  of  Dilute  Nitric 
Acid  on  Oleic  and  Elaidic  Acids,"  by  Mr.  F.  G.  Edmed. 
"  Tetrazoline,"  by  Messrs.  Siegfried  Ruhemann  and  H.  E. 
Stapleton.  "  On  Ethylic  Dibromobutanetetracarboxylate 
and  the  Synthesis  of  Tetrahydrofurfuran-a-a-dicarboxylic 
Acid,"  by  Dr.  Bevan  Lean.  "  Camphoroxime.  Part  III. 
Behaviour  of  Camphoroxime  towards  Potassium  Hypo- 
bromite,"  by  Dr.  M.  O.  Forster.  "  Optical  Influence  of  an 
Unsaturated  Linkage  on  Certain  Derivatives  of  Bornylamine," 
by  Dr.  M.  O.  Forster. 

Midland  Pharmaceutical  Association,  Birmingham.  Opening 
meeting  of  the  session  at  the  Great  Western  Hotel  at  8.30. 
Address  by  Mr.  W.  G.  Cross.    Reception  at  8  P.M. 

Friday,  November  3. 

Glasgow  Chemists  and  Druggists'  Assistants'  and  Apprentices' 
Association,  100  West  Regent  Street,  Glasgow,  at  9.15  p.m., 
"  At  home." 


Pharmaceutical  Conference  in  London. — At  a  preliminary 
meeting  of  gentlemen  interested  in  the  forthcoming  meeting  of 
the  British  Pharmaceutical  Conference  in  London,  held  at 
17  Bloomsbury  Square,  W.C.,  it  was  decided  to  call  a  public 
meeting  of  the  metropolitan  drug-trade  early  in  December,  in 
order  to  appoint  an  organising  committee  and  make  such  other 
arrangements  as  may  appear  to  be  necessary  for  the  entertain- 
ment of  visitors. 


Poison-regulations. — Replying  to  a  correspondent,  the 
British  Medical  Journal  says  : — "  Since  the  poison-regula- 
tions prescribed  by  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  are  such  as 
appear  to  experienced  men  to  be  necessary  for  the  safe 
custody  and  handling  of  drugs,  it  is  obvious  that  the  mem- 
bers of  the  medical  profession  would  do  well  in  their  own 
interest  to  adhere  to  them." 


